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OCTOBER 2017 NEWSLETTER 

 

  
FORTHCOMING LDOA VISITS/EVENTS 

 
Saturday 14

th
 October 2017 – President’s Evening at 

Lichfield Cathedral 
 
Evening visit to Lichfield Cathedral at the kind invitation of 
Martyn Rawles, Lichfield Cathedral Organist and Assistant 
Director of Music. Always one of the highlights and best-
attended visits of our year for members and partners, it 
provides a not-to-be-missed opportunity for members to 
play the magnificent 4 manual 82 stop Hill organ.  
 
Unlike previous years, this year’s event will not be 
preceded by a service, and as the Cathedral closes at 
6.15pm on Saturday, we suggest you arrive at the 
Cathedral between 6pm and 6.15pm, ready to meet with 
Martyn Rawles at 6.15pm. As we won’t have the pleasure 
of hearing Martyn playing for a service, he has kindly 
agreed to play something for us, before handing over 
playing to members. 
 
Wine, soft drinks and mince pies will be provided in the 
Cathedral, but we would welcome any cakes members 
may like to bring to contribute to the refreshments. 
 
Saturday 4

th
 November – visit to Repton School 

Chapel   
 
Visit commencing at 11am to historic Repton School 
Chapel. Repton School has its origins in 1559, but the 
present School Chapel didn’t open until much later, in 
1859. Our visit will commence with an introduction/demo 
by Jeremy Woodside of the Chapel’s 3 manual 35 
speaking stop Harrison & Harrison organ with electro-
pneumatic action, which dates from 1929, and was 
restored by the builders in 2008. The organ is placed in 
the west gallery, with a remote console located in the 
south nave aisle.  
 

 
Repton School Chapel 

 
For location and directions see Appendix to this 
newsletter. 
 

Annual Dinner – Wednesday 29
th

 November 2017 
 
To be held at The Plough, 2 Pinfold Hill, Shenstone, WS14 
0JN. 7pm for 7.30pm. The cost of the 3 course Christmas 
Fayre Menu is £25.30, including gratuities. More details of 
the menu etc. will be sent out to you shortly by Richard 
Syner. 
 
The Plough can be found from the small roundabout on 
the A5127 Birmingham Rd, by taking Pinfold Hill towards 
Shenstone, and The Plough is about 400 metres along on 
the LHS, just before you reach the war memorial. Car park 
at the rear. 
 
Note: Birmingham Organists’ Association has kindly 

invited any of our members to also attend their Annual 

Dinner, on Wednesday 6th December at The Cafe 
Rouge in The Mailbox, Birmingham. Contact Paul 
Geoghegan via: paul.musicmaker@gmail.com 
 
2018 Visits 
 
Our Secretary Richard Syner is working on our 2018 visits 
programme, and the visits confirmed so far are: 
 
Saturday 13

th
 January 2018 – visit to St Nicolas, 

Nuneaton 
 
Visit at the invitation of Organist Anthony Newborough, 
commencing at 2pm to St Nicolas, Nuneaton, to play the 
substantial 55 stop 3 manual organ, rebuilt by Hill Norman 
& Beard in 1951. Interestingly, as part of this rebuild, the 
pitch was flattened from the Old Philharmonic Pitch (as still 
used in the Hill organ of Lichfield Cathedral). 
 
Saturday 3

rd
 March 2018 – visit to St Barnabas 

Erdington & 2018 AGM 
 
Visit commencing at 2pm with our 2018 AGM, then 
possible masterclass on ‘Silent Film accompaniment’, 
followed by an opportunity to play the organ.  
 

 
RECENT LDOA VISITS/EVENTS   

 
Saturday 16

th
 September  2017 – visit to Walsall 

 
Our visit to Walsall was kindly organised by our honorary 
member and Walsall Borough Organist Peter Morris, who, 
being tied up with a family event, arranged for Toby 
Barnard, Deputy Organist at St Peter’s, Wolverhampton, to 
host our visit. 
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St Matthew’s Church 
 
On its elevated site, the 170 foot spire of St Matthew’s 
church dominates the view from the centre of Walsall. We 
were greeted by Pat Marriott, Organist of St Matthew’s, 
who has been at the church since the 1950’s, and was 
therefore well able to give us a brief talk on the history of 
the church and its organs. 
 
The earliest surviving reference to a church on this site is 
1220, and the inner crypt, which dates from this time, is 
the oldest man-made structure in the town. The church 
has undergone many changes over the intervening years, 
particularly in the 15

th
 and 19

th
 centuries. 

 

 
St Matthew’s, Walsall, with the organ sited in the North Chancel chamber 

 
The first mention of an organ came in 1473, but the first 
specific record of an organ was in 1697, built by ‘Father’ 
Smith, but then replaced in 1773 by an organ built by 
Samuel Green, who of course also built an organ for 
Lichfield Cathedral in 1789. The action became unreliable 
and in 1845/6 the organ was rebuilt by J C Bishop & Sons, 
who also moved it from its position above the centre of the 
chancel to its present position on the north side of the 
chancel. Further work carried out by Bishop in the 1880’s 
and 1890’s included addition of a pedal department, 
increasing the number of stops to 40, and installing tubular 
pneumatic action. The organ was rebuilt by J J Binns & Co 
in 1908, including the conversion from manual blowing to 
electric. 
 
In 1953 the organ was rebuilt by J W Walker, including the 
addition of a new Solo organ, which resides in its own 
swell box and comprises a Walker ‘Positive’ organ, and a 
new 4 manual stop tab horseshoe console, an unusual 
feature for an organ of this size.  
 
In 1999/2000, the organ was rebuilt at a cost of £134,000 
by Nicholson to a scheme by Roger Fisher and Peter 
Morris, Organist of St Matthew’s at the time. This included 
a new solid state transmission system and piston capture 
system, winding modifications and some new pipework, 
including a Civic Trumpet added to the Solo, named in 
recognition of being funded by Walsall Council. The organ 
now has a very comprehensive 74 speaking stops. 
 

 
The unusual stop tab horseshoe Walker console of St Matthew’s, Walsall 

 
Toby Barnard gave us a demonstration of the organ’s 
capabilities, with an accomplished performance of 
Mendelssohn’s Sonata No 3, before handing over to 
LDOA members to put the organ through its paces, with 
Angela Sones and Richard Hartshorn first ‘up’ being 
followed by Peter King, John Carvell, Chris Booth, David 
Perry, Andrew McMIllan, Pat Neville and Tony White, and 
with many members favouring works by J S Bach. 

 

 
Tony White at the organ of St Matthew’s, Walsall 

 
Our thanks to Pat Marriott for giving up his Saturday 
morning to enable us to sample this fine versatile organ, 
before moving on to our second venue, Walsall Town Hall. 
 
Walsall Town Hall 
 
We are always happy to welcome members of our sister 
associations on our visits, and so we were delighted to be 
joined for this visit by John Maxwell-Jones, Chairman of 
Derby & District Organists’ Association, and Paul Hodgetts 
of the Birmingham Organists’ Association. 
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Peter Morris is only the third Walsall Borough Organist, 
taking over in 2001 from Harold Britton, who held the post 
since 1957, and Peter had thoughtfully provided Toby 
Barnard with some historical notes on this imposing organ, 
in its polished walnut case. 
 
A memorial to Queen Victoria, the organ was built by 
Nicholson & Lord in 1908 at a cost of £2,300, the inaugural 
recital being given by C W Perkins, Birmingham City 
Organist. The organ originally had 49 stops, but in the 
1938 rebuild by Compton/Hawkins & Co., it was given a 
new electric action/console and enlarged to 66 stops. In 
1988, Manders added a Tibia section and a 32’ pedal 
reed, enlarging the organ to 73 stops. 
 

 
The organ of Walsall Town Hall, with LDOA members seated 

 
To demonstrate the organ, Toby chose Reger’s 
Benedictus, with its hushed ppp opening, crescendo to ff, 
then diminuendo to end on ppp, an ideal choice to 
showcase the Town Hall organ’s considerable capabilities.  
 

 
Richard Syner at the organ of Walsall Town Hall, 

with our host Toby Barnard, looking on 

 
Then it was over to members to explore the instrument, 
with first Richard Syner playing a piece well-suited to a 

town hall organ, Lefébure-Wély’s jolly March in C. Next 
followed Angela Sones, Richard Hartshorn (playing 
Dialogue sur les mixtures from Suite Breve by Langlais),  
Andrew McMillan, John Carvell, Tony White, Peter King, 
David Perry, Paul Hodgetts, yours truly, and finally Colin 
Brookes with an improvisation in his customary closing 
‘slot’. 
 
Whilst awaiting for their turn on the organ, members were 
able to peruse surplus music scores acquired by Peter 
King from S & J Music to offer to LDOA members, for 
which we are most grateful to Peter, and also to Tony 
White for his contribution of music scores. 
 

 
Colin Brookes at the organ of Walsall Town Hall 

 
For those of us who have attended recitals over the years 
by Peter Morris at Walsall Town Hall, it was a real privilege 
to be able to try this magnificent, versatile and powerful 
organ for ourselves. Our thanks to Walsall Council for 
opening up the Town Hall especially for our visit, to Peter 
Morris for facilitating the visits, and finally to Toby Barnard 
for giving up most of his Saturday to host our visit and 
demonstrate the organs. A highy successful visit to 
Walsall, commendably well-supported by 17 
members/guests.               TS 
 
 

NEWS FROM THE LDOA COMMITTEE 
 
Gift Aid application approved 
 
Our thanks to our Treasurer Mike Rudd for his efforts 
pursuing our application to get members’ membership 
subscriptions treated as gift aided, which has finally been 
approved. 
 
We now need the cooperation of members who are UK tax 
payers to complete a Charity Gift Aid Declaration form, 
giving us permission to treat their membership 
subscriptions as gift-aided. The form accompanies this 
newsletter, and we request that UK tax paying members 
complete the form and hand it to Mike Rudd or any 
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Committee Member at our 14
th
 October or 4

th
 November 

visits, or alternatively mail to: 
 
Mike Rudd, 8 Court Drive, Shenstone, Lichfield, 
Staffordshire, WS14 0JG. 
 
Mailshot to promote LDOA and attract new members 
 
Tony White has produced a database of contacts, having 
identified that we only have as members organists from 
about 10% of the local churches, he has used the new 
flyers to mailshot the ministers at 50 local churches, aimed 
at attracting new members. 
 
Website Improvements 
 
All the planned improvements to our website have now been 
completed, including a page to promote events members are 
performing in or organising at their church, and an online 
membership application facility. 

 
If you would like us to promote on our website any organ 
related events in which you are performing/organising, or 
local organist vacancies, please contact Trevor Smedley via 
trevorsmedley@ntlworld.com. 
 
Next Committee Meeting 
 
February 2018, date tbc. 
 
 

MEMBERS’ NEWS 
 
New Members 
 
We are delighted to welcome the following two new 
members joining us since the last newsletter, taking our 
membership to 67: 
 
Maurice Price 
 
Maurice plays the organ and is Chair of the Organ 
Restoration Group at St Editha’s Church Tamworth, which 
was responsible for raising the funds for the recent 
restoration of their historic Harrison & Harrison organ, and 
organising what has now become Phil Scriven’s annual 
organ recital at St Editha’s. Maurice lives in Tamworth. 
 
Paul Hodgetts 
 
Paul is a member of the Birmingham Organists’ 
Association, and having seen the post on our Facebook 
page, came along as a guest to our recent visit to Walsall 
Town Hall. Paul is clearly a very capable organist, on the 
evidence of his playing at Walsall. Paul lives in Dudley. 
 
We look forward to welcoming Maurice and Paul to our 
Association in person at our future visits. 
 
 

NEWS & SNIPPETS FROM THE ORGAN WORLD 
 
Francis Jackson 100

th
 Birthday 

 
2

nd
 October 2017 sees the 100

th
 birthday of one of our 

most eminent organists, Dr Francis Jackson, who was 
Organist and Director of Music at York Minster from 1946 
until his retirement in 1983. 

Francis Jackson CBE Dmus FRCO, is a native of Malton, 
Yorkshire, and was invited by Sir Edward Bairstow to join 
the Minster Choir in 1929, where he remained until 1933. 
He was organist at Malton Parish Church from 1933-40, 
gaining his FRCO in 1937 at the tender age of twenty! He 
eventually succeeded his teacher and mentor, becoming 
Organist of York Minster in 1946. He remained Organist at 
York Minster until his retirement in 1982, during which time 
he played for the wedding of the Duke and Duchess of 
Kent that was to firmly establish ‘Widor’s Toccata’ as a 
suitable alternative to Mendelssohn’s Wedding March. 
 

 
Robert Sharpe, York Minster DoM, with Francis Jackson (July 2017) 

 
As well as having given recitals and concerts all over the 
world, he is a composer and has made numerous 
recordings of solo organ music and choral music with York 
Minster Choir. Since his ‘retirement’, he has been Organist 
Emeritus of York Minster, and was awarded his CBE in 
2007 for services to music. 
 
I never had the privilege of hearing him play at York 
Minster, but in July 2010 he gave a recital at Derby 
Cathedral, which I attended, and I recall him commenting 
as part of his introduction that ‘I owe everything to Sir 
Edward Bairstow’. Whilst he was a little unsteady walking, 
once at the organ, his feet were still nimble enough to 
handle the pedalboard, and when most 92 year olds would 
have been ready for their bedtime cocoa, having played 
without a break for an hour and three quarters, he still had 
enough energy for two encores! Whilst he no longer gives 
recitals, he still plays the harmonium in his local church. 

 
Many Cathedrals and churches are including works by 
Francis Jackson in their services and recitals to mark his 
birthday, and an RCO event in his honour is planned for 
4

th
 October at Bishopthorpe Palace, York, followed by 

Evensong and a reception at York Minster.            TS 
 
York Minster organ restoration 
 
Director of Music Robert Sharpe has announced that, 
having not had a major mechanical renewal since the J W 
Walker & Sons rebuild of 1903, in the autumn of 2018 a 
major project will commence to rebuild and restore the 
Grand organ, with reinstallation planned for April 2020. 
 
Peter Holder appointed Sub-Organist of Westminster 
Abbey 
 
Peter Holder has been Sub Organist at St Paul’s 
Cathedral since 2014, and this autumn will take up his 

mailto:trevorsmedley@ntlworld.com
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appointment as Sub-Organist at Westminster Abbey 
(where he was once Organ Scholar from 2012 to 2014), 
replacing Daniel Cook, who took up his appointment as 
Master of the Choristers & Organist of Durham Cathedral 
in September 2017. 
 
Inaugural recital on Manchester Cathedral’s new 
organ 
 
The Dedication and Blessing of the new £2.6m Stoller 
Organ, sponsored by the Stoller Charitable Trust and built 
by Kenneth Tickell & Co, took place on Thursday 14

th
 

September 2017, with a recital by Thomas Trotter. The 
event was recorded by BBC Radio 3, and broadcast on 
Tuesday 26

th
 September. His programme comprised: 

 

 J S Bach: Toccata & Fugue in D minor BWV 538 
(Dorian) 

 Susato: Danserye arr. Thomas Trotter 

 Francis Pott: La chiesa del sole – commissioned by 
the Dean & Chapter of Manchester Cathedral, and 
premiered in this recital in memory of the late John 
Scott 

 Interval 

 Reubke: Sonata on the 94th Psalm 

 Mendelssohn: Scherzo from A Midsummer Night's 
Dream, arr. S Warren 

 Mendelssohn: St Paul - overture, arr. W T Best 

 Encore: Widor: Toccata from Symphony No 5 
 
The programme is still available on BBC iPlayer Radio if 
you wish to hear the recital. 
 
First CD of the Garnier organ in the Elgar Concert Hall 
 
The first recording of the Garnier organ in the Elgar 
Concert Hall of Birmingham University was released on 
CD in July 2017 on the Regent Records label, played by 
its curator Henry Fairs.  The programme comprises music 
from 17

th
 – 21

st
 centuries. 

 
 

LICHFIELD CATHEDRAL NEWS/EVENTS 
 
Organ Scholar Appointment 
 
Martyn Rawles has confirmed that Maksymilian Adach has 
now taken up his appointment as Organ Scholar at 
Lichfield Cathedral for the academic year, 2017-2018. 
 
We look forward to meeting Maks in the near future, and 
will of course invite him to join our Association. (See the 
August Newsletter for a biography of Maks.) 
 
Evening Recital Series 
 
The 2017 Evening Organ Recitals Series draws to a close 
on Friday 6

th
 October with the fourth and final recital, 

played by Lichfield Cathedral Organist and Assistant 
Director of Music Martyn Rawles, from 7.30pm to 9.20pm, 
with admission £10. 
 
Lichfield Cathedral Chorus 
 
On Saturday 9

th
 December at 7.30pm, Lichfield Cathedral 

Chorus will be giving a performance of Handel’s Messiah 

at the Cathedral, conducted by Director of Music and 
LDOA Honorary Member Ben Lamb. They also are giving 
their Annual Carol Concert at 8pm on Thursday 14

th
 

December. 
 
See https://lichfieldcathedralchorus.co.uk/concerts for 
more details. 
 
 

IAO/RCO MATTERS  
 
Lecture-recital & Masterclass – ‘Exploring Bach’ with 
Henry Fairs 
 
To be held on Saturday 2

nd
 October commencing at 

11.45am at the Elgar Concert Hall, The Bramall Music 
Building, University of Birmingham – talk on the Garnier 
organ and lecture recital. Then to the new Birmingham 
Conservatoire for 2.30pm – some work together on the 
practice organ. A Worcestershire Organists’ Event, to 
which WOA Chairman John Erskine has kindly invited 
LDOA members to attend. Suggested donation £10. 
 
Contact: johnerskine@worcestershireorganists.org  
 
Wales and Southwest Regional Organ Day 
 
To be held at Bournemouth on Saturday 21

st
 October 

2017, based at St Stephen’s and Richmond Hill St 
Andrew’s URC churches. The main theme of the 
Bournemouth event will, of course, be Percy Whitlock! 
 
London Organ Day 2018 
 
To be held on Saturday 3

rd
 March 2018 at Notre Dame de 

France, Leicester Square. It will feature 19
th
 & 20

th
 century 

French music and improvisations from Thomas Ospital 
(Saint-Eustache, Paris) and others. 
 
Yorkshire Organ Day 2018 
 
To be held in York City Centre on Saturday 21

st
 April 2018 

 
IAO Festival 2018 
 
Following this year’s highly successful event in 
Oxford/Eaton, next year’s Festival (previously known as 
Congress) will be held in Peterborough in July/August, 
with Steven Grahl as artistic director.  
 
Midlands Organ Day 2018 
 
The Midlands Organ Day is held bi-annually, and the next 
one will take place in Worcester on 6

th
 October 2018, 

hosted by the Worcestershire Organists’ Association. 
 
 

RECENT LOCAL ORGAN RECITALS REVIEWS     
 
Paul Leddington Wright recital at Coventry Cathedral 
Monday 31

st
 July 2017 

 
Today saw my annual pilgrimage to hear the 1962 
Harrison & Harrison of Coventry Cathedral in the hands of 
Paul Leddington Wright, the choice of this particular recital 
being prompted by the inclusion of the 1

st
 Sonata by 

https://lichfieldcathedralchorus.co.uk/concerts
mailto:johnerskine@worcestershireorganists.org
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Guilmant, the Final of which I am currently learning with 
Angela Sones. 
 
Paul Leddington Wright was Organist and DoM here from 
1984-1995, when he accepted a part time post of 
Associate DoM in order to pursue a career with BBC 
Television and Radio. He is Associate Conductor with the 
English Symphony Orchestra, as well as DoM of the choir 
in which LDOA member Andrew McMillan sings, the St 
Michael’s Singers, to be known from September 2017 as 
Coventry Cathedral Chorus. 
 
Paul opened with Toccata Giocoso by William Mathias, a 
piece described by Paul as ‘short and brittle’ well-suited to 
the bright mixtures and reeds of this organ. As Paul had 
played the programmed Song of Sunshine by Hollins last 
year, he chose instead to play Hollins’ gentle Spring Song. 
 
Then to the work I had come to hear, Guilmant’s 1

st
 

Sonata, described by Paul as a ‘mighty piece’. The 
dramatic opening movement, Introduction & Allegro, was 
followed by the beautiful lilting Pastorale then the lively 
Final, with its stunning climax. A masterful, beautifully 
judged performance, by an organist, who having been at 
the Coventry for 33 years, clearly knows how to get the 
best out of this fine organ, well suited to the French 
repertoire. A performance to inspire me to persevere with 
learning this thrilling work!              TS   
 
Laurence Rodgers recital at St Modwen’s Church, 
Burton-on-Trent Wednesday 2

nd
 August 2017 

 
Laurence Rodgers is the Newsletter Editor for the Derby & 
District Organists’ Association, and as he is also an 
accomplished organist, Tony Westerman had enlisted his 
services for today’s lunchtime recital at St Modwen’s. 
 
Laurence started learning the piano at the age of seven, 
then as a choirboy discovered the organ, which soon 
became a major hobby. On Graduation from Nottingham 
University, he began his career as a physics teacher at 
King Edward VI Grammar School, Chelmsford, and in his 
spare time he became a part-time organ student of 
Nicholas Danby at the Guildhall School of Music, London. 
Following a move to Leicestershire, he held the post of 
Organist & Choirmaster at Melbourne Parish Church from 
1975 to 2002. He became a teacher trainer at the 
University of Leicester in 1984, and retired as Senior 
Lecturer in 2006. 
 
In his introduction, Laurence commented on the unusual 
feature of his programme compared to the previous 
recitals at St Modwen’s, namely that ‘not all the composers 
are dead!’ Laurence opened his programme brightly with 
one such composer, Robert Prizeman, and his Toccata 
‘Songs of Praise’, written as the theme for the BBC 
Television programme. 
 
After John Stanley’s Voluntary in D followed Reflections by 
Dan Bishop, Assistant Organist at Liverpool Cathedral, a 
beautifully melodic work I recall hearing Dan himself play 
as an encore at Broadway URC, Walsall, a few years ago. 
 
Next to Serenade by Derek Bourgeois, written for his own 
wedding to be played as guests left the ceremony, despite 
its awkward rhythm starting in 11/8 time and advancing to 
13/8 time in the middle! Then to Salome’s bold and 

energetic Grand Choeur followed by Guilmant’s Fantasia, 
before concluding the recital with one of the most well-
known of all organ works, J S Bach’s Toccata & Fugue in 
D Minor BWV 565.  
 

 
DDOA Newsletter Editor Laurence Rodgers taking 

his bow after his recital at St Modwen’s 

 
A well-constructed programme, and an accomplished 
performance, well-supported by an audience including a 
previous recitalist in St Modwen’s recital series, Tom 
Corfield, and his wife Rosemary.              TS 
 
Christopher Cipkin recital at Broadway URC Saturday 
5

th
 August 2017 

 
In his introduction to Christopher Cipkin, Alan Taylor 
described him as ‘not a professional organist but playing to 
a professional standard’. He is also a colleague of Alan’s 
on the BOA Council. 
 
Christopher has studied under several eminent British 
organists, including Michael Harris, James Lancelot and 
Timothy Byram-Wigfield, and also studied choral 
conducting. As well as being Assistant Director of the 
University of Birmingham’s Library Services and organist 
to St Anne’s, Moseley, he is continuing his freelance 
recital work. Christopher holds an MA in Musicology from 
the University of Reading, as well as the ARCO. 
 
Christopher opened with a nicely registered performance 
of Hollins’ far from easy Concert Overture in C Minor, a 
fine work all too rarely heard. Next to two Handel related 
pieces, with first W T Best’s arrangement of Handel’s 
Organ Concerto in F Op 4 No 5, followed by Guilmant’s 
March on a Theme of Handel. 
 
Then to something completely different with Nigel Ogden’s 
Art Deco Three Piece Suite, a study in nostalgia for the 
1920/30’s with first the dance hall inspired Ritzy, followed 
by Acacia Avenue and finally To Clarice, a piece dedicated 
to the ceramics artist Clarice Cliff. 
 
After Lemare’s lilting arrangement of Idylle, Op 4 No1 by 
Elgar, the finale of tonight’s recital was W T Best’s Concert 
Fantasia on a Welsh March, with Men of Harlech picked 
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out initially in the pedals, then towards the end becoming 
fast and furious, requiring lots of registration changes and 
providing a good work out for the organ.   
 

 
Christopher Cipkin, taking his bow after his recital at Broadway URC 

 
A splendidly varied programme and an accomplished 
performance.                TS 
 
Cathy Lamb recital at St Modwen’s Church, Burton-on-
Trent Wednesday 9

th
 August 2017 

 
Today’s recital brings to an end the series of ten lunchtime 
recitals held at St Modwen’s, but it did provide something 
of a dilemma for the Lichfield Cathedral faithful as it 
clashed with a lunchtime recital at the Cathedral by David 
Hardie. However, with Cathy Lamb as the recitalist, we 
knew we were in for a real treat here at St Modwen’s. 
 
As Cathy is teaching one of her pupils she thought she 
ought to learn No 6 of Six Short Preludes & Postludes by 
Stanford, and this piece provided a bright opening, a 
gentle central section then a majestic ending. The gentle 
Romance in B flat by H D Wetton was followed by 
Franck’s glorious Chorale No 3, beautifully registered by 
Cathy. Then to a gentler mood with J A Meale’s Vesper 
Song.  
 

 
Cathy Lamb taking her bow after her recital at St Modwen’s 

 
The recitals series was opened in style by Tony 
Westerman with Toccata by Dubois, so it was perhaps 
fitting that the series should close with the self-same work, 

and whilst the organ of St Modwen’s may not be the 
Cavaillé-Coll organ at  La Madeleine where Dubois was 
organist, the organ of St Modwen’s gave a very good 
account of itself in the skilful hands of Cathy Lamb, to 
provide a majestic close to the recital and the series. 
 
Tony Westerman and Stanley Monkhouse are to be 
congratulated on their bold decision to put on no less than 
10 recitals in this lunchtime series, and whilst they had 
some concerns as to the level of support they would 
receive, in the event they have been enthusiastically 
supported by between 40-70 people at each recital. The 
proceeds from the retiring collections will be split between 
St Modwen’s, the Air Cadets and Sea Cadets. The 
recitalists, both amateur and professional, are to be 
warmly commended for agreeing to waive playing fees. TS 
 
David Hardie recital at Lichfield Cathedral Wednesday 
9

th
 August 2017 

 
David Hardie hails from Stirlingshire and was organ 
scholar at both the Church of the Holy Rude Stirling and 
Dunblane Cathedral. He read law at Pembroke College 
Cambridge and held the post of organ scholar. After 
graduation David qualified as a solicitor and concurrently 
held various musical appointments in Cheshire. He gave 
up law to study for a Master's degree at the RNCM and 
graduated in 2013. He has been Assistant at Birmingham 
Cathedral since 2014, and also organist of the Blue Coat 
School Edgbaston. Currently he is acting Director of Music 
at Birmingham Cathedral following the retirement of 
Marcus Huxley. 
 
David started his programme with Sweelinck's 'Allein Gott 
in der Hoh sei Ehr', Alone to God in the Highest be Glory, 
the words of a Lutheran hymn. Next we heard Bach's 
Concerto in G BWV 592. This is in three movements, and 
is an arrangement of a lost violin concerto by Prince 
Johann Ernst of Saxe-Weimar. Next to Cesar Franck's 
Pastorale, which he composed to make good use of the 
reeds at St. Clotilde Paris. Finally, the Final from 
Guilmant's 1

st
 Organ Sonata. This is an exciting piece, but 

I felt that it was played too slowly, thus losing much of the 
build up to the final bars.             John Allen 
 
Gert van Hoef recital at Victoria Hall Hanley Saturday 
12

th
 August 2017 

 
Gert van Hoef was today making a return visit to the 
Victoria Hall after his acclaimed first visit here two years 
ago for his UK debut at the age of 21, but this time he 
announced that his charming registrant, Marjolein Speijer, 
had now become his fiancée, and they are to be married in 
November. Cue loud applause! 
 
Following the playing and singing of our National Anthem, 
Gert opened his programme with the lively Sinfonia from 
Cantata No 29 by J S Bach, although we weren’t 
enlightened as to which arrangement was played. A 
beautifully registered Adagio in G Minor by Albinoni was 
followed by a piece he had learned especially for today, 
Elgar’s Pomp & Circumstance March No 1, with of course 
audience participation! After Handel’s Largo, Gert turned 
to Vierne for Final from 3

rd
 Symphony, rather than the 

more popular 1
st
 Symphony.  
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Then a deviation from the published programme with an 
improvised demonstration of the softer stops of the 
Conacher/Willis organ, before returning to the programme 
for Sousa’s Stars & Stripes for ever. Fantasie of the 
Opera, effectively an improvisation on Andrew Lloyd 
Weber’s musical Phantom of the Opera, was followed by 
another improvisation, on Nearer my God to Thee, 
reputedly the last piece the band played as the Titanic was 
sinking.  
 
The finale was provided by Guilmant’s Sonata No 1 (1

st
 

Movement), with Marjolein called upon to operate the 
Solo/Great coupler to add chords as called for on the first 
two pages of the score. For me the thrilling highlight of 
today’s recital. 
 
Well-deserved applause called for an encore, and for this 
Gert turned to his own arrangement of the lively Dutch 
Hymme ‘Eens als de bazuinen klinken’, which we learned 
translates as ‘Somewhere in the future the trumpet will 
sound’. 
 

 
Gert van Hoef, with his finance Marjolein Speijer,following 
his recital at Victoria Hall (Photo courtesy of Geoff Howell) 

 
A most talented and personable young man, who we 
learned has been invited back once again to play here in 
2019.                 TS 
 
PS. As with his 2015 concert, the whole of today’s concert 
has now been uploaded to YouTube – well worth viewing! 
  
Jonathan Hill recital at Lichfield Cathedral Wednesday 
23

rd
 August 2017 

 
Today's recital in the Music for Reflection series was given 
by Jonathan Hill. Jonathan is a native of the Potteries and 
studied at Newcastle High School where he was school 
organist. He read music at Sheffield University, studied 
with Simon Lindley at Leeds Parish Church, now called 
Leeds Minster, graduated with a BMus and obtained his 
ARCO.  Since 2007 he has been Director of Music at St. 
Peter ad Vincula Church in Stoke, now known as Stoke 
Minster. Before the concert Jonathan introduced his 
programme, but since the speakers were not switched on 
in the choir stalls, it was difficult to hear him. 

The opening piece was Nicolaus Bruhns' Praeludium and 
Fugue in E Minor. Bruhns was a Danish/German organist 
who died at the early age of 32. Only five of his organ 
compositions have survived.  Next, we heard Johann 
Pachelbel's Choral, with 9 variations Was Gott tut, das ist 
wohlgetan – 'what God does that is done well'. This piece 
is based on an old Dutch melody, the opening bars of 
which are heard in the Easter Hymn 'This Joyful 
Eastertide' and the hymn 'How great the harvest is'. To 
finish the first part of the recital, Jonathan played 'A Fancy 
in C fa ut' by Orlando Gibbons. 
 
I first met the hymn tune Slane when I was at school. In 
recent years it has been heard more and Zsolt Gardonyi, 
the German/Hungarian composer, has made an 
arrangement for the organ. Paul Carr has majored on 
Gardonyi's music, and on 5

th
 October at St. Chad's 

Cathedral, Birmingham, the lunchtime recital will be given 
by Zsolt's son Daniel, who will play music by both his 
father and grandfather. Next Simple Gifts composed by 
Virgil Fox, the American who was dubbed the ‘Liberace of 
the Organ!’ This piece was composed to mark the 80th 
birthday of Aaron Copland and is based on the Lord of the 
Dance music. 
 
Finally back to Lichfield. William Harris was Assistant at 
Lichfield from 1914 to 1919, and concurrently organist of 
St. Augustine's Church Edgbaston. Jonathan played 
Harris' exquisite Prelude in E flat. To end the recital we 
heard Harris' Processional March composed for the 
Queen's procession at the wedding of Princess Margaret 
at Westminster Abbey. I learnt for the first time that Harris 
was the pianoforte teacher to the Princesses Elizabeth 
and Margaret, presumably when he was organist at St. 
George's Chapel Windsor.              John Allen    
 
Henry Metcalfe recital at Lichfield Cathedral 
Wednesday 30

th
 August 2017 

 
After his first year as the Sixth-form Sir David Wilcocks 
Organ Scholar at Clifton College, Bristol, in partnership 
with Bristol Cathedral, we were delighted to welcome 
back, Henry Metcalfe to perform today’s recital at Lichfield 
Cathedral, where last year he was Junior Organ Scholar. 
 
After introducing his own programme, Henry opened with 
Prelude & Fugue in G Minor BWV 558 from Eight Short 
Preludes & Fugues by J S Bach. After Bairstow’s Toccata-
Prelude on Pange Lingua, there was a return to J S Bach 
with Trio Super ‘Nun komm der Heiden Heiland’ BWV 660, 
before finishing with a piece by the 20

th
 century composer 

Kenneth Leighton, Fantasia on Helmsley. 
 
Delighted to see Henry is making good progress towards 
his ultimate goal of becoming a cathedral organist, with 
this confidently performed recital, but a programme with 
wider lunchtime audience appeal, and rather longer than 
20 minutes duration, would have been welcomed. A well-
attended recital, including at least 16 LDOA members 
lending their support to one of our very talented student 
members.                TS  
 
Peter Dyke recital at Lichfield Cathedral Wednesday 
6

th
 September 2017 

 
Today’s recitalist, Peter Dyke, studied at Cambridge 
University, and was awarded second prize in the 
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prestigious Interpretation Competition at the St Albans 
Organ Festival in 1993. He took up his current post as 
Assistant Director of Music at Hereford Cathedral in 1998. 
As well as his recital work, he has a keen interest in 
teaching, has accompanied choirs on radio and TV 
broadcasts, and is a recording artist. 
 

 
Peter Dyke 

 
Peter introduced his programme explaining that his all-
Bach programme was chosen from the 27 pieces in 
Clavierübung III, Peter playing four of the chorale based 
works, book-ended by Prelude & Fugue in E flat major. 
 
Prelude in E flat major BWV 552(i) ensured a lively 
opening, followed by the central section of the programme 
of Allein Gott in der Hoh sei Her BWV 676, Dies sind die 
heiligen zehn Gebot BWV 678, Wir glauben all an einen 
Gott, BWV 680, and then the complex structured Vater 
unserr im Himmelreich BWV 682. 
 
Finally to Fugue in E flat major, BWV 552(ii), known in this 
country as the ‘St Anne Fugue’ on account of its similarity 
to the hymn tune, providing a bold and stirring ending to 
the recital.                TS 
 
Rev’d Simon Lumby recital at All Saints’ Church, 
Streetly, Saturday 8

th
 September 2017 

 
Following the highly successful Members’ Recital at All 
Saints’ Streetly, this morning’s Coffee Concert provided an 
opportunity to hear the Allen digital organ in the hands of a 
professional. 
 

 
Rev’d Simon Lumby 

 
The following brief profile hardly does justice to this multi-
talented musician, who started life as a professional 
musician before being ordained in 2003, and is currently 
serving as Parish Priest of St Aidan’s, New Parks, in the 
Diocese of Leicester. 
 

Simon was educated at Solihull School and Solihull Sixth 
Form College. He studied organ with Andrew Fletcher in 
Birmingham, and singing with Robert Anderson at the 
Royal Northern College of music in Manchester. He was 
Organist and DoM at Holy Trinity Parish Church, Sutton 
Coldfield from 1992-6. As well as numerous organ recitals, 
including performing in ‘Battle of the Organs’ events with 
the late Carlo Curley, Simon has given solo performances 
as both a pianist and singer, and has released two solo 
recordings.  
 
Concert Overture in C minor by Hollins is a fine but far 
from easy work, and ensured a rousing opening to the 
recital. As mentioned in Simon’s profile, one of his 
influential teachers was Andrew Fletcher, and this next 
piece, Praeludium Integritas is one his best compositions, 
which those who attended Andrew’s final recital in June at 
Emmanuel Wylde Green will recall having the privilege of 
hearing it played by the composer, who would have greatly 
approved of Simon’s beautiful playing and choice of 
registration. In his introduction to J S Bach’s Prelude & 
Fugue in a Minor BWV 543, mention was again made of 
his mentor, as Simon commented that he hoped we’d like 
his interpretation because this was ‘the right way to play it’, 
as taught by Andrew Fletcher! 
 
Sicillienne by Maria von Paradise, a work described by 
Simon as ‘just beautiful’, was followed by Henry Smart’s 
Postlude in D, otherwise known as the ‘Happy Birthday 
Postlude’. With time pressing, Simon finished with a piece 
from Pieces de Fantasie - Carillon de Westminster, by 
Vierne, a favourite recital finale, providing a rousing 
climax. Just time for a short encore, with the last 
movement of Handel’s Organ concerto in G Minor. 
 
A well-structured programme with broad appeal, 
engagingly presented, and performed to a professional 
standard. Well-attended, including at least a dozen LDOA 
members.                TS   
 
NB. Richard Syner (organ) and his wife Katherine Fox 
(clarinet) are giving another Coffee Concert here at 
10.30am on Saturday 11

th
 November. See page 12 for 

details. 
 
Phil Scriven recital at Lichfield Cathedral Friday 15

th
 

September 2017 
 
Phil Scriven is currently Organist-in-Residence at 
Cranleigh School, Principal Conductor of the Darwin 
Ensemble Chamber Orchestra and Assistant Conductor 
and Accompanist of the Bach Choir. This evening he 
made  a welcome return to play his first recital at Lichfield 
Cathedral since moving to Cranleigh School in 2010, after 
eight years as DoM at Lichfield Cathedral. 
 
Following an introduction by Martyn Rawles, Phil 
explained his programme would be in two halves, the first 
half being ‘sensible’ and the second ‘silly’. 
 
J S Bach’s Fantasia Super ‘Komm, Heilger Geist’ BWV 
651, the first of the Great Eighteen Chorale Preludes 
provided a tour de force opening to the recital before a 
change of mood with Schumann’s No 4 from Six Canonic 
Studies Op 56, a beautifully crafted gem of a piece written 
originally for pedal piano. 
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Christopher Herrick sparked Phil’s interested in the organ, 
when at Westminster Abbey Phil page turned for him. 
Coincidentally Christopher Herrick was also once a music 
scholar at Cranleigh School, and it was indeed to 
Christopher Herrick’s arrangement for organ of Bartók’s 
Six Romanian Dances that Phil next turned. 
 
Durufle’s Suite Op 5 took us to the interval, with first the 
dark Prelude then the light Sicilienne, and finally the 
challenging and tumultuous Toccata, requiring Martyn 
Rawles’ services as registrant as well as page turner! 
 
Following the interval the fun started with Phil opening with 
Ian Farrington’s Animal Parade. Ian Farrington was, like 
Phil, once the organ scholar at St John College, 
Cambridge, and our understanding and enjoyment of his 
clever musical depiction of the different animals was 
enhanced greatly by Cathy Lamb’s expressive reading of 
the verses pertaining to each of the 12 pieces of the suite, 
a modern ‘take’ on Saint-Saëns Carnival of the Animals. 
 
The remainder of the programme was devoted to pieces 
from Phil’s recording in 2008 at Lichfield Cathedral of the 
jazz and blues inspired works for organ on his acclaimed 
CD ‘Piping Blues’. Two works by Zsolt Gárdonyi, Be Thou 
My Vision and Mozart Changes were followed by Blues-
Toccata by the Norwegian church musician with a love of 
jazz, Mons Leidvin Takle, providing a jagged rhythmic, 
jazzy conclusion to the recital. 
 
A stunningly performed recital by a superb organist, with 
our ex-President receiving excellent support from 16 
LDOA members.               TS  
 
Nigel Morris recital at Broadway URC Saturday 16

th
 

September 2017 
 
Nigel Morris received training at Birmingham 
Conservatoire, during which time he held the organ 
scholarship at St Chad’s Cathedral, Birmingham. On 
graduation he joined Staffordshire Police, whilst also 
holding church posts. On retirement from the police force 
Nigel returned to the Conservatoire to continue his studies 
and became Assistant Director of Music at St Chad’s, his 
current post. 
 
For this 27

th
 Anniversary Recital, Nigel commenced with 

the rousing Processional from Handel’s Music for the 
Royal Fireworks, followed by Samuel Wesley’s delicate Air 
and jolly Gavotte, the first of five of tonight’s pieces he also 
played at his ‘Thursday Live’ recital at St Chad’s Cathedral 
in January this year. 
 
Next to a work thought to be by Bach but actually by Ernst 
and arranged by J S Bach, the lively Concerto in C BWV 
595, followed by Prelude in E Flat by William Harris and 
Johann Krebs’ Fantasia a giusto italiano. 
 
I recall one of Alan Taylor favourite works being Hendrik 
Andriessen’s Theme & Variations, building to a full organ 
climax that left the organ sounding a little breathless! 
Vaughan Williams’ beautiful Rhosymedre was followed by 
Buxtehude’s Ciacona in E Minor. 
 
Next to Flute a peal by David Bruce-Payne, who was 
appointed in 1974 as Organist and Master of the 
Choristers at Birmingham Cathedral and Head of Music 

at King Edward's School, Birmingham. He later became a 
Senior Lecturer and teacher of organ at Birmingham 
Conservatoire, until moving to Weymouth in 2003. 
 
The climax to the recital, and for me the highlight, was 
provided by a work I first heard Nigel perform on the 
superb Walker organ of St Chad’s Cathedral in his 
January 2017 recital, the Final from Sonata No 1, by 
Guilmant. A thrilling way to end the recital, triple pedalling 
and all! 
 

 
Nigel Morris at the organ of Broadway URC,  with his 

organ scholar, Dylan McCaig, page turning 

 
A nicely structured programme, and a most accomplished 
performance.                TS 
 
Peter Morris recital at Walsall Town Hall, Thursday 21

st
 

September 
 
For the opening recital of the 2017/8 series at Walsall 
Town Hall, Peter Morris had the luxury of Zoe as his page 
turner to assist him. 
 
Komm, sag es allen weiter by the German 
conductor/organist Johannes-Matthias Michel provided a 
jazzy opening to the recital, followed by Buxtehude’s 
Prelude & Fugue in G Minor, a work Peter recalled playing 
many years ago in his finals at Durham, with the theme 
picked out in the pedals for the prelude, followed by two 
fugues. 
 
The composer of the next two works rejoiced in the name 
of Soorjo Alexander William Langobard Oliphant 
Chuckerbutty, with first Paen – Fanfare, for which he’s 
perhaps best-known, then the less familiar The Queen’s 
Procession, which settles into a stately march. 
 
Then to something of a ‘tour de force’ with Homage to 
Handel by Karg-Elert with its 54 short variations, which 
Peter observed ‘uses every stop on the organ, but not all 
at the same time’, finishing with full organ.  
 
Two pieces by contemporary composers to finish, with first 
the jolly Flourish by the Shrewsbury born composer 
Christopher Steele, then Toccata Primi Toni by the Danish 
pianist, organist and composer Elnar Traerup Sark, 
providing a rather less than tuneful frenetic conclusion to 
today’s recital. 
 
Some ‘off the beaten track’ works today!            TS   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_Philip%27s_Cathedral,_Birmingham
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/King_Edward%27s_School,_Birmingham
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Birmingham_Conservatoire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Birmingham_Conservatoire
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Ashley Grote recital at Lichfield Cathedral Friday 22
nd

 
September 2017 
 
Ashley Grote has been Master of the Music at Norwich 
Cathedral since September 2012. He was a chorister at 
King’s College Cambridge and returned as Organ Scholar 
2001-04. Prior to his current appointment, he held posts at 
Tonbridge School, Westminster Abbey, and Gloucester 
Cathedral. Much in demand as a recitalist, Ashley is also a 
recording artist and composer. Martyn Rawles has known 
Ashley since his Cambridge days, whilst Cathy Lamb has 
known him from her time at Uppingham School.  
 

 
Ashley Grote 

 
For this his first visit to Lichfield, Ashley opened with one 
of the longest and most complex works of J S Bach, 
Prelude & Fugue in E minor BWV 548, with the fugue’s 
nickname ‘The Wedge’ coming from the structure of the 
subject. Then followed the first of Franck’s three chorales, 
Chorale No 1 in E minor, opening in meditative mood but 
closing with a bold and distinctive statement of the 
chorale. 
 
The 7

th
/8

th
 Symphonies are the least performed/recorded 

of Widor’s symphonies, so Symphony No 8 Op 42 No 4, 
was given a welcome airing by Ashley playing first the 
second movement, the lyrical Moderato, then to take us to 
the interval, the thrilling Finale, with its frequent changes of 
manuals, deserving of more regular inclusion in recitals. 
 
After the interval, Ashley is a fan of Parry, so hence the 
inclusion in the programme of his Fantasia & Fugue in G 
Minor Op 188, the soaring fantasia is followed by the 
fugue, which makes considerable technical demands on 
the player. Then to one of Ashley’s own compositions, 
Prelude on ’Cross of Jesus’, a work commissioned by 
OUP and inspired by Vaughan Williams’ Prelude on 
Rhosymedre. 
 
Next to two works by Elgar, with first the majestic Pomp & 
Circumstance March No 4 in G, arranged here by George 
Robertson Sinclair, the organist of Truro Cathedral then 
Hereford Cathedral, followed by a change of mood with 
Herbert Brewer’s arrangement of Chanson de Matin Op15 
No 2. 
 
Lemare’s arrangement of Wagner’s Overture to ‘Die 
Meistersinger’ provided the fitting finale to a superb recital 
by a young man whose accuracy and consummate 
management of the Hill organ was an absolute joy to 
experience, and deserving of far better support than he 
received.                TS 
 

Thomas Trotter recital at Birmingham Town Hall 
Monday 25

th
 September 2017 

 
For the first of the 2017/8 lunchtime series, Thomas 
offered two sets of dances, with first the contemporary 
composition Rubrics by Dan Locklair, a spectacular piece 
providing Thomas with an opportunity to draw his favourite 
Whitechapel Bells stop! Then to a second set of dances, 
composed almost 500 years earlier, Dansereye, Thomas 
Trotter’s own arrangement of a work by Tylman Susato, 
which Thomas also included in his inaugural recital on the 
organ of Manchester Cathedral a couple of weeks ago. 
 
Next to Bach’s eldest and most famous son, Emmanuel, 
and his Sonata in D Minor, written in the contemporary 
style for which he was a pioneer, but containing no pedals, 
as having originally been taught by his father to play the 
organ, in later life he admitted to having ‘forgotten how to 
play them!’ 
 
Thomas commented that he had played a lot of 
transcriptions of Mendelssohn’s orchestral works, so this 
year was playing more of his compositions for organ, with 
first Sonata No 3 in A major, one of my personal 
favourites.  
  
Then to another big romantic work, Stanford’s Fantasia & 
Toccata in D Minor, which opens with bravura flourishes, 
and after a more reflective passage, builds up a rhythmic 
momentum to its final majestic concluding chords.        TS  
 
Pat Neville recital at Trinity Methodist Church, 
Shenstone, Monday 25

th
 September 2017 

 
Pat’s programme for today’s lunchtime ‘Come & Go’ recital 
had been chosen by a combination of her two teachers, 
Karen Thompson and Angela Sones, and herself. For this 
Harvest recital, Pat opened appropriately with Postlude for 
Harvest by Eric Thiman, and concluded with Karg-Elert’s 
Now thank we all our God. 
 
Pat’s hard work learning the pieces and performing these 
recitals was much appreciated as ever by her loyal 
supporters. 
 
William Whitehead recital at Lichfield Cathedral Friday 
29

th
 September 2017 

William Whitehead's solo organ-playing career took off 
when he won First Prize at the Odense International 
Organ Competition in Denmark, 2004. Trained at Oxford 
University and the Royal Academy of Music, London, his 
teachers have included David Sanger, James O' Donnell 
and Dame Gillian Weir. Valuable inspiration was gained in 
his year as Organ Scholar of Westminster Abbey, where 
he played for services and occasionally conducted the 
choir. This led on to becoming Assistant Organist at 
Rochester Cathedral, where he accompanied the 
Cathedral Choir and helped to found the new Girls' Choir. 
After four years in this post, he moved on to become a 
Lecturer at the Royal Academy of Music, and took up a 
position as Director of Music at St Mary’s Bourne Street, 
London. William now combines a career as a concert 
organist, teacher and writer. 
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In his ‘effort to prolong the summer a little longer’, William 
opened tonight’s recital in rather unusual style with Percy 
Whitlock’s jaunty Bucket and Spade Polka, from his 
Holiday Suite. 
 
Then to the Orgelbüchlein Project, of which William is 
curator, the objective of which is to complete the 118 
chorales of the 164 chorales J S Bach penned, of which 
only he actually completed 64. The 118 short works are 
being composed by some of the most interesting 
international composers working today, and tonight 
William played five of J S Bach’s Orgelbüchlein works, and 
four of the new compositions, including three premiered 
tonight by João Vaz, Christopher Fox, and Alex Mason, 
who in fact was in tonight’s audience. Nun danket alle Gott 

BWV 657, from the 18 Leipziger Choräles, completed 
the J S Bach offering. The Orgelbüchlein Project is 

laudable, and when completed is expected to be published 
by Edition Peters, but on the evidence of these new 
compositions, I don’t think I’ll be motivated to purchase a 
copy! 
 
Next to Funeral March, Communion, Pastorale and 
Postlude from ’12 Original Pieces’ by Hollins. Then to 
Sonata No 1 in F Minor Op 65 by Mendelssohn’s, who 
apparently never played this work himself in public, with 
the thrilling final movement taking to the interval. 
 
With a duration of almost half an hour, the whole of the 
second half of the recital was devoted to Liszt’s virtuosic 
Fantasia on ‘Ad nos, ad salutarem undam’ (Come to us , 
to the waves of salvation’). Having managed without a 
page turner for the first half, Martyn Rawles was called 
upon as registrant to assist William with the many 
registrations changes required where both hands and feet 
are fully occupied with playing!  
 
After the dramatic opening to the fantasia, the central 
adagio is interrupted by a bust of sound heralding the start 
of the fugue, which builds to culminate in a grand re-
statement of the theme, ending with a glorious and 
triumphant coda.  A superb performance of this 
phenomenally challenging and dramatic work, providing a 
stern test for organ and organist.             TS 
 

 
William Whitehead taking his bow at the end of his recital 

 

FORTHCOMING LOCAL ORGAN RECITALS 
 
LDOA Members’ Recitals/Events 
 
Martyn Rawles 
In addition to his Lichfield Cathedral commitments, Martyn 
is giving a recital on Wednesday 4

th
 October 2017 from 

12.30 to 1.05pm at St Alban’s Cathedral, playing Widor’s 
Symphony Gothique Op 70. 
 
Cathy Lamb 
In addition to her Lichfield Cathedral commitments, Cathy 
is giving a recital on Thursday 16

th
 November 2017 from 

12.30pm to 1.10pm at Christchurch Priory.  
 
Peter Morris 
In the 2017/8 series at Walsall Town Hall, Peter is giving 
the following recitals: 
 

 Thursday 7
th
 December 2017, from 1.00 to 1.50pm  

 Thursday 15
th
 February 2018, from 1.00 to 1.50pm 

 
Richard Syner 
Richard Syner (organ) and his wife Katherine Fox 
(clarinet) are playing a Coffee Concert at All Saints’ 
Church Streetly at 10.30am Saturday 11

th
 November, 

playing duets for organ/clarinet, and organ solos. Entitled 
By the Banks of Green Willow – Music for Remembrance, 
the concert comprises music by casualties of WW1 – 
works by René Vierne, Granados, Ernest Farrar, Frank 
Jephson, Frederick Kelly and a new arrangement of 
Butterworth’s lyrical rhapsody, plus works by Elgar and 
Ravel. 
 
Mervin Jones – Walsall Town Hall concerts  
The well-supported concerts are held from 1.30 to 3.30pm 
on the second Thursday of every month, and include light 
organ music performed by Mervin, plus guest artists. Light 
refreshments and raffles. 
 
Phil Scriven – St Editha’s, Tamworth, Recital 
Phil Scriven is giving what has now become an annual 
event, an organ recital at St Editha’s, Tamworth, at 
7.30pm on Friday 20

th
 October, 2017. (Phil is also to 

perform with the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra at the 
Royal Albert Hall, London, on Sunday afternoon 8

th
 

October 2017, for an Organ Gala Concert)  
 
Pat Neville - Trinity Methodist Church, Shenstone 
A lunchtime organ recital will be given on Monday 4

th
 

December 2017 by Trinity Methodist Church resident 
organist Pat Neville from 12.45pm to 1.30pm. Bring your 
sandwiches – hot drinks will be available. Come and go as 
you please. 
 
Recitals In Local Area (to end of November 2017) 
 
October 2017 
 
Sun 1 October • 2.30 • Fentham Hall, Hampton-in-Arden  
Mark Laflin (St John the Divine, Richmond) 
 
Sun 1 October • 3.00 to 3.45 • Holy Trinity, Wordsley 
Paul Carr (Birmingham) 
 
Tues 3 October • 12.40 to 1.20 • St Chad’s, Shrewsbury 
Simon Earl (Christchurch Priory) 
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Thurs 5 October • 12.40 to 1.20 • Solihull Methodist 
Church 
Stephen Perrins (DoM Emeritus, Solihull School) 
 
Thurs 5 October • 12.40 to 1.20 • St Chad’s Cathedral, 
Birmingham 
Daniel Gárdonyi (Würzburg, Germany) 
 
Frid 6 October • 1.00 to 1.45 • Emmanuel, Wylde Green 
Anthony Pinel (St Chad’s, Shrewsbury) 
 
Frid 6 October • 7.30 to 9.20 • Lichfield Cathedral 
Martyn Rawles (Lichfield Cathedral) 
 
Sat 7 October • 12.00 to 12.45 • Stoke Minster 
Meirion Wynn Jones (Carmarthen) 
 
Sat 7 October • 5.00 • Guild Chapel, Stratford-upon-Avon 
Roy Massey (Organist Emeritus, Hereford Cathedral) 
 
Sat 7 October • 6.45 • Worcester Cathedral 
Colin Walsh (Organist Laureate, Lincoln Cathedral) 
 
Sat 7 October • 7.30 • St Alphege, Solihull 
Alex Mason (Shrewsbury School) 
 
Mon 9 October • 1.00 to 2.00 • Birmingham Town Hall 
Thomas Trotter (Birmingham City Organist) 
 
Thurs 12 October • 1.10 to 2.00 • Kidderminster Town Hall 
Graham Davies (St Mary’s, Old Swinford) 
 
Sat 14 October • 12.00 to 1.10 • Victoria Hall, Hanley 
Martin Baker (Westminster Cathedral) 
 
Sun 15 October • 2.30 to 5.00 • The Buttermarket, 
Shrewsbury  
Howard Beaumont 
 
Sun 15 October • 3.00 to 3.45 • St James’ Methodist 
Church, Pensnett 
David Pitches (St Christopher’s, Springfield, Birmingham) 
 
Frid 20 October • 12.40 to 1.20 • St Chad’s, Shrewsbury 
Paul Carr (Birmingham) 
 
Frid 20 October • 7.30 to 8.45 • St Editha’s, Tamworth 
Philip Scriven (Cranleigh School) 
 
Mon 23 October • 1.00 to 2.00 • Symphony Hall 
Birmingham 
Thomas Trotter (Birmingham City Organist) 
 
Wed 25 October • 1.10 to 2.00 • St Alphege, Solihull 
Alexander Woodrow (Solihull School) 
 
Sat 28 October • 12.00 to !.00 • Malvern Priory 
Peter King (Organist Emiritus, Bath Abbey) 
 
Sat 28 October • 7.30 to 9.30 • St Michael & All Angel’s, 
Ledbury 
Anthony Hammond (Cirencester Parish Church) 
 
Tues 31 October • 2.00 to 4.15 • Burton-on-Trent Town 
Hall 
Nicholas Martin 

 
Tues 31 October • 7.30 • Birmingham Town Hall 
Nigel Ogden (BBC Radio 2’s ‘The Organist Entertains’) 
 
November 2017 
 
Thurs 2 November • 12.40 to 1.20 • St Chad’s Cathedral, 
Birmingham 
Paul Carr (Birmingham) 
 
Frid 3 November • 1.00 to 1.45 • Emmanuel, Wylde Green 
Josh Roebuck (Emmanuel) 
 
Sat 4 November • 11.00 to 11.30 • St Margaret’s, Olton  
Michael Carter (St Mark’s, Fairfield, Bromsgrove) 
 
Sat 4 November • 12.00 to 12.45 • Stoke Minster 
Paul Carr (Birmingham) 
 
Sat 4 November • 3.30 to 5.15 • Ellesmere College (Great 
Hall/Chapel) 
Samuel Bristow, William Peart 
 
Sun 5 November  • 2.30 • Fentham Hall, Hampton-in-
Arden 
Howard Beaumont 
 
Sun 5 November  • 3.00 to 3.45 • Holy Trinity, Wordsley 
Paul Carr (Birmingham 
 
Mon 6 November • 1.00 to 2.00 • Birmingham Town Hall 
Thomas Trotter (Birmingham City Organist) 
 
Tues 7 November • 12.40 to 1.20 • St Chad’s, Shrewsbury 
Philip Rushforth (Chester Cathedral) 
 
Sat 11 November • 10.30 • All Saints’  Church, Streetly 
Richard Syner (organ) & Katherine Fox (clarinet) 
 
Sun 12 November • 3.00 to 5.00 • Symphony Hall 
Birmingham 
Darius Battiwalla with The London Concert Orchestra etc. 
 
Thurs 16 November • 1.10 to 2.00 • Kidderminster Town 
Hall 
Timothy Morris (Kidderminster Town Hall) 
 
Frid 17 November • 12.40 to 1.20 • St Chad’s, Shrewsbury 
Anthony Pinel (St Chad’s, Shrewsbury) 
 
Sat 18 November • 12.00 to 1.10 • Victoria Hall, Hanley 
Donald MacKenzie (Odeon Cinema, Leicester Square) 
 
Sun 19 November • 2.30 to 5.00 • The Buttermarket, 
Shrewsbury  
Andrew Nix 
 
Mon 20 November • 1.00 to 2.00 • Birmingham Town Hall 
Thomas Trotter (Birmingham City Organist) 
 
Wed 22 November • 1.10 to 2.00 • St Alphege, Solihull 
Nicholas Johnson (St John’s, Ranmoor) 
 
Thurs 30 November • 12.00 to 1.00 • Worcester Cathedral 
Ashley Wager (Worcester Cathedral) 
 



 14 

For a complete listing of organ recitals in the UK and 
further details go to: www.organrecitals.com 
 

For details of recital organ specifications go to the National 
Pipe Organ Register at: www.npor.org.uk

LICHFIELD & DISTRICT ORGANISTS’ ASSOCIATION CONTACTS 
 

President: Martyn Rawles, FRCO 
Chairman & Newsletter Editor: Trevor Smedley, 01543 319329, e-mail trevorsmedley@ntlworld.com  
Secretary: Richard Syner, 01283 540276 e-mail richard.syner1@btinternet.com  
Treasurer: Mike Rudd, 01543 480411, e-mail mike.rudd@fotas.co.uk  
Publicity Officer – Tony White, e-mail t.white@btconnect.com 
Committee Member – Chris Booth, 01922 685221, e-mail c_booth1990@yahoo.co.uk 
 
Editorial Note - next newsletter is planned for December 2017, with deadline for submission of items for inclusion of 
24/11/17, to Trevor Smedley by e-mail as above, or by mail to 8 The Parchments, Lichfield, Staffordshire, WS13 7NA 
 

 
APPENDIX

 
Directions for Saturday 4

th
 November 2017 – visit to Repton School 

 

 
Map of the Repton School, Willington Rd, Repton, showing the location of the School Chapel 

 
Take the A38 north towards Derby. Take the A5132 exit sign-posted Willington, arriving at Willington in about 1 mile. At the 
roundabout take 2

nd
 exit onto B5008 Repton Rd, which becomes Willington Rd.  After about 1 mile you’ll see Repton School 

on your RHS, as shown on the locator map above. We have been advised by Repton School to park at the Music School, so 
continue past the school, at the roundabout take the third exit onto Burton Rd, then turn right into Tanners Lane, and the 
Music School is immediately on the RHS.  The closest Satnav code is DE65 6FL. There is also a public car park on your LHS 
on Burton Road, before you reach Tanners Lane. A short walk back along Burton Rd/Willington Rd takes you to the School 
Chapel, easily seen from the road, as marked on the above locator map.  
 

http://www.organrecitals.com/
mailto:trevorsmedley@ntlworld.com
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mailto:mike.rudd@fotas.co.uk
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