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RECENT LDOA VISITS 

 
VISIT TO WALSALL 9 TH JANUARY 2010  
 
We were indebted to our host Peter Morris, Walsall 
Borough Organist, and to Pam Strong for the visit to two 
venues in Walsall possessing notable four manual organs. 
After a week of severe weather conditions, we were 
fortunate that the visit went ahead, albeit that the less than 
ideal travel conditions reduced the numbers attending 
compared with our normal turnout.  
 
Walsall Town Hall 
 
As well as Walsall Borough Organist, Peter Morris is also 
Director of Music at St Peter’s Collegiate Church, 
Wolverhampton. Peter took over in 2001 from his 
predecessor Harold Britten, who had been Borough 
Organist since 1957. 
 

 
Peter Morris, Walsall Borough Organist at the console 

 
Peter opened proceedings with a brief history of the organ. 
The organ was made by local organ builders Nicholson & 
Lord in 1908, in honour of Queen Victoria, for the princely 
sum of £2,300. 
  

 
The 1908 Nicholson & Lord organ of Walsall Town Hall 

 
The organ had 4 manuals and originally 49 speaking 
stops, with the magnificent polished walnut case 
occupying most of the wall to the rear of the stage. Hill 
Norman and Beard cleaned and overhauled the organ in 
1919, but 1937 saw a major rebuild by John Compton and 
Hawkins & Co, including new electric action and a new 
console. The most recent work was carried in the 1980’s 
by Hawkins and by Mander, including the addition of 
Tibias, making it a very versatile instrument. The organ 
now has 73 speaking stops, including a 32’ Sub Bass and 
a 32’ Contra Trombone in the pedal division. The October 
2008 Centenary or the organ was celebrated in style with 
a recital by Thomas Trotter.  
 
Peter explained that the humidifier had been defective for 
some two and a half years, as council funds were tight, 
and at the moment the swell pedal wasn’t working, added 
to which this morning an unwelcome high-pitched cipher 
had made its appearance.  
 
Peter then gave a short demo of the organ, starting with a 
piece well suited to playing on a large town hall organ - 
Elgar’s Imperial March. Peter duly handed over the 
console to the LDOA members to put the organ through its 
paces.  

 

 
Paul Geoghegan at the console of Walsall Town Hall 

organ 
 

As you might imagine, helped by good acoustics the organ 
has no difficulty in filling the hall, and Paul Geoghegan’s 
improvisation showed off the range of sounds of which the 
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instrument is capable. Let’s hope the once regular organ 
recitals are resumed in the near future, so that the people 
of Walsall can once again hear the splendid organ in their 
Town Hall. 
 
Once everyone brave enough to have a go on the organ 
had had their fill, we departed for our next venue via the 
icy back streets of Walsall.  

 
St Matthew’s Church, Walsall 
 
Peter Morris followed us to St Matthew’s, set on a hill 
overlooking Walsall, where we were welcomed by Patrick 
(Pat) Marriott, Organist of St Matthew’s, and offered some 
very welcome hot drinks on such a cold morning. Having 
been the assistant organist for many years, Pat took over 
as organist from Peter Morris when he moved to St Peter’s 
Wolverhampton. 
 

 
St Matthew’s Church, Walsall, with the organ just visible in 

the far LH corner, at the north side of the chancel. 
 
The present organ has its origins in 1773, and was a three 
manual instrument built by Samuel Green. Interestingly, 
the organ was first played by Dr Alcock of Lichfield 
Cathedral, who declared it “a good instrument”. It was 
improved and enlarged by J C Bishop in 1845 and again in 
1880, and moved from its previous location over the 
chancel arch to its present position on the north side of the 
chancel. In 1907, the Vicar of Wexford, the Rev Eckersley, 
advised that a renovation was needed, and the contract 
was duly awarded to J J Binns of Leeds. Prior to 1908, the 
organ had been blown by hand, but the work carried out in 
1908 included for the first time provision of an electric 
blower, as well as increasing the speaking stops from 40 
to 56 and also installing thumb and toe pistons. 
 
A major reconstruction was carried out in 1952/3 by J W 
Walker. All the old pipework, including 200 from the 
original Samuel Green organ of 1773 was overhauled and 
re-used. The soundboards and the action were re-made 
and converted to electro-pneumatic action. A Solo Organ 
manual was added, a new console provided with stop tabs 
instead of drawstops, and the number of speaking stops 

was increased to 71. The organist at the dedication 
service conducted by The Bishop of Stafford in February 
1953 was Edgar Morgan. 
 
After 46 years service, the mechanisms of the organ, and 
the leather in the bellows/motors were all showing signs of 
age, plus the electrical systems were becoming unreliable. 
This lead to the most recent major work being carried out 
in 1999/2000 by Nicholson to a scheme by Roger Fisher 
and Peter Morris, who was Director of Music at that time.  
The Walker console was retained, a new solid-state 
transmission system and piston capture system added. 
Tonal alterations were made, including the provision of a 
Trombone in the Pedal (also made available on the Great), 
and a Civic Trumpet added to the Solo, the number of 
speaking stops having now risen to 74.   
 

 
The Walker console of St Matthew’s Church, Walsall 

 
Then came our opportunity to try out the organ, with David 
Gumbley opening proceedings, followed by Andrew 
McMillan making a very nice job of a piece by J S Bach. 
  

 
Daivd Gumbly at the console of St Matthew Church, 

Walsall 
 
The organ has a very comprehensive specification, and 
despite being rather confined into one corner of the 
church, the organ sounds well. I was fortunate in having 
the opportunity to hear Carlo Curley put this organ through 
its paces at his recital here some ten years ago, and I do 
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recall him commenting on the cramped organ loft, where 
he’d had some difficulty squeezing into the tight space 
between the console and the back of the organ bench – 
hardly designed with large American organists in mind! 
 

 
Pipework of the organ at St Matthew’s church, Walsall 

 
Our thanks to Pat Marriott for his hospitality at St 
Matthews, and our gratitude to Peter Morris for arranging 
and hosting two splendid visits in Walsall.  
 
TS, with acknowledgements to Roy Davies for his 
excellent booklet on the history of the organs of St 
Matthews. 
 
 

FORTHCOMING LDOA VISITS 
 
Wed 3/02/2010 
LDOA Annual Dinner at The Old School House, Weeford. 
7 pm for 7.30 pm. At the last count there were 17 coming 
to the meal, and Pam has secured an upstairs room for us. 
For those of you not familiar with the location of the 
restaurant, it is opposite Weeford Church and the 
postcode is WS14 0PW. It is accessed from the Old A5 - 
see locator map below: 
 

 
 
Sat 6/03/2010 (Extra 2010 visit)  
Visit to Darlaston Town Hall. The visit will be hosted by 
one of our newest members, Mervin Jones, who gives 
regular monthly concerts on this almost unaltered 1903 J J 
Binns 3 manual organ, featured in the December 2009 
newsletter. Mervin will give a brief history of the organ and 
demonstration, before handing over to any members 
wishing to play – bring your music! Meet promptly at 
9.45am, and we have use of the Hall until approx 11am. 
Mervin is looking into the possibility of then walking over 
the road to sample the organ at St Lawrence’s Church. 

Darlaston Town Hall is the large red brick building located 
in the centre of Darlaston on Victoria Road, postcode 
WS10 8AA. The locator map is shown below, with 
Darlaston Town Hall circled ‘red’. It can be accessed via 
either down the A462, then left at the roundabout onto 
New Street, right at Church St, and left onto Victoria Road, 
or from the A4038 up Crescent Rd and left onto Victoria 
Road. Whilst there is no public parking at the Hall, free 
parking is available either on the surrounding streets, or in 
a small car park at the southern end of Crescent Road. 
 

 
Darlaston, with Town Hall circled in ‘red’ 

 
Sat 1/05/2010  
Visit to St Mary’s, Market Square, Lichfield, following the 
completion of the organ refurbishment. Visit hosted by 
Stephen Alliss, Organist & Director of Music. Our AGM will 
also be combined with this visit. 
 
Wed 30/06/2010 
Visit to Emmanuel Church, Wylde Green, at 7.30 pm. 
Short talk by Richard Mason, Director of Music, and 
opportunity to play the 4 manual Willis organ. 
 
Sat 18/09/2010 (to be confirmed) 
President’s Evening at Lichfield Cathedral, hosted by 
Philip Scriven, Martyn Rawles and Cathy Lamb 
 
Sat 23/10/2010 
Visit by kind permission of Rev David Thomas to Armitage 
church at 3 pm to play the Samuel Green organ ex 
Lichfield Cathedral, and then Hawkesyard Priory Nursing 
Home to play the 3 manual Gray & Davidson organ, ex 
Eaton College. 
 

 
RECENT RECITALS REVIEWS 

 
PAT NEVILLE/PAM STRONG RECITAL 2 ND DEC. 2009 
 
This joint advent recital was held at the church where Pat 
is resident organist, the Trinity Methodist Church, 
Shenstone. 
 
Colin Fishwick introduced Pat and Pam as ’the two P’s at 
the keys’, and with the audience suitably fortified with hot 
drinks and mince pies, the recital got under way. 
 
Pam opened brightly with Fugue in G Minor by J S Bach, 
but towards the end of the piece it became apparent that 
all was far from well with the organ, despite having 
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behaved impeccably during the morning’s practise 
session. Pam followed with Hark the Glad Sound the 
Saviour Comes by Malcolm Archer, and Chanson de Matin 
by Sir Edward Elgar, but it was becoming increasing 
obvious that there wasn’t just one fault - there were clearly 
a number of faults with the organ. Pat followed with 
Adoration by C Edgar Ford, Chaconne in F Minor by 
Pachelbel and Chorale Prelude ‘In Dulci Jubilo’ by 
Buxtehude. Pam and Pat soldiered on with their 
programme, but the problems with the organ were 
becoming increasingly difficult to overcome and everyone 
appreciated that Pam and Pat were not going to be able to 
complete their full programme under such trying 
circumstances.  
 
After clearly putting a great deal of effort into the choice of 
suitable pieces for the festive season, and the commitment 
of considerable practise time, it was a great 
disappointment for both the performers and the audience 
alike that the well attended recital had to be curtailed. The 
fault subsequently turned out to be a failed rectifier, and 
we trust that there‘ll be an opportunity to hear Pat and 
Pam on a future occasion, under more favourable 
circumstances. 
 
TS 
 
PAUL CARR RECITAL 3 RD DECEMBER 2009 
 
As many of you are no doubt aware, Paul Carr is the 
resident Organist and Director of Music at St Paul’s 
Church, a Grade 1 Listed Building located in a timeless 
Georgian square in the Jewellery Quarter of Birmingham. 
Paul gives lunchtime recitals on the first Thursday of every 
month in the Thursday Live programme, which he 
launched in July 2008.  
 

 
Paul Carr, St Paul’s Birmingham 

 
In addition to his duties at St Paul’s, Paul leads a busy 
schedule as both solo recitalist and choral accompanist. 
He studied under Dr Roy Massey at Hereford Cathedral 
and Professor David Saint at Birmingham Conservatoire, 
graduating with first class honours. Paul has performed on 
many of the finest instruments in the UK. Recent and 
forthcoming engagements include solo recitals at 
Birmingham's Cathedrals, Birmingham Town Hall, 
Westminster Abbey, Christchurch Priory, Chester 
Cathedral, Blenheim Palace, Truro Cathedral, Victoria Hall 
Hanley, Rochdale Town Hall, St Giles' Cathedral 
Edinburgh, Portsmouth Cathedral, Hereford Cathedral, 
Kelvingrove Art Gallery in Glasgow, Canterbury Cathedral, 
Lichfield Cathedral, Rochester Cathedral and Alexandra 
Palace. 

 
He has performed often in Germany, most recently in 
Münster where in August 2010 he will return to give a third 
Angeluskonzert at the Lambertikirche. In August 2008 
Paul gave a Sunday audition d'orgue at Notre-Dame 
Cathedral, Paris. 
 
Paul gives an additional twelve concerts throughout the 
year in his series of Sunday Afternoon Organ Music which 
he established at Holy Trinity Parish Church Wordsley, 
Stourbridge, in 2003. He has toured with choirs to Poland, 
the Czech Republic and Birmingham's sister city, Chicago, 
USA, to where he will return in 2010 to give a solo recital 
at the Fourth Presbyterian Church, whose instrument is 
one of the largest in the Midwest. In the UK his work with 
choirs has a particular emphasis on French repertoire. He 
also regularly accompanies visiting choirs in cathedrals 
around the country. In July 2010 he will accompany 
Birmingham Festival Choral Society on their concert tour 
of Slovakia.                                    .   
 
Paul lives in the West Midlands, and has taught in primary 
education for 13 years. He was elected President of our 
sister association, the Birmingham Organists’ Association, 
in March 2008, and also serves as Council member of the 
Worcestershire Organists' Association.  
 

 
The organ of St Paul’s in Birmingham’s Jewellery Quarter 

 
The first documented organ in St Paul’s was built in 1830 
by James Bishop. It was sited on the gallery at the west 
end of the church. Banfield enlarged the organ in 1838 
including a new Swell division, which was probably a 
replacement for Bishop’s Swell rather than an addition. 
Bevington and Sons rebuilt and enlarged the organ in 
1871, and again worked on it in 1897. 
 
The organ was moved to its present location in 1927 by 
Conacher Sheffield & Co. and was extensively rebuilt. 
Unfortunately the organ case could not be accommodated 
in its new position unaltered. The wings had to be 
removed and are now joined together to serve as the 
screen facing the north gallery, along with some recycled 
pew doors. The side towers could not fit between the 
mouldings on the north arcade bases, so the entire case-
front was raised so that the corbels of the side towers 
cleared the mouldings. This caused the side-tower 
cornices to conflict with the arcade capitals, so the 
cornices were removed.                                      . 
 
Following war damage and the resulting weather-related 
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damage, the organ was in a poor state by 1953, notably 
the Choir division was completely ‘bombed out’. Hill, 
Norman & Beard remodelled the organ as a two manual 
and pedal 25 stop instrument in 1964. 
 
This is the organ present today, albeit with some 
incongruous additions to the piston system added in 1996. 
There is a mixture of tracker action on the Great and 
electro-pneumatic action on the Swell and Pedal divisions, 
and Paul confirmed to me that this mixture of actions was 
particularly off-putting when playing with one hand on each 
manual! To further challenge the organist, the 
soundboards are of differing compass, with the Great 
compass only going to f3, so that the top 7 notes only 
sound when the Swell is coupled to the Great. The 
pipework consists of some of the original Bishop ranks, 
arguably the best sounds in the organ at present, some 
second hand pipework from Hill Norman & Beard’s stock 
in 1964, and one new stop – the Great Stopped Diapason. 
It is a credit to the pipe voicer of 1964 that the organ 
sounds so fine and complete!                                            .  
 
St Paul’s has some of the finest acoustics in the city of 
Birmingham and this helps the existing instrument to still 
sound rather fine, mainly due to the presence of some 
unaltered 1830s pipework by James Bishop. However, 
during the next few years the organ is going to require 
much drastic and very expensive work. Although currently 
it sounds fine, the poorly conceived mechanics are now in 
a bad state of repair and are increasingly unreliable. The 
soundboards are in a very poor condition and some of the 
pipework is showing signs of collapse. Unfortunately only 
some of the pipework, mainly the original Bishop ranks, 
will be worth restoring, either economically or artistically. 
 
Paul opened his programme with an appropriately festive 
flourish with the Toccata on Veni Emmanuel by Andrew 
Carter. This was followed by four pieces by J S Bach - 
Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme, then two pieces from The 
Little Organ Book, and finally the very popular Sinfonia to 
Cantata No 29, ‘an arrangement of an arrangement of an 
arrangement’, as Paul described it! Then followed Louis-
Claude Daq’uin’s most well known piece, Noel Etranger, 
from Ten Pieces for Organ. Paul’s finale was also 
appropriately festive – Rhapsodie sur des Noels by 
Gigout. 
 
That we were treated to such a splendid festive recital 
despite the many issues with this organ is testament to 
Paul Carr’s undoubted talent and his familiarity the 
instrument’s idiosyncrasies, together with the excellent 
acoustics of this building. However, Paul confirmed that 
preparations are in hand to launch a major appeal to build 
a new organ, incorporating the historic Bishop pipework in 
a remodelled case. We wish Paul Carr and St Paul’s every 
success with their appeal! 
 
TS, with acknowledgements to Paul Carr for his invaluable 
notes on the organ. 
 
 
ANDREW FLETCHER RECITAL 8 TH JANUARY 2010  
 
There is a regular lunchtime organ recital peformed by 
Andrew Fletcher on the first Friday of each month at 
Emmanuel Church, Wylde Green. 
 

 
Andrew Fletcher 

Andrew  Fletcher was educated in Birmingham and at 
Oxford University where he was organ scholar at Keble 
College.  He is a prize-winning Fellow of the Royal College 
of Organists and also holds their choir-training diploma.  

Since 1985 he has pursued a free-lance career in his 
hometown of Birmingham, and is much in demand as a 
teacher of piano, organ and paperwork, as a recitalist and 
keyboard accompanist, and as a composer and arranger. 
He has held posts in Warwick, Swindon and Birmingham 
and was Director of Music at St. Thomas's, Stourbridge 
until Easter 2009, when after 15 years in the post he gave 
up the struggle of trying to recruit boys for the choir – sadly 
an all too familiar problem in this day and age. He 
conducts the Solihull Choral Society, is Organ Adviser to 
the Diocese of Worcester, and Organist to the University 
of Birmingham.  

He has given numerous organ recitals, master-classes 
and choral workshops both here and in the United States 
and is in great demand as a teacher and accompanist. His 
many organ and choral compositions are published by 
Oxford University Press, RSCM, Peters Edition and Kevin 
Mayhew. His 'Oecumuse' publications are available direct 
from him but will eventually be published by Allegro Music  

He is a regular recitalist in England and has performed in 
such venues as St. Paul's, Canterbury, Coventry, 
Hereford, Wells and Bristol cathedrals, the abbeys of 
Tewkesbury, Ampleforth, Waltham and Bath, Southwell 
Minster, Birmingham and Kidderminster Town Halls, Hull 
City Hall, and Victoria Hall, Hanley.  

He has toured extensively in the United States, giving 
recitals, master classes and choral workshops at venues 
in the eastern and southern states.  

The organ at Emmanual Church Wylde Green was 
extensively described in the August 2009 Newsletter, as 
part of the article covering the June 2009 recital there by 
Olivier Latry. Suffice to say that the three manual organ is 
actually two organs playable from the one mobile console. 
The main organ at the West End is a 1932 Willis III 
installed in 1999, and the Apse Organ is also a Willis, but 
built in 2001. The church has a high roof giving excellent 
acoustics, which are fully exploited by the siting of the 
main organ, enabling it to speak directly down the nave. 
 
Andrew opened his recital with Festive Intrada by W Pelz, 
not a composer with whom I’m familiar, but the piece had 
a very Walton-like style, with a splendid fanfare. As this 
festive season had not quite faded too far from people’s 
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thoughts, Andrew followed on with 3 settings of In Dulci 
Jubilo, by J S Bach. Next came a piece by the American 
composer Garth Edmudson, Von Himmel Hoch – a very 
showy Toccata with the pedals playing the melody initially 
and the manuals playing the toccata, finishing with the 
melody on full organ – sort of Bach in the style of Widor! 
 
Then followed a perfect foil for the previous toccata – the 
delicate Prelude and Fugue in A Major by J S Bach. 
Andrew continued with John Stanley’s Suite for Organ, 
with the Trumpet Voluntary, well suited to showing off the 
Willis Tuba stop to good effect. Two pieces by H Mulet 
followed. The first from a set of 10 pieces was Rosace – a 
wistful piece descriptive of the spectrum of light coming 
through the stained glass of a rose window. The second 
was the Carillon Sortie, probably one of the best know of 
Mulet’s works, and a very fitting choice as finale to an 
excellent programme on a splendid organ. 
 
TS 
 
THOMAS TROTTER RECITAL 25 TH JANUARY 2010  
 
As many of you will be aware, there are regular Monday 
lunchtime organ recitals on the William Hill organ at 
Birmingham Town Hall, mostly performed by Thomas 
Trotter, Birmingham City Organist. 
 
For today’s recital Thomas opened with J S Bach’s 
Prelude & Fugue in G, BWV 541.  A notable feature of this 
work is the unusually lively pedal part with streams of 
semi-quavers in both the Prelude and the Fugue, giving 
Thomas ample opportunity to display his impeccable pedal 
technique. 
 
Next followed Priere by the ‘Father of French Romantic 
Organ Music’, Cesar Franck, a contemplative piece 
intended to sound like the massed strings of an orchestra, 
by coupling the string stops of all the manuals together. 
 
W T Best was the supreme British Town Hall Organist of 
his time, who presided for forty years at the monumental 
Willis organ in St George’s Hall, Liverpool, and played 
nearly 100 recitals a year. Variations on popular and easily 
recognisable tunes always went down well with 19th 
century audiences, and ‘Variations on God Save the 
Queen’ composed by Best was no exception. Could it 
perhaps have been Best’s attempt at appeasement having 
told a woman dressed in black, who approached him and 
started talking whilst he was playing, to ‘go away’, and 
who it transpired was Queen Victoria? The piece opens 
grandly and then the flutes introduce the National Anthem, 
before a ‘William Tell like’ Fanfare bursts forth. The piece 
concludes with a grand fugue, picking out the first line of 
the National Anthem as its theme. 
 
Thomas followed with Four Short Pieces by William Harris, 
before finishing with a piece Thomas originally learned for 
the re-opening of the Town Hall after its refurbishment – 
Wagner’s Overture to ‘Die Meistersinger’, arranged by 
Lemare. This piece is an ideal town hall recital finale 
choice, giving plenty of opportunity to show off the 
wonderful range of colours of the grand organ. Yet another 
piece to add to my ‘To Learn List’, which seems to get 
ever longer, despite my best efforts! 
 
TS 

FEATURED ORGAN FOR FEBRUARY  
 
THE ORGAN OF THE CATHEDRAL CHURCH OF ST 
GEORGE THE MARTYR, CAPE TOWN, SOUTH AFRICA  
  
Usually the organ we feature is located in the Midlands, 
but on this occasion it’s slightly further afield! I’m indebted 
to Paul Geoghegan for agreeing to write an article on an 
organ he was fortunate to have the opportunity to play 
when he recently visited his eldest daughter Claire, who 
lives in South Africa. 
 

Sunday Morning Service in Cape Town, 
South Africa  

At the beginning of October, I had the opportunity to spend 
a short time in South Africa, including a few days near(ish) 
to Cape Town. Since the few days included a weekend, 
the attraction of a Sunday Morning service at Cape Town 
Cathedral was irresistible! 
 
The Cathedral Church of St George the Martyr is in the old 
part of Cape Town, adjacent to the Government Buildings 
and of course now somewhat dwarfed by a few of the 
more modern high rise buildings. Built at the start of the 
twentieth century, progress was slow since the Boer War 
was still raging and it was not until 1907 that the building 
work was really moving ahead. It was at this time that a 
wealthy English manufacturer of stone breaking machinery 
Mr W. H. Baxter of Harrogate, having extensive business 
connections in South Africa, made the generous gift of an 
organ to the Cathedral. A few years earlier, he had 
obtained the redundant organ from St Margaret’s Church 
Westminster and he then retained W. Hill & Son to rebuild 
and enlarge the instrument to the design of the consultant 
Sir George Martin, then organist at St Paul’s Cathedral 
London. In addition, he paid for the transport and 
installation of the organ, the only costs which the cathedral 
had to find being £300 “for the electric blowing apparatus”. 
This wonderful gift provided the Cathedral with a beautiful 
61 stop, 4 manual organ housed in a chamber high above 
the south Choir, fronted by an exquisite Arthur Hill case in 
the transept and a very handsome case in the choir.  
 

 
St George’s Cathedral, Cape Town – Choir Case 

 
The earliest history of the organ goes back to 1675, when 
it was built by ‘Father’ Smith. Numerous rebuilds have 
since taken place, including ones by J C Bishop, Holdich 
and a number of times by Hill. The specification of the 
instrument in 1907 was very similar to that of Lichfield 
Cathedral as supplied by Hill in 1908, being only 4 stops 
smaller than the Lichfield instrument. The console is 
attached and is approached by walking through the organ 
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in the chamber, and the original action was tubular 
pneumatic, now electro-pneumatic. There have been a few 
minor alterations to the tonal specifications, notably the 
addition of a very effective 32’ pedal reed (with slightly less 
successful upward extensions to 16’ and 8’), formerly on 
the Walker organ at St Mary’s Nottingham, and the 
insertion of a 4’ flute on the swell. A couple of very nicely 
voiced mutations have been added to the choir, which 
work wonderfully well with the Hill stops – I don’t know 
who added the stops, but the quality of pipe work and 
voicing is very high and is perfect for a Hill organ. 

 

 
St George’s Cathedral, Cape Town – Transept Case 

 
The main Sunday Morning Service at the Cathedral is a 
Sung Eucharist, and since Cape Town is a multi lingual 
community, the service uses 3 different languages, 
including English. So far – so good. The fun comes in 
those parts of the service where the three languages are 
used simultaneously!! This made prayers, including the 
Lord’s Prayer most interesting. Even the hymns used the 3 
languages, though not usually at the same time. The 
Orders of Service had the service, the service music and 
the words of the hymns printed out and some verses of the 
hymns were in the other languages. Some skilful 
reworking of the rhythms was in evidence in the non-
English verses! 

 
After the service, I was lucky enough to be given access to 
the organ for about 45 minutes, and thoroughly enjoyed 
exploring the sounds. The mixtures had at one stage been 
altered slightly from the original specification, but 
thankfully they have been returned to the beautiful silvery 
textures that are the hallmark of a Hill organ. The pipe 
work is of superb quality with the voicing that is unique to 
the Hill firm. The three Open Diapasons on the Great are 
not only of differing power, but the harmonic development 
of each is different, thereby giving a different fundamental 
tone quality for three very different, though complimentary, 
diapason choruses. I have already commented on the 
newer mutations, and the chorus reeds are everything one 
would expect from a Hill organ.  

 
The most enthralling thought while playing this organ 
without the (few) modern ranks was that this sound must 
be very, very similar, if not quite identical, to the sound of 
the organ in Lichfield Cathedral in 1908, after its rebuild by 

Hill. I’m sure that it is possible to play Lichfield using the 
majority of the original pipe work from 1908, but the 
temptation to use the more modern additions at Lichfield is 
often just too strong! At Cape Town it is 95% as Hill left it 
and it is just beautiful! 

 
I would not have missed the opportunity to attend the 
service and then play the organ at St George’s. The 
people I met made me feel so very welcome, and were 
very insistent that any organist visiting Cape Town must 
come and play the organ. The parting shot from the 
Verger: “I enjoyed your playing, and it is very obvious that 
you enjoyed it too. When are you coming back to play 
again?” I think my response should have been “Just as 
soon as I can afford the plane fare”. An experience not to 
be missed. 
  
(Part of my information about the history came from a very 
interesting article, which can found on the St Georges web 
site at www.stgeorgescathedral .com) 
 
Paul Geoghegan 
 
Editor’s Note: The inaugural recital after the most recent 
(1998?) rebuild was given by Simon Preston. Many other 
famous organists have played the instrument, including 
Marie Claire Alain, Carlo Curley, Francis Jackson, 
Nicholas Kynaston, Sir George Thalben-Ball, Sir David 
Willcocks, Alan Wicks and IAO President Alan Thurlow, to 
name but a few, so you’re in auspicious company Paul! 
 
THE WANAMAKER ORGAN, PHILADELPHIA, USA  
 
You may also like to have a look at the December 2009 
Newsletter of our sister association Derby & District 
Organists’ Association, which can be accessed on their 
website via the IAO website www.iao.org.uk. Included is 
an article by one of their members Dr Laurence Rodgers 
(for some twenty seven years Organist and Choirmaster of 
Melbourne Parish Church, Derbyshire), featuring the giant 
Wanamaker organ located in the seven storey atrium of 
Macy’s department store in Philadelphia USA - all 28,500 
pipes and six manuals! There is a dedicated website for 
this organ, www.wanamakerorgan.com, and video clips of 
it on www.youtube.com if you’d like to hear it. 
 
 

IAO MATTERS 
 
London Organ Day, St Anne’s Limehouse  
A one day conference held at St Anne’s Limehouse on 
Saturday 6th March 2010 – The Wonder of the Victorian 
Organ 
 
The British Organ in the Twentieth Century & Beyond  
Conference takes place 15-18th April 2010 at Merton 
College Oxford, covering the organ and its music in the 
present era and into the future. 
 
Cirencester Organ Festival  
Organ Festival taking place from Saturday 17th April to 
Saturday 24th April, celebrating the reopening of the 
Cirencester Parish Church Father Willis Organ. 
 
BIOS Day Conference, St Mary, Stafford  
Further to the article in the last newsletter, a conference 
has been arranged for 22nd May to discuss the restoration 
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of the historically important Arthur Harrison four manual 
1909 organ at St Mary Stafford, the recipient of a Historic 
Organ Certificate Grade 1. See attachment  for details and 
application form 
 
2010 Organ Congress  
To be based at the Royal Albion Hotel in Brighton 25-30th 
July 2010 – visiting the Cathedrals of Arundel and 
Chichester, Christ’s Hospital, Tonbridge Schools, Lancing 
College and St Bartholomew’s Brighton & Hove Parish 
Church. Further details available from the Congress 
Administrator Helen Devereux Murray at 
congress@iao.org.uk  
 
 

LICHFIELD CATHEDRAL NEWS/EVENTS  
 
LICHFIELD CATHEDRAL FORTHCOMING ORGAN 
RECITALS/EVENTS 
 
The 2010 recitals programme is ‘still under construction’, 
and I’m obliged to Martyn Rawles for the following dates, 
but with the organists performing still to be confirmed: 
 
Easter Bank Holiday Monday, 5th April 2010  
Recital at 1.10 pm 
 
Tuesday 27th April 2010 
Start of evening recital series, 7.30 pm 
 
The full details of the recitals once finalised will be posted 
on the Cathedral website www.lichfield-cathedral.org.uk  
 
 
LOCAL ORGAN INSTALLATIONS/REFURBISHMENTS  

 
As you will be aware from previous newsletters, a major 
programme of work was commenced July 2009 to 
refurbish the Nicholson & Lord organ in the Guild Church 
of St Mary in Lichfield. Stephen Alliss is the Organist and 
Director of Music at St Michael’s and St Mary’s, and 
currently works for the organ builders M C Thompson of 
Burton-on-Trent who are carrying out the work, although 
he will shortly be talking up a position as tuner with 
Harrison & Harrison. The three manual organ is thought to 
have started its life in St Mary’s around 1850 as a two 
manual Hill organ and a major rebuild by Nicholson & Lord 
resulted by 1908 in the present three manual organ. 
Stephen recently gave me an update on the progress of 
the project. 
 

 
Pipework of St Mary’s organ ready for re-installation 

The cleaning and repair needing to be done in the 
workshop has now largely been completed, and as the 
photo shows much of the pipework is now ready for re-
installation. The Pedal Open, the Great Double and the 
Pedal Bourdon bottom octave are back in situ, and the 
case is cleaned and the chest restored. 
 
The chest for the trebles is in the chamber, and the work 
on the main reservoir is progressing well.  The rebuild also 
includes the addition of a 2’ Piccolo to the Choir, using 
pipework from the Nicholson & Lord organ that used to be 
in St Michael’s, Lichfield. Completion was expected by the 
end of February, but realistically Stephen believes this is 
likely to be nearer Easter.  Robert Sharpe has agreed to 
perform the inaugural recital, but this is not likely to be until 
around July 2010. In the meantime, as you will have seen 
from the list of forthcoming visits, we are due to visit St 
Mary’s on Saturday 1st May to sample the newly 
refurbished instrument.  Incidentally, those of you familiar 
with St Mary’s will know that the conversion work carried 
out in the 1970’s on the St Mary’s Centre hardly helped 
the acoustics, but I understand from Stephen that there is 
a possibility that the ground floor of the building may be 
opened up at some time in the future, and this would 
certainly help the organ to speak more freely than in its 
present confined location. 
 
TS, with thanks to Stephen Alliss for the update. 
 
 

NEWS FROM THE  LDOA COMMITTEE 
 
2010 Subscriptions  
The 2010 Subscriptions were due on or before 1st January 
2010. Our thanks to members who have paid, but can we 
request that the eleven who have yet to pay do so without 
further delay, to avoid Pat in additional costs in expediting 
payment. If you are attending the Annual Dinner on 
Wednesday, Pat will be very happy to mix business with 
pleasure for a good cause such as receiving your 
subscriptions, but if not they will need to be posted to her. 
The subscription rate for 2010 is unchanged at £10 for 
individuals, and £15 for couples, with cheques payable to 
‘Lichfield & District Organists’ Association’. Please forward 
to the Treasurer: 
 
Miss Pat Neville, 2 Holm View Close, Shenstone, Lichfield, 
Staffordshire, WS14 0NR. 
 
Lichfield & District Organists’ Association Website  
This was updated 7th January 2010 with this year’s 
planned visits, and also includes links to our recent 
newsletters. 
 
Membership Form  
It was agreed that now we are starting to attract new 
members, we should have a membership application form. 
  
Annual General Meeting Notification  
The 2010 AGM will take place as part of our visit to St 
Mary’s Church, Lichfield on Saturday 1st May 2010. 
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MEMBERS’ NEWS 
 
JAMES PINDER, FRCO (CHM) LTCL (OT) 
 
It is with deep regret that we have to inform you that one of 
our members, James Pinder, passed away on Thursday 
14th January in the Manor Hospital in Walsall, after 
suffering from Alzheimer’s disease. He lived in Burntwood 
and we believe he was 81. The funeral took place on 
Friday 29th January at Holy Trinity Church, Short Heath. 
 
James had been a teacher at the Blue Coat School in 
Liverpool, and the Euology was given by a pupil of his. He 
had been an inspirational teacher of music and a fine 
organist. The organ at the service was played by David 
Houlder from Leeds Parish Church, and the attendance 
was fulsome witness to James' popularity. His musical 
tastes were reflected in the choice of music and in 
particular his love of J S Bach. Music by William Harris, 
Herbert Howells and Elgar also featured. 
 
Lichfield & District Organists’ Association was represented 
by Pat Neville and David Gumbley, and we offer James' 
widow Margaret our sincere condolences. She is in our 
thoughts at this time. 
 
David Gumbley. 
 
NEW MEMBERS 
 
The recruitment campaign appears to be having some 
success as we now have 35 members, including the 
following new members, to whom we extend a warm 
welcome: 
 
Marian Brannan 
Marian lives in Lichfield and is organist at Lichfield 
Methodist Church 
 
Reg Talbot 
Reg lives in Lichfield and is the organist at Alrewas 
Methodist Church, and also plays when required at 
Lichfield Methodist Church 
 
Maurice Talbot & Hilda Talbot 
Maurice and Hilda are Reg Talbot’s the brother and sister-
in-law respectively, and live in Walmley. 
 
Ian Vogwell & Mike Vogwell 
Ian is Pam Strong’s husband and Mike is their son, who is 
still at school. Ian and Mike are both learning the piano. 
 
  
FORTHCOMING LOCAL ORGAN RECITALS  
 
LDOA MEMBER RECITALS/EVENTS  
 
Thurs 11/02/2010 & also Thurs 11/03/2010 Darlaston 
Town Hall 
Concert of popular theatre organ music, with Mervin Jones 
on the 3 manual Binns Organ, 1.30 pm 
 
Sat 29/05/2010 Young Organists’ Day, Leicester Cathedral 
Phillip Herbert, the Secretary of the Leicester & District 
Organists’ Association, has arranged for young organists 
from any Association to take part in a Young Organists’ 
Day at Leicester Cathedral. Through Pam Strong, we have 

been requested to identify anyone who might be interested 
in taking up this splendid opportunity.  
 
RECITALS IN LOCAL AREA (to 30/04/2010)  
 
February 2010  
 
Monday 1 February 2010 Birmingham Town Hall 
Daniel Hyde (Magdalen College, Oxford) 1.00 pm 
 
Thursday 4 February 2010 St Paul's, Birmingham 
Paul Carr (St Paul's, Birmingham) 1.15 pm 
 
Friday 5 February 2010 Emmanuel Church, Wylde Green 
Andrew Fletcher (West Midlands), 1.00 pm 
 
Saturday 6 February 2010 All Saints, West Bromwich 
Kevin Blakey, Aled Liddington, Nick Fanthom, Alan Taylor, 
11.00 am 
Sunday 7 February 2010 Holy Trinity, Wordsley 
Paul Carr (St Paul's, Birmingham), 3.00 pm 
 
Monday 8 February 2010 Birmingham Town Hall 
Thomas Trotter (Birmingham City Organist), 1.00 pm 
 
Tuesday 9 February 2010 Symphony Hall, Birmingham 
Ben van Oosten (Grote Kerk, The Hague, Netherlands), 
7.30 pm 
 
Thursday 11 February 2010 West Bromwich Town Hall 
Richard Hall (Stourbridge), 1.00 pm 
 
Friday 12 February 2010 Birmingham Cathedral 
Stuart Nicholson (St Patrick's Cathedral, Dublin), 1.10 pm 
 
Monday 15 February 2010 Birmingham Town Hall 
Thomas Trotter (Birmingham City Organist), 1.00 pm 
 
Wednesday 17 February 2010 Birmingham Town Hall 
Thomas Trotter (Birmingham City Organist) with The 
Orchestra of the Swan, including Poulenc’s Organ 
Concerto, 2.30 pm 
 
Sunday 21 February 2010 St Augustine of Hippo, Holly 
Hall, near Dudley 
Ian Miller (St Mary's, Stafford), 3.00 pm 
 
Monday 22 February 2010 Birmingham Town Hall 
Paul Carr (St Paul's, Birmingham), 1.00 pm 
 
Friday 26 February 2010 Birmingham Cathedral 
David Saint (St Chad's Cathedral, Birmingham), 1.10 pm 
 
 
March 2010  
 
Monday 1 March 2010 Symphony Hall, Birmingham 
Thomas Trotter (Birmingham City Organist), 1.00 pm 
 
Thursday 4 March 2010 St Paul's, Birmingham 
Paul Carr (St Paul's, Birmingham), 1.15 pm 
 
Friday 5 March 2010 Emmanuel Church, Wylde Green 
Andrew Fletcher (West Midlands), 1.00 pm 
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Sunday 7 March 2010 Holy Trinity, Wordsley 
Paul Carr (St Paul's, Birmingham), 3.00 pm 
 
Monday 8 March 2010 Birmingham Town Hall 
Thomas Trotter (Birmingham City Organist) with The 
Choirs of Leeds Parish Church, 1.00 pm 
 
Thursday 11 March 2010 West Bromwich Town Hall 
Jean Martyn, 1.00 pm 
 
Friday 12 March 2010 Birmingham Cathedral 
Jonathan Clarke (St Mary's, Banbury), 1.10 pm 
 
Saturday 13 March 2010 Worcester Cathedral 
Christopher Allsop (Worcester Cathedral), 6.30 pm 
 
Monday 15 March 2010 Birmingham Town Hall 
Benjamin Saunders (Leeds Cathedral), 1.00 pm 
 
Tuesday 16 March 2010 Warwick Road United Reformed 
Church 
Laurence Caldecote (St Nicolas, Nuneaton), 1.10 pm 
 
Sunday 21 March 2010 St Augustine of Hippo, Holly Hall, 
near Dudley 
Peter Morris (Walsall Borough Organist), 3.00 pm 
 
Monday 22 March 2010 Birmingham Town Hall 
Paul Hale (Southwell Minster), 1.00 pm 
 
Friday 26 March 2010 Birmingham Cathedral 
Shean Bowers (St Saviour's, Oxton), 1.10 pm 
 
Saturday 27 March 2010, St James’, Audley, Staffs 
Carlo Curley, 7.30 pm 
 
Monday 29 March 2010 Birmingham Town Hall 
Roland Maria Stangier (Germany), 1.00 pm 
 
 

April 2010  
 
Thursday 1 April 2010 St Paul's, Birmingham 
Julian Collings (St Augustine's, Queen's Gate) with 
Rebecca Hewes (Cello), 1.15 pm 
 
Sunday 4 April 2010 Holy Trinity, Wordsley 
Paul Carr (St Paul's, Birmingham), 3.00 pm 
 
Monday 5 April 2010, Lichfield Cathedral 
Organist TBA, 1.10 pm 
 
Thursday 8 April 2010 West Bromwich Town Hall 
Peter Morris (Walsall Borough Organist), 1.00 pm 
 
Friday 9 April 2010 Emmanuel Church, Wylde Green 
Andrew Fletcher (West Midlands), 1.00 pm 
 
Saturday 10 April 2010 Victoria Hall, Hanley 
Robert Sharpe (York Minster), 12 noon 
 
Friday 23 April 2010 Birmingham Cathedral 
Ruaraidh Sutherland (St Mary's Collegiate Church, 
Warwick), 1.10 pm 
 
Monday 26 April 2010 Birmingham Town Hall 
Thomas Trotter (Birmingham City Organist) with The 
Birmingham Conservatoire Chamber Choir, 1.00 pm 
 
Tuesday 27 April 2010, Lichfield Cathedral 
Organist TBA, 7.30 pm 
 
 
For a complete listing of organ recitals in the UK and 
further details go to www.organrecitals.com 
For details of recital organ specifications go to the National 
Pipe Organ Register at www.npor.org.uk

 
 

LICHFIELD & DISTRICT ORGANISTS’ ASSOCIATION CONTACT S 
 

President: Philip Scriven, MA FRCO 
Chairman: David Gumbley, 0121 308 4845, e-mail Davidgumbley@msn.com  
Secretary: Pam Strong, 01543 433368, e-mail Pamstrong5@aol.com 
Treasurer: Pat Neville, 01543 481195 
Publicity: Clive Smith, 07939 550408 
Newsletter Editor: Trevor Smedley, 01543 319329, e-mail trevorsmedley@ntlworld.com 
 

Editorial Note - next Newsletter is planned for Apr il 2010, with deadline for submission of items for inclusion of 
31/03/10, to Trevor Smedley by e-mail as above, or by mail to 8 The Parchments, Lichfield, Staffordshire, WS13  7NA 

 


