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RECENT MEMBER VISITS

VISIT TO LICHFIELD CATHEDRAL 19 ™ SEPTEMBER
2009 FOR PRESIDENT'S EVENING

On Saturday 19" September 2009, we were privileged to
be invited to what will hopefully become an annual visit to
Lichfield Cathedral by our President, Philip Scriven (see
also next article)

We met at The Tudor Café in Lichfield for tea and cakes,
and it was good to see Russell Dickerson was able to
make this visit. We were delighted that our newest
member, Andrew McMillan, was also able to join us for the
first time.

Having managed to tear ourselves away from the
delightful burnt teacakes, we made our way through the
Samuel Johnson tri-centennial birthday celebrations in the
centre of Lichfield round to the Cathedral. There we joined
up with other members, resulting in a very respectable
turnout of just under 50% of paying members. We were in
time to catch Philip Scriven putting the Lichfield Cathedral
Choir through its paces at Evensong practice, with Martyn
Rawles at the organ, and the attention to detail evident at
the choir practices clearly pays off with the glorious singing
they display at services. Cathy Lamb put in an all too brief
appearance, as she unfortunately had to dash off to a prior
commitment. (Cathy - do you ever slow down?)

Evensong was attended by members of the Old
Choristers’ Association, and the service music featured the
composer Howells, with Martyn Rawles at the organ and
Philip conducting the choir. Martyn performed Howells’
Psalm Prelude Set 2 No. 3 as his voluntary to close the
service.

After the service, attention focussed on the splendid Hill
organ. There are records of 3 earlier organs from 1639,
1740 and 1790, but the present organ dates from 1861
when George Holdich built a three-manual organ, easily
his largest instrument. It had a remarkable pedal organ of
10 stops, which the cathedral organist Samuel Spofforth
vowed never to use. This organ was placed at floor level,
in the north transept with the console in the north quire
aisle. The organ was rebuilt in the same position by Hill &
Son in 1884,

It attained its present form in 1908 when the same firm
rebuilt it in a new chamber high above the quire. The two
cases are by J Oldrid Scott. A small quantity of Holdich
pipework was retained, including much of the Pedal
Organ. In 1974, a new console and electro-pneumatic
actions were installed by Hill, Norman & Beard.
Substantial changes were made to the mixtures and the
Choir Organ, but other changes were few.
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The latest work by Harrison & Harrison was completed for
the celebrations in 2000 to mark the 1300" anniversary of
the first church dedicated to St Chad. The plans for the
work were drawn up in consultation with Cathedral
Organist at the time, Andrew Lumsden, and his assistant
Robert Sharpe. The Hill scheme of 1908 has been re-
instated, with certain carefully selected additions. The new
electro-pneumatic actions have been provided, and the
console re-designed. To enable the organ to speak more
prominently in the nave with a full congregation, a new
nave division of 13 stops was placed in the north triforium,
and Harrison & Harrison are to be congratulated on
seamlessly blending this new nave organ with the main
organ. The organ now has 4 manuals and 82 speaking
stops.

So much for the history of the organ - now we came to the
moment to hear it speak, and the whole purpose of our
visit. Martyn opened with Praeludium in E Minor (the
Great) by Nicolaus Bruhns (1665-1697), a German
composer who studied with Buxtehude, and according to
Martyn (corroborated by Wikipedia) was apparently noted
for playing improvisations on the violin over a bass line
played on the pedal board of an organ!

Martyn then handed over the console to LDOA members
to sample. As Richard Syner had acted as page-turner for
Martyn, Richard was first up, playing his own composition -
a choral prelude on the hymn ‘Were you there?’ David
followed with his favourite composer Bach, playing a
splendid rendering of Prelude & Fugue in C Minor. Pam
followed with Mendelessohn’s C Minor Prelude with David
egging on Martyn to pull out all the stops! Then it was the
turn of our newest recruit, Andrew McMillan (see LDOA
Member News), followed by Paul Geoghegan improvising
to explore some of the rich colours of the Hill organ.



Paul Geoghegan improvising on Lichfield Cathedral organ

Pat then gave us Bach’'s Chorale from Cantata No 22,
followed lastly by yours truly, with the first movement (Con
Moto) of Saen-Saens Fantaisie in E flat. As my playing of
the final movement (Allegro) is as yet not up to public
exposure, Philip gave a brilliant impromptu performance of
this splendid, but rarely performed, toccata-style piece.

Philip concluded the playing part of the evening with a
superb performance of Elgar's Organ Sonata No 1, a
fitting end to a wonderful session with the Hill organ. We're
indebted to Philip and Martyn for their encouragement of
our members to ‘have a go’ on the organ, and for their
help and advice with registrations.

Then it was over to the College Hall for a welcome glass
(or two, for some members!) of wine and an opportunity to
socialise and swap yarns of all things ‘organ’. The visit
closed with David Gumbley, on our behalf, thanking Philip
for his much appreciated hospitality and recital, and
Martyn for playing loudly!

NOTE: Philip reminded members that the Celebrity
Organ Recital series concludes on Tuesday 10
November with a recital by all three of the Cathedr al's
organists, of a programme compiled from requests
submitted by members of the public. Please forward
any requests to martyn.rawles@lichfield-cathedral.org

- as soon as possible, as they might need a day or  two
to practice!
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PHILIP SCRIVEN — OUR PRESIDENT & HIS MUSIC

As Philip Scriven generously hosted the visit of Lichfield &
District Organists’ Association to Lichfield Cathedral, it
seemed opportune to find out more about our President
and just how much he has achieved in to his career thus
far.

Philip was born in Wellington, Somerset in 1970 but spent
most of his childhood years in nearby Chard. A career in

music was always on the cards, as both his parents were
brass players, and his father was also a church organist.

Philip Scriven

He was spotted singing in the choir by Bert Sibley, a
former bass in the choir of All Saints Margaret Street, who
recommended that he apply to one of the major cathedrals
to be taken as a chorister. He applied to Westminster
Abbey, and at the tender age of 9 was accepted as a
boarder. He remained at Westminster Abbey for 4 years
before going to Charterhouse as a Music Scholar. After a
period of study at the Royal Academy of Music, he
became Organ Scholar at St. George's Chapel Windsor
Castle, where he met his future wife, and subsequently at
St. John's College, Cambridge. During his time at the
university, he was Musical Director of the New Cambridge
Singers and Principal Conductor of the Cambridge
University Symphony Orchestra.

By this time Philip had developed a keen interest in opera,
and after graduating with MA Cantab, Philip chose Vienna
to continue his studies in organ and conducting at the
famous Musikhochschule, as it had a strong tradition in
opera and he spoke German, having taken this subject at
‘A’ level. His teachers were Michael Radulescu and
Leopold Hager. Whilst there, he founded and conducted
the Vienna Orpheus Choir and Orchestra, and also worked
as an operatic repetiteur. His intended one year stay
turned into three years, but he then looked for the
opportunity to gain more hands-on experience of
conducting, and that was the driver for a move to the
famous Juilliard School in New York. There he spent a
further two years gaining his Master's degree in Orchestral
Conducting, and working as Assistant Conductor of the
New York Youth Symphony Orchestra. Concert invitations
followed, included playing the Saint-Saens Organ
Symphony in Carnegie Hall. Since returning to the UK,
Philip has worked as repetiteur for the Contemporary
Opera Studio of English National Opera (The Maids) and
for Welsh National Opera (Jenufa); he also conducted the
UK premiere of the opera Erwin und Elmire by Anna
Amalia for Cambridge University Opera Society.

In 1995 he won the Royal College of Organists' Performer
of the Year competition. Whilst he lists Bach as his
favourite composer, he has a love and flair for the French
repertoire of the 19th and 20th centuries, with Vierne,
Messian and Duruflé plus some of Widor's works being his
favourites. He also has a particular interest in
transcriptions from the operatic and symphonic repertoire,



and his own transcriptions (not yet published) include
works by Brahms, Warlock and Bernstein.

In September 1998, he came back to Westminster Abbey
as Acting Sub-Organist, and a year later took up the
position of Assistant Master of Music at Winchester
Cathedral. In July 2000, he performed the complete organ
works of his favourite composer J.S.Bach in Winchester
Cathedral over a 24-hour period, to mark the 250th
anniversary of the composer's death, and to raise money
for the Imperial Cancer Research Fund's 2000 Appeal.
Whilst in Winchester, Philip also conducted the chamber
choir Southern Voices and, amongst other projects,
directed them in performances of all six of Bach's motets.
He has also conducted performances of The Threepenny
Opera in Winchester Prison for Pimlico Opera.

He succeeded Andrew Lumsden as Organist and Master
of the Choristers at Lichfield Cathedral in September 2002,
and since then has made two CD'’s of solo organ music on
the Cathedral organ, Piping Hot released in 2004 and
Organ Classics released in 2008. In addition to these, he
has recorded three CD’s of Choral Music with the Lichfield
Cathedral Choir. He has recently recorded two more CD’s,
which are due to be published autumn 2009. Both are
organ solo recordings on the Lichfield Cathedral organ,
one featuring Holst's ‘The Planets’, and the other music
with a jazz influence. Clearly recordings to watch out for!

As a recitalist, Philip has often toured Europe, Canada and
the United States, which he aims to visit twice a year, and
this year has visited Holland in May and recently returned
from a highly acclaimed tour of New Zealand and
Australia. Over an eight-day period, he gave two recitals in
Australia (St George’s Cathedral, Perth and Holy Trinity
Cathedral, Wangaratta) followed by two recitals in New
Zealand (St Paul's Cathedral, Dunedin and Wellington
Cathedral of St Paul). Of his Perth recital, William Yeoman
of ‘The Western Australian’ writes: ‘People who think
church organ recitals are staid, rather dour affairs, should
have been at St George’'s Cathedral last Thursday night
when Philip Scriven, organist and master of the choristers
at Lichfield Cathedral in Britain, put the newly refurbished
West Organ through its paces with an explosive
enthusiasm bordering on the frightening....Scriven’s
superlative technique and totality of vision ensured a
veritable hotline to heaven...... Indeed at many points
throughout the recital, there were audible gasps of
disbelief from members of the sizeable audience — surely
a more eloquent expression of approval even than the
lengthy standing ovation at the end.’ Incidentally, whilst in
Dunedin, Philip also had the opportunity to try out the
famous 4 manual 75 stop symphonic organ in Dunedin
Town Hall, affectionately called ‘Norma’ after one of the
builders, and which started its life in 1919 in the UK as the
‘Bathurst Mammoth Cathedral Organ’, a 23 ton Hill
Norman & Beard touring organ. This was used at the 1924
Wembley Stadium Exhibition, and then installed in The
Opera House Tunbridge Wells, before its final move to
Dunedin in 1927. Philip’'s visit to Australia and New
Zealand was due to be of longer duration, but a request to
play a recital at Liverpool as part of the 2009 IAO
Congress on 3" August meant a hasty return to the UK
after his Wellington recital on 31% July. He has toured
Germany, France, Belgium and Holland with the Cathedral
Choir, and in April 2010 a visit with them to New York is
planned.

Philip Scriven at the console of Lichfield Cathedral
organ during the LDOA visit on 19" September 2009

Playing recitals all over the world, getting to grips with an
unfamiliar instrument in a short time frame is essential.
Philip’s approach to this is to have a scheme in mind for
his chosen pieces, and then experimenting for a while to
get the feel of the organ and the sound of its stops, before
finalising the registrations. When learning a new piece of
some complexity, Philip still finds that what works best for
him is to mark up all but the most straightforward
passages with detailed fingering and pedalling, before
proceeding to practice the piece, and only then finalising
the registration. Marking up the score with the detailed
fingering and pedalling also helps speed up revising a
piece for use again on a future occasion. When asked
which of all the instruments he’s played around the world
are his favourites, he opted for Notre Dame, Westminster
Abbey, and the Martinikerk in Gronigen (Holland) for Bach.

Turning to organists Philip admires, when he was a
chorister at Westminster Abbey, Simon Preston was
Organist and Master of the Choristers, so not surprisingly
he was a significant influence on him. (See write-up on
Simon Preston’s recital at Ludlow in this newsletter). The
organists that Philip considers currently are in ‘a league of
their own’ are Olivier Latry (Notre Dame), who recently
gave a superb recital at Emmanuel Church Wylde Green,
and Dame Gillian Weir. There are also a couple of up-and-
coming young organists that have impressed Philip, both
of whom hail from the States. Paul Jacobs is 32 years old,
has played recitals on five continents and is known for
playing demanding programmes from memory. According
to Wikipedia, he has memorised the complete works of
Messian, J S Bach, Brahms, Cesar Franck, Vierne and
many others! Nathan J Laube is even younger, and
despite being only 20 years old and still a student at The
Curtis Institute, he already has an intensive programme of
recitals in the USA and Europe. Definitely two young men
to look out for!

When his work commitments permit, Philip’s priority is
spending time with his wife and two beautiful daughters of
4 and 2, but he also tries to find time for walking, playing
tennis and has been known to dabble in the kitchen.



Having achieved so much and yet barely half way through
his career, it begged the question as to what Philip's
aspirations were for the future. He clearly enjoys all
aspects of his varied role of cathedral organist, musical
director, choirmaster, orchestral conductor, international
recitalist and recording artist, and would not want to limit
himself to a narrower role. His time at the cathedral is
dominated by his work with the choir, given the turnover of
choristers with boys leaving at the end of each school year
being replaced by new boys who need training and
developing. He is also working with the newly created
Darwin Ensemble, and would relish the opportunity to
have a regular conducting post with a major orchestra. He
would also perhaps have to think twice before turning
down an offer of the ‘top job’ at Westminster Abbey, where
his musical career first started! For our part, we hope he
will be happy to continue his greatly appreciated impact on
the music of Lichfield Cathedral for many years to come.

My thanks to Philip for generously giving of his time to
assist in the production of this profile.

TS

RECENT RECITALS

SIMON PRESTON RECITAL 29™ AUGUST 2009

On Saturday 29" August, Simon Preston gave a Gala
Organ Recital on the Snetzler organ at the Parish Church
of St Lawrence, Ludlow. (See the following article for
details of this historic organ).

Originally a chorister at King's College Cambridge, Simon
Preston later studied the organ with C H Trevor at the
Royal Academy of Music, before returning to King's as
organ scholar under the Organist & Director of Music Sir
David Wilcocks. He was sub-organist of Westminster
Abbey from 1962-7, and organist of Christ Church, Oxford
from 1970, before returning to Westminster Abbey as
Organist and Master of the Choristers in 1981, at a time
when of course Philip Scriven was a chorister. He
relinquished his Westminster post in 1987, and has since
led a career as international recitalist and recording artist,
as well as composing works for the organ, the best known
of which is probably his Alleluyas written in the style of
Messiaen. He was already an OBE when in the 2009
Queen’s Birthday Honours he was appointed CBE.

He is now a sprightly, distinguished looking 71-year old,
who still plays with clear and precise articulation. His
programme comprised the Overture from Oratorio St Paul,
Op 36 by Mendelssohn, followed by Six Fugues on BACH,
Op 60 by Schumann, and the short but delicate Valse
Mignonne, Op 142 by Karg-Elert. He finished with one of
Jongen’s best-known works, Sonata Eroica Op 94, during
which we had a minute or so of silence in the middle, with
some frantic button pressing when the sequencer went
awry. Simon Preston took this unplanned distraction in his
stride, and once sorted, like a true professional he picked
up from where he left off and finished the piece in style,
followed by a well-deserved ovation from the packed
audience.

TS

FEATURED ORGAN FOR OCTOBER

Having had the pleasure of attending the Simon Preston
recital and hearing the rich sounds of the Snetzler organ at
The Parish Church of St Lawrence, Ludlow, it seemed too
good an opportunity to miss featuring this historic organ in
our newsletter, even though it is a little outside our area.

Snetzler Organ of St Lawrence’s, Ludlow

The Nicholson Console of St Lawrence’s Ludlow

In 1761, an earlier organ was described as ‘out of tune
and much out of repair’ and as a result plans were made
to replace it with a new instrument.

John Snetzler, the Swiss organ builder, was invited to
build an instrument for this ‘Cathedral of the Marches'.
Snetzler had settled in London, and was at the time one of
the leading organ builders in England. The Ludlow organ,
which was finished in 1764 at a cost of £1000, comprised
3 manuals but no pedals, had 19 stops and was contained
within a large handsome case. The organ was placed, as
was the custom then in cathedrals and larger churches,
between the chancel and the nave, on a special gallery
built under the tower crossing.

The present case is largely original, and typical of other
Snetzler organs, with its three ‘towers’. The console would
have been in the gallery in front of the organ underneath
the central tower. The specification of the present organ



shows that fourteen ranks of the Snetzler pipes remain.
The organ indeed remained in its original form until 1860,
though in 1837 Joseph Walker added a Pedal Organ to
the instrument, as well as replacing the Dulciana and
Swell Principal.

The next change in the organ’s history in 1860 was largely
due to the Victorian ideas on church restoration, involving
an attempt to restore the church to something like its
medieval appearance. The notable firm of Gray and
Davidson was employed to remove the organ and, not
without some opposition, it was placed in the North
transept. Whilst this was to its acoustical disadvantage, it
gave a great opportunity for enlargement, although
Victorian organ builders had not the same regard for
historical instruments as we would today, and the Cornet
stop did not survive the restoration.

In 1883, further alterations were made with addition to the
Great of a Contra Gamba, another Open Diapason, a
Wald Flute and a Clarion, whilst to the Swell were added a
Gemshorn, Voix Celeste, Suabe Flute, Contra Fagotto,
Oboe, Vox Humana and Clarion. An Orchestral Oboe was
added to the Solo and the Pedals were given a Bass Flute.

In 1891 the Solo Organ was enlarged with a Harmonic
Flute and Picolo, a Lieblich Gedackt and a Violin
Diapason, giving a splendid four manual instrument with
Swell and Solo organs enclosed.

In 1950, J W Walker carried out repairs and added a new
Large Open Diapason, but by the 1970’s it was obvious
that the organ needed a thorough overhaul. Following an
appeal, £55,000 was raised for a complete restoration and
the contract was awarded to Nicholson’s. The whole organ
was dismantled, cleaned, repaired where necessary and
restored. A new console was provided and some
conservative alterations made to existing pipes. The ‘en
chamade’ Tuba pipes were moved inside the organ, and
the Snetzler case was restored to its original condition.
Unfortunately the sum raised was insufficient to restore the
Solo Organ, so this was left disconnected from the main
instrument. The organ was voiced by Dennis Thurlow, with
Dr Roy Massey of Hereford Cathedral acting as
consultant.

Thanks to a generous donation by Rannald Ogston, in
1995 it was possible to complete the restoration to the
Solo Organ, and the three harmonic flute stops 8’, 4’ and
2’ were reinstated, the Lieblich Gedakt and Violin
Diapason replaced by a Viol de Gamba and a Voix
Celeste, retaining the fine Orchestral Oboe. Following a
further donation by the same benefactor, it was decided to
improve the Pedal division. Whereas the rest of the organ
had been gradually increased in size, the Pedal Organ had
remained the same, thus producing a somewhat top heavy
effect. A full set of 32’ pipes being too expensive, twelve
stopped 16’ pipes were added to the existing 16’ Bourdon,
thereby producing a 32’ rank. In addition, the 8’ Bass Flute
was restored to its original position and a new two rank
mixture added.

After 25 years of excellent service, the organ was cleaned
and overhauled in 2007 and the under-actions were
releathered in best sheepskin. The opportunity was taken
to install a Mounted Cornet on the Great in the style of the
one lost during the 19th-century restoration. New toggle-

touch keyboards with bone covering replaced those added
in 1981.

From the original Holdich three manual 19 stop organ, it
has progressively been developed into today’s 4 manual +
pedals 53 stop organ, with solid state multi-level capture
system and sequencer. It is one of the finest Parish church
organs in the country, and attracts international recitalists,
including the likes of Thomas Trotter, Nicholas Kynaston
and Simon Preston (see previous article)

Information extracted from a booklet produced by Shaun
Ward, the current organist, in August 2009.
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IACO MATTERS

David Gumbley appointment
Congratulations to David Gumbley on being appointed for
the next two years to the Advisory Committee of the IAO.

Midlands Organ Day 2010

I understand from the Derby Association, that the Midlands
Organ Day 2010 has been nominally fixed for Saturday 2"
October 2010. The two venues will be Derby Cathedral
and St John’s Bridge St, both within easy walking distance
(and are also close to numerous restaurants and
hostelries!)

Free Church Choir Music

As of 9™ September, Peter Wilkinson is offering a number
of sets of church choir music from Horfield Baptist Church
to anyone who can use them. There is no charge, but a
donation to their development plan would be appreciated.
Enquiries to p.wilkson@hotmail.com, who will be able to
send a catalogue.

LICHFIELD CATHEDRAL NEWS/EVENTS

RECENT CATHEDRAL ORGAN RECITALS

William Saunders Recital 31* August 2009

William is currently Assistant Director of Music at Ipswich
School and Assistant Director of Music at St Mary-le-
Tower Civic Church Ipswich. Despite being only 28 years
old, he is an experienced recitalist and accompanist and
has played at many distinguished venues in this country
and abroad, including the Cambridge Summer Music
Festival and Oundle International Festival. In 2007, he
recorded a CD of Romantic English organ music at St
Mary Redcliffe Bristol, and he has just released his second
CD, which was recorded on the renovated instrument of St
Mary-le-Tower Church, Ipswich. During 2009, in addition
to numerous UK recitals, he has carried out a recital tour
of Bremen, Hamburg and Plon.

His lunchtime recital opened with Handel's 4" Organ
Concerto in F Major, but the remainder of his programme
was in lighter vein starting with Capriol Suite by Peter
Warlock. This was followed by the Percy Grainger pieces -
Country Gardens, an Irish Tune from County Derry (rather
more commonly known as Danny Boy), finishing his
programme with a modern piece in the style of Handel,
called Handel in the Strand. A very enjoyable recital, but
perhaps not an overly demanding programme.

TS



Roger Judd Recital 11" September 2009

Cameron Carpenter’s cancelled UK tour gave Roger Judd
an opportunity for a long overdue first visit to Lichfield
Cathedral, following an invitation from Philip Scriven who
knew Roger from when they were together at Windsor
Castle.

Roger Judd’'s musical life began as a chorister at
Winchester Cathedral, and continued as organ scholar of
Pembroke College, Cambridge where he studied with Sir
David Wilcocks. This was followed by four years as
Assistant Director of Music at Ely Cathedral, then twelve
years as Master of Music at St Michael’'s College Tenbury.
From 1985 to 2008 he was Assistant Organist of St
George’s Chapel, Windsor Castle, where he accompanied
the Chapel Choir in the services, concerts, recordings, and
broadcasts, including a number of Royal Occasions. For
more than ten years he was organ tutor to London
University, and for seventeen years taught piano and
organ at Eaton College. He has recorded several CD’s at
St George’s and Laurenskerk in Rotterdam, and two more
CD’s are scheduled. He has made several visits to
Norway, as well as Canada and the USA, and in 2009 has
given recitals at numerous UK venues. After 40 years in
the profession and 23 years at St George’'s, H M The
Queen honoured him with Membership of the Royal
Victorian Order in the 2009 New Years Honours.

Roger’'s evening recital programme was structured as
something of a ‘club sandwich’, with all three Cesar Franck
Chorals as the slices of bread, each separated by a “filling’
of J S Bach pieces — Manuals only Preludes from the
Klavierubung, Sinfonia to Cantata 29, Prelude & Fugue in
A Major and Ricercare a 6 - with due apologies to Bach for
suggesting his music was the in-fill!

Franck’s Trois Chorals pour Grande Orgue belies the
complexity and variety found within the three pieces,
skilfully played by Roger Judd and providing a most
enjoyable programme.

TS

Cathy Lamb & Martyn Rawles Recital 14" September
2009

Cathy Lamb and Martyn Rawles’ lunchtime recital opened
with Cathy playing Bach’'s Prelude & Fugue in E Minor,
commonly known as The Wedge. Martyn followed with
Mendelssohn's Sonata No 5, with its majestic final
movement. Then it was back to Cathy for Alfred
Hitchcock’s theme tune Gounod’s March Funebre d’'une
Marrionette, giving Cathy the chance to show off the
colours of the Hill organ with her choice of registration -
accompanied by the Cathedral renovators on the power
drill!

Cathy and Martyn can always be relied upon to get up to a
bit of mischief when giving a joint recital, and the final two
pieces provided their opportunity to indulge. Firstly, Martyn
played the Bahn-Frei! Polka by Eduard Strauss, arranged
by Noel Rawsthorne, with no expense being spared by
augmenting the Hill organ with a Thomas the Tank Engine
whistle. | understand this will not be a permanent feature
of the Hill organ, as the toy whistle has to be returned to a
certain toddler before it's missed!

Secondly came their finale, with a duet of the Grande
March from Aida by Verdi, for which Martyn had given
prior warning as being ‘not in good taste, nor even in bad
taste, but in no taste at alll’ According to the programme,
this piece was arranged by Christopher Morris, with
additional arrangement by Blather Cinema & Wanly
Armrest. (Clue — you might better recognise these eminent
arrangers if you re-jig the letters of their names — answers
on a postcard to the Editor!!) In the event, it was actually a
very rousing finale to a most enjoyable, and different,
recital.

TS

LICHFIELD CATHEDRAL FORTHCOMING ORGAN
RECITALS/EVENTS

Tues 13/10/2009

Celebrity organ recital by Carlo Curley (USA) — the
‘Pavarotti of the organ world’, 7.30pm. For those who
haven't seen Carlo before, he is a real showman with an
infectious enthusiasm for his music, which attracts people
who normally shun organ recitals. A ‘not to be missed’
recital.

Tues 10/11/2009

The 3 Cathedral Organists (Philip Scriven, Martyn Rawles
and Cathy Lamb), 7.30 pm. As already mentioned under
the LDOA President’s Evening item, this recital comprises
requests, so if you want to hear your favourite piece
played, then forward your request as soon as possible to
martyn.rawles@lichfield-cathedral.org

Evening concerts £8, except Carlo Curley concert (£10),
inclusive of glass of wine and chance to meet the soloists.
All concerts are with CCTV.

LOCAL ORGAN INSTALLATIONS/REFURBISHMENTS

In the June Newsletter, we featured the overhaul plans for
the organ in The Guild Church of St Mary in Lichfield. This
work is now under way by M C Thompson Organ Builders
Ltd of Burton-on-Trent. According to Stephen Alliss, who is
both the organist and also on the staff of the organ
builders, the work is progressing, albeit slowly due to the
changes made to the building in the late 70’s. As shown by
the photo, the work involves a major strip-down in order to
gain access to the reservoirs, which are to be re-leathered
this time - they were last done in 1907! The pedal
diapason also needs to come out so that the chests can
be worked on, and they are going to be difficult. The great
pipework is now off and in the workshop, and the roller



boards are back in the church after overhaul, as are the
stop trundles and also some other small parts.

St Mary'’s Lichfield Work In Progress

The work is due to be completed by Christmas, and an
LDOA visit is planned for April 2010. Whilst the pipe organ
is out of commission, they are using a Hammond L100
spinet organ for services. This brought back memories as
this same model was my very first home practice organ,
purchased second hand nearly 50 years ago!

My thanks to Stephen Alliss for the update. TS

NEWS FROM THE LDOA COMMITTEE

Recruitment drive

At the Committee Meeting on Monday 7" September, an
update was given on the drive to attract new members.
Flyers have been produced by copying the recently
updated Lichfield IAO Website, and Clive Smith has
commenced distributing these to all secondary
schools/colleges in our area. Clive has also arranged for
them to be displayed at public organ concerts in the area,
particularly those at Lichfield Cathedral. As you will see
under ‘Members’ News’, we have already had one
success!

2010 Subscriptions

We are pleased to confirm that the subscription rate for
2010 will remain unchanged at £10 for individuals, £15 for
couples. Payment is due by 1% January 2010 at the latest.

Next meeting of the committee is on 11" December 2009.

MEMBERS' NEWS

David Gumbley/Pam Strong Recital 5" September 2009

The recital by David and Pam was to help towards raising
funds for essential work on the organ, approaching £1000.
The organ at St Mary's Weeford has an interesting history.
The Great Organ was installed in 1847 and is the work of

the famous organ builder G M Holdich. It was almost
certainly in the gallery at the West end (this was
dismantled at the beginning of the 20" century) and may
have included pedals in its specification.

The Organ of St Mary's Church, Weeford

When the church was extended, and the Chancel added in
the 1880’s, the organ was moved to its present position in
the Victorian Chancel, and a Swell manual added at the
turn of the century, but the builder of this manual is
unknown. It is much more lightly voiced that the Holdich
section, and provides a delicate contrast with the more
assertive voicing of Holdich’s pipework. The current
specification is:

Great: Open Diapason 8, Clarabella 8, Principal 4,
Fifteenth 2', Stopped Diapason Bass

Swell: Open Diapason 8', Hautboy 8', Salicional 8,
Gemshorn 4, Fifteenth 2’

Pedal: Bourdon 16’, Couplers: Gt/Ped, Sw /Ped, Sw/Gt

Attention is needed to the one and only pedal stop, the 16’
Bourdon, and this work is the subject of the fund raising.

The recital was supported by programme notes covering
16 pieces by J S Bach, French composers and a number
of 18"™/19"/20™ century British composers, with the playing
alternating between David and Pam. Pam bravely tackled
Widor’s Toccata from Symphony No. 5, just prior to which
the aforementioned one-and-only pedal stop decided that
it would be opportune to demonstrate the need for
refurbishment by jamming in the ‘off’ position, and refusing
to budge for the last 4 pieces despite some frantic stop
knob pulling and tugging by David and Pam. This hiccup in
no way spoilt the audience’s enjoyment of an excellent
recital, and it was just disappointing that more people
didn’t turn up to take advantage of the hard practice and
preparation that clearly went into David and Pam’s varied
programme.

New Member

Following the commencement of the drive to recruit new
members, flyers were displayed at recent recitals at
Lichfield Cathedral, and as a result we were pleased to
welcome our first new recruit, Andrew McMillan, when he
attended the President's Evening at Lichfield Cathedral.



Andrew is from Hinckley, and is already a member of the
Leicester Association. He has for many years been
organist at Hinckley Baptist Church

Andrew McMillan at the console of Lichfield
Cathedral on the President’s Evening visit

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

LDOA MEETINGS

Sat 24/10/09
Visit to All Saints, Four Oaks at 3 pm. Visit and talk on
their 4 manual organ by Angela Sones, Director of Music

Sat 9/01/2010

Visit courtesy of Peter Morris to Walsall Town Hall at 10
am, where there is a magnificent 1938 Compton 4 manual
73 stop organ. Then on to St Matthews, 4 manual 74 stop
organ — originally built by Samuel Green in 1773.

Wed 3/02/2010
LDOA Annual Dinner at The Old School House, Weeford.
7 pm for 7.30 pm

Sat 24/04/2010 (to be confirmed)

Visit to St Mary’s, Market Square, Lichfield, following the
completion of the organ refurbishment. Visit hosted by
Stephen Alliss.

Wed 30/06/2010

Visit to Emmanuel Church, Wylde Green. Short talk by
Richard Mason, Director of Music, and opportunity to play
the 4 manual Willis organ.

Sat 18/09/2010 (to be confirmed)
President's Evening at Lichfield Cathedral, hosted by
Philip Scriven, Martyn Rawles and Cathy Lamb

Sat 23/10/2010

Visit by kind permission of Rev David Thomas to Armitage
church at 3 pm to play the Samuel Green organ ex
Lichfield Cathedral, and then Hawkesyard Priory Nursing

Home to play the 3 manual Gray & Davidson organ, ex
Eaton College.

LDOA MEMBER RECITALS/EVENTS

Wed 2/12/09 Shenstone Methodist Church

Advent organ recital by Pat Neville and Pam Strong, 12.45
pm —1.30 pm

Bring along your sandwiches — drinks available.

RECITALS IN LOCAL AREA (to 31/12/2009)

October

Thurs 1/10/09 St Paul's Birmingham
Paul Carr (St Paul's Birmingham), 1.15 pm

Frid 2/10/09 St Chad'’s Shrewsbury
Sebastian Thomson (St Matthew’s Northampton), 12.40
pm

Frid 2/10/09 Emmanuel Church Wylde Green
Andrew Fletcher, 1.00 pm

Frid 2/10/09 Friends Meeting House, Bournville
Keith Hearnshaw (Concert Organist), 1.10 pm

Sat 3/10/09 All Saints’ West Bromwich
Andrew Fletcher, 11.00 am

Sat 3/10/09 Worcester Cathedral
David Briggs (Concert Organist), 6.30 pm

Sat 3/10/09 Derby Cathedral
Handel Celebration Concert, incl 4 Coronation anthems,
Dixit Dominus, and an organ concerto. 7.45 pm

Sun 4/10/09 Holy Trinity, Wordsley
Paul Carr (St Paul’s, Birmingham), 3.00 pm

Mon 5/10/09 Birmingham Town Hall

175" Birthday Organ Concert — Thomas Trotter, 7.30 pm.
Special anniversary recital of music by Mendelssohn,
Lemmens, S S Wesley, Bach, Festing, Thalben-Ball, Elgar
and Weber

Mon 5/10/09 St Chad’s Cathedral, Birmingham
David Saint (St Chad’s), 7.30 pm

Sat 10/10/09 Methodist Central Hall, Longton
Christopher Machin (Christ Church, Fenton), 7.30 pm

Mon 12/10/09 Birmingham Town Hall
Thomas Trotter (Birmingham City Organist), 1.00 pm

Tues 13/10/09 Lichfield Cathedral
Carlo Curley (Concert Organist), 7.30 pm

Sat 17/10/09 Great Malvern Priory
Ashley Grote (Gloucester Cathedral), 12.00 pm

Sat 17/10/09 Victoria Hall, Hanley
Raul Prieto Ramirez (Nat. Concert Hall, Madrid) 12.00 pm

Sat 17/10/09 Tewkesbury Abbey
Carleton Etherington, Roy Massey, Benjamin Nicholas,
7.30 pm




Sun 18/10/09 St Augustine of Hippo, Holly Hall, Dudley
Darren Hogg (Birmingham), 3.00 pm

Mon 19/10/09 Birmingham Town Hall
David Gammie (Sacred Heart, Wimbledon), 1.00 pm

Sun 25/10/09 Albert Hall Nottingham
John Scott (St Thomas'’s, New York, USA), 2.45 pm

Mon 26/10/09 Birmingham Town Hall
Peter King (Bath Abbey), 1.00 pm

Tues 27/10/09 Warwick Road United Reformed Church
Keith Hearnshaw (Concert Organist) 1.10 pm

Frid 30/10/09 St Chad's Shrewbury
David Flood (Canterbury Cathedral), 12.40 pm

Frid 30/10/09 Birmingham Cathedral
Thomas Leech (Leeds Cathedral), 1.10 pm

Sat 31/10/09 Birmingham Town Hall
Nigel Ogden, Phantom of the Opera Improvisation,
7.30pm

Sat 31/10/09 St Mary’s Church, Melton Mowbray
‘A Battle of the Organs’ with Carlo Curley, Keith
Hearnshaw & James Gutteridge, 7.30 pm (flyer attached)

November

Sun 1/11/09 Holy Trinity, Wordsley
Paul Carr (St Paul's Birmingham), 3.00 pm

Mon 2/11/09 Symphony Hall, Birmingham
Thomas Trotter (Birmingham City Organist), 1.00 pm

Thurs 5/11/09 St Paul's, Birmingham
Paul Carr (St Paul’s), 1.15 pm

Frid 6/11/09 Emmanuel Church Wylde Green
Andrew Fletcher, 1.00 pm

Mon 9/11/09 Birmingham Town Hall
Thomas Trotter (Birmingham City Organist), 1.00 pm

Tues 10/11/09 Warwick Road United Reformed Church
Tim Campain (Warwick Rd United Ref Church), 1.10 pm

Tues 10/11/09 Lichfield Cathedral
Philip Scriven, Martyn Rawles, Cathy Lamb, 7.30 pm

Thurs 12/11/09 West Bromwich Town Hall
Peter Morris (St Chad’s), 1.00 pm

Frid 13/11/09 Friends Meeting House Bournville

Darren Hogg (Birmgingham), 1.00 pm

Sat 14/11/09 Emmanuel Parish Church, Bentley

Christopher Thompson (Swinton), 2.00 pm

Sun 15/11/09 St Augustine of Hippo, Holly Hall, Nr Dudley

Christopher Thompson (Swinton), 3.00 pm

Mon 16/11/09 Birmingham Town Hall

Ulrich Walther (Germany), 1.00 pm

Sat 21/11/09 Victoria Hall, Hanley

Donald MacKenzie (Odeon, Leicester Square), 12.00 pm

Sat 21/11/09 Warwick Road United Reformed Church
David Warner (organ) & Robert Gurney (piano), 7.00 pm

Mon 23/11/09 Birmingham Town Hall
Thomas Trotter (Birmingham City Organist), 1.00 pm

Tues 24/11/09 Warwick Road United Reformed Church
Laurence Caldecote (St Nicolas, Nuneaton), 1.10 pm

Sat 28/11/09 Great Malvern Priory
Paul Charman (Malvern Priory), 12.00 pm

Mon 30/11/09 Birmingham Town Hall
Thomas Trotter (Birmingham City Organist), 1.00 pm

Mon 30/11/09 Birmingham Cathedral
Henry Fairs (Birmingham University), 7.00 pm

December

Thurs 3/12/09 St Paul's Birmingham
Paul Carr (St Paul’s), 1.15 pm

Thurs 3/12/09 West Browmwich Town Hall
Jonathan Clarke, 1.00 pm

Frid 4/12/09 Emmanuel Church Wylde Green
Andrew Fletcher, 1.00 pm

Sun 6/12/09 Holy Trinity Wordsley
Paul Carr (St Paul's Birmingham), 3.00 pm

Mon 14/12/09 Birmingham Town Hall
Thomas Trotter (Birmingham City Organist), 1.00 pm

For a complete listing of organ recitals in the UK and
further details go to www.organrecitals.com
For details of recital organ specifications go to the National

Pipe Organ Register at www.npor.org.uk

LICHFIELD & DISTRICT ORGANISTS' ASSOCIATION CONTACT S

President: Philip Scriven, MA FRCO

Chairman: David Gumbley, 0121 308 4845, e-mail Davidgumbley@msn.com

Secretary: Pam Strong, 01543 433368, e-mail Pamstrongb@aol.com

Treasurer: Pat Neville, 01543 481195
Publicity: Clive Smith, 07939 550408

Newsletter Editor: Trevor Smedley, 01543 319329, e-mail trevorsmedley@ntlworld.com

Editorial Note - next Newsletter is planned for Dec ~ ember, with deadline for submission of items for in
30/11/09, to Trevor Smedley by e-mail as above, or by mail

clusion of

to 8 The Parchments, Lichfield, Staffordshire, WS13 7NA



