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OCTOBER 2016 NEWSLETTER 

 

  
FORTHCOMING LDOA VISITS/EVENTS 

 
Saturday 15

th
 October 2016 - Members’ Recital 

 
This event will commence at 3pm at All Saints’ Church, 
Four Oaks, by kind permission of Director of Music Angela 
Sones, and Revd Adrian Leahy.  
 

 
The  four manual organ of All Saints’ Four Oaks 
(Photo taken at Ian Tracey’s inaugural recital) 

 
The event is for members and family/guests, and an 
invitation has also been extended to members of the 
congregation of All Saints’. Drinks and nibbles will be 
provided in the interval to also make it a social event. Free 
admission, with a retiring collection divided between LDOA 
and All Saints’ Church. 
 
An invitation to members to volunteer to play the fine 4 
manual organ at this event was circulated towards the end 
of June, and we are most grateful that the following 
members have agreed to participate: 
 
Richard Syner, Pat Neville, John Baker, Peter King, 
student members Will & Alex Packham (students of 
Martyn Rawles), Andrew McMillan, Trevor Smedley and 
an organ duet by Angela Sones/Richard Hartshorn. 
 
Do please come and support the efforts of members who 
have volunteered to play. 
 
All Saints’ Four Oaks, Belwell Lane, Four Oaks, Sutton 
Coldfield, B74 4TR,  is located at the top of Belwell lane, 
by the traffic lights at the junction with the A454 Walsall 

Rd/Four Oaks Rd, next door to the Four Oaks Pub. The 
car park is accessed from Belwell Lane. 
 
Saturday 5

th
 November - Coleshill Parish Church 

 
Visit commencing at 2pm. Richard Syner is keen to 
include an educational element to one of our visits, so as 
part of our visit to Coleshill Parish Church, where there is a 
3 manual 36 stop Walter James Bird organ, he has 
enlisted the services of Birmingham Organists’ Association 
President, Mick Perrier, to repeat for us a presentation on 
‘Improvisation’ he made originally for the Birmingham 
Organists’ Association, using Rosemary Field material. An 
opportunity for members to start to learn a most useful skill 
for any organist. 
 
Coleshill Parish Church is at Church Hill, Coleshill B46 
3AD. Take the A446 south, and at the roundabout, take 
the B4117 Lichfield Rd/High St. towards Coleshill town 
centre. After 0.6 miles turn left onto Blythe Rd B4114, then 
first right up Church Hill to the church. The church has no 
car park, but you should find parking spaces on the road. 
 
Saturday 26

th
 November - President’s Evening at 

Lichfield Cathedral  
 
Always one of the highlights of our year, the visit will be 
hosted by our President, Martyn Rawles. The plan is for us 
to meet at 5.30pm to hear the organ played prior to the 
service, then attend the candlelit Advent Carol Service 
commencing at 6pm, followed by drinks and nibbles in 
College Hall. If any members would like to bring along 
cake to add to the nibbles, it would of course be very 
welcome!. Once the Cathedral is cleared, we return to the 
Cathedral for members to play the Hill organ till about 
9.30pm.    
 
Wednesday 7

th
 December 2016 - Annual Dinner 2016 

 
Annual Dinner for LDOA members and partners/guests at 
‘The Owl at Lichfield’, 7pm for 7.30pm. The restaurant is 
on the outskirts of Lichfield, on London Road, Lichfield 
WS14 9QH. Menu/price details to follow nearer the date. 
 
2017 Visits/Events 
 
Richard Syner is well advanced with planning our 2017 
visits, and the following are already confirmed: 
  
Saturday 14

th
 January 2017 – St Luke’s, Cannock 

 
We are grateful to our member John Carvell for hosting a 
visit commencing at 2pm to St Luke’s, Cannock, to play 
the 3 manual, mainly tubular pneumatic action, Norman & 
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Beard organ. Further chance for members to peruse 
surplus donated organ music/books/CD’s. 
 
Saturday 11th March 2017 – AGM and visit to Holy 
Trinity, Sutton Coldfield 
 
Holy Trinity, Sutton Coldfield, is currently being reordered, 
and it was feared that as a consequence the substantial 3 
manual Hill, Norman & Beard organ may have to be 
replaced by an electronic organ. Fortunately, it now looks 
as though the pipe organ will be retained in the reordered 
church. The plan is to commence our visit at 2pm with our 
2017 AGM, followed by an opportunity to play the Hill, 
Norman & Beard organ. 

 
 

RECENT LDOA VISITS/EVENTS   
 
Saturday 3

rd
 September 2016, organ crawl to 

Newcastle-under-Lyme 
 
St Wulstan’s, Wolstanton 
 
During a spell of otherwise good weather, it looked as 
though today we would be dodging the showers for our 
organ crawl to Newcastle-under-Lyme. We were warmly 
welcomed at our first venue, St Wulstan’s Catholic Church, 
Wolstanton, by Director of Music David West, and Father 
Anthony. We were delighted to also be joined by the 
builders of the organ, Phil and Keith Cartwright, and three 
members of the North Staffordshire & District Organists’ 
Society, as well as by two new LDOA members David 
Perry and Michael Boyd attending their first Association 
visit.  
 
On entering from the back of the church, underneath the 
west gallery, the look back to the gallery provides a most 
striking image, with the console centrally placed in front of 
the west window, and the pipework of the caseless organ 
deployed to each side of the galley. 
   

 
The organ of St Wulstan’s, Wolstanton 

 
David West gave a brief history of the organ, which began 
its life as a 2 manual Rushworth & Dreaper organ, built 
c1920 for Engedi Methodist Chapel, Brymbo, North Wales, 
and transferred here in 2004. The pipework of the original 
organ was retained, with pipework added from various 
other organs, including a fine Stopped Diapason on the 
Choir Organ from the Old Wolstanton Methodist Church, 

and some new pipework made to the original R & D 
scalings. The alteration to 3 manuals required a new 
detached console, which is four years old. The project took 
twelve years to complete, and the 3 manual organ now 
comprises 44 stops, and a modern capture system.   
 
David West then proceeded to demonstrate the organ 
playing an impressive Georg Böhm work, before handing 
over to LDOA members Pat Neville, Mike Boyd, Peter 
King, John Carvell, Trevor Smedley, and with notable 
contributions from Richard Syner playing Toccata from 
Toccata & Fugue in d Minor by Pachelbel and Mike Rudd 
playing a Bruhns Preludium. 
 

 
Director of Music David West at the console of St Wulstan’s 

 
The organ proved to be a very comfortable and satisfying 
instrument to play, with a comprehensive choice of stops, 
speaking well into the nice acoustic of the church, and 
producing a majestic sound, as might be expected with the 
pipework being unencumbered by any obstruction to the 
projection of sound down the nave. Organ builder’s Phil 
and Keith have done a splendid job of blending the new 
and additional pipework with the original pipework. 
  
St George’s, Newcastle-under-Lyme 
 
A short drive into the centre of Newcastle-under-Lyme 
took us to St George’s, where our host was again David 
West. St George’s is a large Anglican church, but with a 
rather dark interior. 
 
David West was unable to provide any history of the 3 
manual 48 stop organ, but according to the NPOR it 
appears to be by Edward Wadsworth & Brother from 1880, 
and certainly the pipework looks to be of that era, with 
subsequent work by Hill Norman & Beard in 1922 and by 
Hawkins in 1978. 
 
David West again demonstrated the organ, which proved 
to be a large romantic instrument with big reeds, before 
handing over to LDOA members Mike Boyd, Mike Rudd, 
John Carvell, Pat Neville and Peter King.   
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The organ of St George’s, Newcastle-under-Lyme 

 

 
John Carvel at the organ of St George’s, Newcastle-under-Lyme 

 
Congregational Church , Newcastle-under-Lyme 
 
A short walk took us to the Congregational church where 
we were warmly greeted by Hilary Biggin with very 
welcome drinks and cakes. Rev Mike Wallace then joined 
us and gave us a brief history of the church, which was 
first formed in 1782, with the present building dating from 
1859. 
 
Again no history of the 3 manual 33 stop organ was 
forthcoming, but the NPOR shows it as built by Rushworth 
& Dreaper in 1938, having been subsequently restored by 
Mike Thompson in 2006. 
 
As Rev Mike is an organist, he proceeded to demonstrate 
the organ using The Heavens are Telling from Haydn’s 
The Creation, before David West tried out this organ for 
the first time. Richard Syner then gave a very lively 
performance of Mozart’s Rondo Alla Turca, followed by 
Pat Neville, Mike Boyd, Peter King and Trevor Smedley. 
 

 
The organ of the Congregational Church, Newcastle-under-Lyme 

 

 
Rev Mike Wallace at the organ of the Congregational Church, 

Newcastle-under-Lyme 

 
Being sited at the front of the church, the organ speaks 
well into the church, but the ample carpeting makes for a 
rather dry acoustic. 

 
St Paul’s, Newcastle-under-Lyme 

 
A further short walk took us to the imposing parish church 
of St Paul’s, where we were greeted by Frederick Hewitt, 
and as he had played here for over 40 years, this time 
there was no lack of historical details of the organ. 
 
A generous benefactor, Archibald Coghill, provided the 
original 3 manual organ in 1913, built by Dr Arthur Hill. 
John Edwin Norris (MA Oxon) was Organist & Choirmaster 
from 1956-2000, and being also an organ builder, 
whenever he saw stops on another organ to which he took 
a liking, he set about acquiring similar stops from various 
other redundant organs to add to this organ. The organ 
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was originally tubular pneumatic action and water blown, 
but when in use, local housewives trying to do their weekly 
wash complained the water pressure was too low! 
 

 
The organ of St Paul’s, Newcastle-under-Lyme 

 

Norman & Beard did a major rebuild in 1959, then George 
Sixsmith & Sons did further work in 1975, a rebuild in 1995 
increasing it to 4 manuals, and more work in 1999. 
Frederick commented that the organ is famous for three 
things: its Glockenspiel, solid state action (now fairly 
common, but rare in 1995), and the Tibia Liquida stop, 
which opens a door to a cocktail cabinet above the LH 
stop jamb! Frederick demonstrated the percussive sound 
of the Glockenspiel, and the Tibia Liquida, but we didn’t 
manage to establish how well-stocked the cocktail cabinet 
was!  
 

 
Frederick Hewitt demonstrating the organ of St Paul’s 

 
The organ is now one of the largest parish church organs 
in the country, with 81 speaking stops including a pedal 
32’ Contra Bass and 32’ Contra Trombone, although 
Frederick did acknowledge that it made use of borrowing 
and extension. 
 
Frederick commenced his much appreciated demo of the 
organ with the Adagio from J S Bach’s Toccata, Adagio & 
Fugue, followed by part of Rheinberger’s Cantilene 

(Sonata No. 11), demonstrating the beautiful Stopped 
Diapason.  
 
Then it was over to LDOA members, to try the organ, with 
Peter King first up, then David West, John Carvell, an 
accomplished performance by Richard Syner of the 
prelude from Schmidt’s Preludium & Fugue in D Major 
(Halleluja), Trevor Smedley, and finally Mike Rudd with a 
rousing rendition of Karg-Elert’s Nun danket alle Gott and 
Whitlock’s Werde Munter.      

 

 
Mike Rudd at the organ of St Paul’s, Newcastle-under-Lyme. (The quirky 

cocktail cabinet is behind the panel above the LH stop jamb)  

 
With such a substantial instrument, we really needed more 
time to explore the range of possibilities of this organ, but 
having managed to squeeze in four splendid but very 
different organs into our day at Newcastle-under-Lyme, it 
was time to thank Frederick for hosting our visit to St 
Paul’s, and retrace our steps to pick up the cars from St 
George’s at the end of a very full day. Our thanks to David 
West for giving up his day to host our visit, and to Richard 
Syner for arrangements that went like clockwork. A most 
interesting day, enjoyed by 14 members and guests.     TS 
 

 
NEWS FROM THE LDOA COMMITTEE 

 
Vacancy on the Committee 
 
At the 2016 AGM, following David Gumbley’s resignation 
as Chairman, Trevor Smedley was elected as his 
replacement. Trevor agreed to continue to also produce 
the newsletter, so this leaves a vacancy on the 
Committee, as we feel we need a minimum of 5. Tony 
White has expressed interest in joining the Committee, 
and has been invited to meet with the Committee at our 
next Committee Meeting.  
 
Next Committee Meeting 
 
Wednesday 5

th
 October 2016 at 7.30pm 
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MEMBERS’ NEWS 
 
New Members 
 
We are delighted to welcome the following new members 
joining our Association since the last newsletter: 
 
Arthur Tipper 
 
Arthur has played at each of the annual events that one of 
our student members, Alex Goldsmith, has organised at St 
Modwen’s, Burton-on-Trent, and Arthur joined our 
Association following this summer’s event. 
 

 
Arthur Tipper 

 
Arthur, who lives in Tutbury, was for 35 years organist and 
choirmaster at St Mary’s, Tutbury, and now helps out there 
a couple of Sundays per month, and at other churches on 
free Sundays. In 1973 a Wurlitzer Theatre Organ was 
installed at Burton Town Hall, and Arthur has played that 
for many Civic functions including Chairman’s services, a 
couple of funeral wakes, and also many dances over the 
years, as well as featuring it on BBC TV and Radio 2. 
 
In 2014 he was awarded the B.E.M. for services to music 
including many events for military personnel at The 
National Memorial Arboretum. He has the Archbishop’s 
Certificate in Church Music A.Cert.C.M. There are 
interesting video clips on YouTube of Arthur performing a 
concert on the Burton-on-Trent Wurlitzer, and also playing 
and reminiscing about his life in music. 
 
Michael Boyd 
 
Michael learnt to play the organ to ABRSM Grade 5, 
although having not played for some time. He lives in 
Lichfield and regularly attends Lichfield Cathedral 
services. Michael both attended and played on our recent 
visit to Newcastle-under-Lyme, so those members who 
went on this visit had the opportunity to welcome Michael 
in person. 
 
Alex & Will Packham 
 
Brothers Alex and Will Packham joined us as student 
members in March 2016, and we extend our 
congratulations to Will on being appointed as Head 
Chorister at Lichfield Cathedral, and to both Alex and Will 

on their appointments also as accompanists of the Young 
and Youth Voices choirs. 
 
Paul Geoghegan 
 
Members attending our visits over this last year may have 
noticed the absence of Paul Geoghegan, a longstanding 

member who regularly attends our visits. Paul has been 
caring for his wife Anne who has had cancer, and we are 
saddened to report that Anne lost her battle with cancer on 
8

th
 August 2016 at the age of 75. 

 
Following a private cremation, St Michael & All Angels 
Church, Penkridge was packed for the service of 
remembrance at 12 noon on Tuesday 30

th
 August 2016, a 

day that would also have been their 45
th
 wedding 

anniversary. Anne excelled as a musician, having trained 
at the Royal Academy of Music in London, and worked as 
a music teacher at King Edward VI School in Birmingham.  
 
The moving service reflected Anne’s passion for music, 
and included a recording of a BBC North broadcast of her 
singing with the Manchester Mozart Orchestra. She had 
clearly led a full and rewarding life, both as a musician, 
and as a parish councillor in Penkridge since 2003, 
serving as chairman for four years from 2006. Very 
appropriately, donations at the service were in aid of the 
Organ Restoration Fund, of which Anne was a driving 
force.   
 
The Association was represented at the service by Trevor 
Smedley, and we offer our sincere condolences to Paul 
and daughters Claire and Sara. 
 
 

NEWS & SNIPPETS FROM THE ORGAN WORLD 
 
New organ for The Royal College of Music 
 

The Royal College of Music has commissioned 
renowned Dutch organ builder Flentrop Orgelbouw to 
build a new organ for the Amaryllis Fleming Concert 
Hall.  The new instrument is due to be completed in 
January 2018, and will replace the current organ at the 
rear of the Concert Hall platform, which after over 100 
years of service to RCM musicians is no longer in 
working order. 
 
Peter King, Bath Abbey 
 
Dr. Peter King, Assistant Organist at Lichfield Cathedral 
from 1975-86, retired in August as Director of Music at 
Bath Abbey. In recognition of his outstanding contribution 
to the music of the Abbey during his 30 years’ tenure, 
Peter is to become Bath Abbey Director of Music 
Emeritus. 
 
Huw Williams, currently Director of Music at Her Majesty’s 
Chapel Royal, St James’ Palace, will take up his 
appointment as Peter King’s successor in January 2017. 
Shean Bowers will be responsible for the Abbey’s music in 
the interim. 
 
Richard Lea 
 
Richard Lea, Organist of Liverpool Metropolitan Cathedral, 
has been associated with the Cathedral for 32 years, 
successively as Organ Scholar, Sub-Organist, Assistant 
Director of Music and finally Organist. Richard has left to 
take up a post at Buckfast Abbey in Devon from 
September, where they are due to take delivery in 2017/18 
of two new organs, one in the Quire and the other in the 
Gallery, at a cost reputed to be £2.5m, by the Italian organ 
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builder Fratelli Ruffatti, their first instruments to be installed 
in the UK. 
 
Paul Hale  
 
Paul Hale retired in August after 27 years as Rector Chori 
and Cathedral Organist of Southwell Minster. He will move 
to Bingham to continue his work as a professional organ 
consultant, recitalist and lecturer, but will remain as 
Musical Director of Nottingham Bach Choir, and a diploma 
Examiner for the RCO.  
 
Royal College of Organists Accreditation Changes 
 
In September 2016, the College will be introducing an 
early-level certificate scheme called the RCO Certificate of 
Accredited Membership (CAM). 
 
Designed to establish and strengthen fundamental skills 
and musicianship at the organ, CAM will offer the player a 
comprehensive, developmental route from foundation level 
(roughly equivalent to ABRSM Grade 2) via the 
intermediate level (around Grade 4) to advanced level 
(around Grade 6). 
 
Certificate (CertRCO) – from July 2017, this will be 
renamed the Colleague Diploma (CRCO), but there will be 
no changes to the regulations. 
 
ARCO – from July 2016, modifications have been made to 
the requirements in the Keyboard Skills Tests, Written 
Papers and Aural Perception sections. 
 
FRCO – from July 2017, modifications are being made to 
the requirements in the Keyboard Skills Test and Written 
Papers. 
 
For details of the changes, see the RCO website: 
www.rco.org.uk/examinations_qualifications 
 
 

LICHFIELD CATHEDRAL NEWS/EVENTS 
 
Organ Recitals at the Cathedral 
 
Autumn Evening Organ Recitals Series 
 
Recitals will take place on Fridays at 7.30pm to 9.20pm, 
admission £10, on the following dates: 
 

 Friday 14th October 2016 - Christopher Herrick 
(International Concert Organist) 

 Friday 4th November 2016 - Henry Fairs (Head of 
Organ Studies, Birmingham Conservatoire) 

 Friday 18th November 2016 - Martyn Rawles 
(Organist and Assistant Director of Music, Lichfield 
Cathedral) 

 
City of London Sinfonia Concert – Great British Choral 
Anthems 
 
At 7.30pm on Friday 7

th
 October 2016, The City of London 

Sinfonia will be joined by Lichfield Cathedral Choir to 
perform music by Handel, Bach and James McMillan. 
 
Conducted by Stephen Layton, Ben & Cathy Lamb, with 
Martyn Rawles organ. 

Young Persons’ Cathedral Organ Day 2017 
 
Having been unable to accommodate a ‘Young Persons’ 
Cathedral Organ Day’ in 2016 due to the disruption 
caused by the rewiring of the Cathedral, we are grateful to 
Martyn Rawles and Lichfield Cathedral for accommodating 
an event on Saturday 25

th
 March 2017, commencing at 

9am. As previously, the event will be presented jointly by 
members of LDOA and Lichfield Cathedral. 
 
Installation of Bishop Michael Ipgrave  
 
Installation and Enthronement of Bishop Michael Ipgrave 
as the new Bishop of Lichfield took place at the Cathedral 
on Saturday 24

th
 September. 

 
Reger Centenary Festival, Birmingham 
 
This year is the centenary of Max Reger’s death, and 
amongst the many commemorative events taking place, 
there is a local five-day festival, from Friday 14 – Tue 18 
October 2016, centred on Birmingham Conservatoire, but 
including recitals also at St Chad’s Cathedral (Ulrich 
Walther) and Birmingham Town Hall (Thomas Trotter). 
See www.bcu.ac.uk/conservatoire for detailed festival 
programme and booking arrangements. 
 
 

IAO MATTERS  
 
Midlands Organ Day at Nottingham Saturday 17

th
 

September 2016 
 
The venue for this year’s Midlands Organ Day was 
Nottingham. President of the Nottingham & District Society 
of Organists Prof. John Morehen, welcomed delegates to 
the Albert Hall.  
 
The Albert Hall, Nottingham 
 
The Albert Hall Methodist Mission was dedicated in March 
1909 and it continued to be used as a Methodist mission, 
and remained the city’s largest concert venue, until 1982, 
when the congregation merged with that at Parliament 
Street Methodist Church. The Council purchased the 
Albert Hall in 1987, and a major refurbishment was 
undertaken, including flooring the hall at the level of the 
circle, thus reducing the volume of the main hall and 
creating a separate ground floor hall, work being 
completed in 1988. In 1990, the Council leased the 
building to the Albert Hall Nottingham Ltd for use as a 
commercial conference and entertainment centre 
 
The four manual 59 stop Binns organ was installed in 
1909, financed by Sir Jesse Boot (founder of the Boots 
company), and indeed the polished Italian & Spanish 
walnut case was made in the Boots shopfitting workshop 
in Nottingham. It is almost identical to the BInns organ built 
in 1913 for Rochdale Town Hall. The specification was 
drawn up by C W Perkins (then organist of Birmingham 
Town Hall), and Revd Dr F Luke Wiseman. Over the 
years, heavy use, industrial pollution, increased heating 
and finally dust from the refurbishment of the hall took their 
toll, and the organ lay silent for three years until a 
restoration appeal fund enabled a full restoration to be 
carried out by Harrison & Harrison, culminating in re-
opening celebrations in October 1993. 

http://www.rco.org.uk/examinations_qualifications
http://www.bcu.ac.uk/conservatoire
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The Binns organ of the Albert Hall, Nottingham 

 
Following his opening welcome, Prof. John Morehen 
handed over to David Butterworth, custodian of the Binns 
organ, to demonstrate the organ, commencing with the 
rousing Toccata: Placare Christe Servulis (Le Tombeau de 
Couperin) by Dupré. Two works by J S Bach and a ‘fun 
piece’ by Pierre Cholley were followed by the challenging 
Allegro (Symphony No 6, first movement) by Widor. 
David’s programme demonstrated the versatility of this 
Romantic organ, and its tremendous power for what is 
now a much smaller space than that for which it was 
originally built.  
 
Fugue State Films 
 
Today’s programme had already been beset by 
programme changes, with the loss of the originally 
intended visit to Southwell Minster, and today Will Fraser 
pulled out of his presentation of Fugue State Films, leaving 
Richard Eaton and Ian Watts to stand in at short notice. 
 
We had expected that we would learn something of the 
challenges of the innovative organ recording projects they 
undertake, but in the event we had to be content with 
viewing excerpts from their recent DVD’s, including 
‘Towards a Modernist Organ’, featuring David Butterworth 
and the organs of the Albert Hall, Wollaton Hall, the 
Marcusson organ of St Mary’s Church, Nottingham, and 
the Beckerath organ of the German Lutheran Church, 
Nottingham. The second of their DVD’s was ‘Widor, 
Master of the Organ Symphony’, taking us through his life 
and his relationship with Cavaillé-Coll. Lastly there were 
excerpts from the project they are currently working on, 
‘Max Reger: The Last Giant’. 
 
Nicholson & Co. 
 
After a break for lunch, during which delegates were given 
access to the Binns organ, Andrew Caskie, Assistant 
Managing Director since January 2016, and soon to be 
MD, of Nicholson & Co, gave us an illustrated presentation 
entitled ‘A Dodransbicentennial Sketch of the firm’, which 
for the uninitiated alludes to the 175

th
 anniversary of the 

company started in Worcester by John Nicholson in 1841. 
 
Andrew gave a copiously illustrated history of the firm’s 
ancestry and their work, past and present. This culminated 
in their largest projects, the organ of Llandaff Cathedral, 
(the largest new cathedral organ built in the UK since that 

of Coventry Cathedral), and the project won on the back of 
Llandaff, the organ for Holy Trinity Cathedral, Auckland 
New Zealand. This, their largest instrument ever, has four 
manuals and 90 stops, and tonal finishing starts on 
Monday 19

th
 September, with completion expected in May 

2017. The company has 18 permanent staff, and with a full 
order book, prospects for the future look bright. 
 
St Barnabas Catholic Cathedral, Nottingham 
 
The next part of today’s event required a short walk across 
the road to St Barnabas Roman Catholic Cathedral, 
consecrated in 1844, and the architect for which was 
August Welby Pugin, who also designed the interior of The 
Houses of Parliament. 
 
We were welcomed by St Barnabas Organist, Robert 
Gower, who proceeded to demonstrate the 3 manual 43 
stop organ by Hill, Norman & Beard, to which a digital 
Trombone had been added, using pieces for manuals for 
an album he is currently compiling of primarily Christmas 
music. 

 

 
The organ of St Barnabas Roman Catholic Cathedral, Nottingham 

 
Robert commented that the sound of the organ doesn’t 
carry well down the nave of this large church, despite its 
two pipe fronts, but the organ gave a good account of itself 
from our position in the chancel when Robert ended his 
demonstration with Andrew Carter’s Toccata on Veni 
Emmanuel. 
 
St Peter’s Church, Nottingham 
 
Our final destination for the day entailed a walk through 
the centre of Nottingham to St Peter’s Church, where we 
were greeted by Peter Siepman FRCO, Organist & 
Director of Music since 2007. 
 
Peter gave us a little of the background to the current 
hybrid organ, which originally dates from 1812 then 
‘blended together’ with an organ from St Columba’s, 
Mansfield Rd, in 1952. Following major problems with the 
organ in 2007, a proposal by consultant Paul Hale resulted 
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in a hybrid 3 manual 55 stop organ with Rogers/Modular 
Pipe Organ Systems digital stops, installed in 2010, at a 
cost of some £150k.  
 
Peter demonstrated the organ playing J S Bach’s Chorale 
Partita: Seigrgrüsset, Jesu gütig BWV 768, then Durufle’s 
Prelude, Adagio et Choral varie sur le theme du Veni 
Creator (Op 4). Peter wasn’t particularly forthcoming when 
quizzed about the proportion of pipes v. digital stops, and 
chatting to other delegates, full organ at the end of the 
Duruflé didn’t quite ‘do it’ for us. Having looked in the 
organ chamber, there didn’t seem to be a wealth of 
pipework, suggesting it perhaps relies heavily on digital 
stops. 
 

 
The organ of St Peter’s, Nottingham 

 
On the whole, an enjoyable and interesting day despite the 
enforced programme changes, but with a rather 
disappointing attendance this year of just over 30. 
  
OrganFest 2016 
 
After two years in the Midlands, OrganFest is moving north 
this year to Edinburgh, running from Friday 28

th
 to Sunday 

30
th
 October 2016. Provisional programme: 

 
Friday 28

th
 October 

 7.30pm – Opening recital at St Giles Cathedral by 
Prof. Ullrich Böhme (Thomaskirche, Leipzig) 

 
Saturday 29

th
 October 

 10am – Visit to St Stephen’s Church and its Father 
Willis organ 

 11.15am – Talks from the festival’s promoters and the 
BIOS lecture at St Mary’s Metropolitan Cathedral 

 2.30pm – Concert at the Reid Hall by the Kellie 
Consort with John Kitchen, organ 

 5.30pm Choral Evensong at Old St Paul’s Church  
 
Sunday 30

th
 October 

 10.30am - Cathedral Eucharist with choir and organ, 
followed by a talk on, and demonstration of, the 
Willis/Harrison organ at St Mary’s Episcopal 
Cathedral.  

 
Full details and online booking at www.organfest.net 

2017 London Organ Day 
 
The 31

st
 London Organ Day will be held on 4

th
 March 2017 

at The Dutch Church, entitled Fantastic Style!, and will 
feature the music of Frescobaldi, Buxtehude, Bruhns, 
Böhm and Bach. 
 
OrganFest 2017 
 
This event will be held from 8-9

th
 September 2017 in Hull. 

 
New IAO President Announced 
 
At the recent IAO 2016 Music Festival in Bath, Peter King 
announced that his successor as IAO President for 2017-
19 will be Steven Grahl of Peterborough Cathedral. 
 
IAO Festival 2017 
 
It has been announced that the IAO 2017 Music Festival 
will be held in July in Oxford, with additional visits 
proposed to Blenheim Palace, Eton and Windsor. 
 
IAO Advisory Committee 
 
We have been advised by IAO General Secretary, 
Malcolm Hawke, that The Council is considering more 
effective ways of using the Advisory Committee, which 
currently meets once per year. Affiliated associations are 
split into geographic areas, with a council member 
responsible for an area, our Association being represented 
by Nigel Morris. The Council feels the need to get closer to 
the grass roots of the membership, and to that end has 
begun a restructuring of responsibilities for each Council 
member.  
   
 

HINTS VILLAGE SCARECROW FESTIVAL 
 
Message from Peter Edwards: ‘Many thanks to LDOA 
members Pat Neville, David Gumbley, Peter King and 
Trevor Smedley who played the organ in St Bartholomew’s 
on Sunday 18

th
 September. The Festival raised just over 

£5000, which will be split between the Church and the 
Village Hall’. 
 
 

RECENT LOCAL ORGAN RECITALS REVIEWS     
 
Nicholas Morris recital at Lichfield Cathedral 
Wednesday 3

rd
 August 2016 

 

 
Nicholas Morris 

 
Nicholas Morris spent his early musical years as a 
chorister at Westminster Abbey under the direction of 

http://www.organfest.net/
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James O’Donnell. He was subsequently a Music and 
Academic Scholar at Uppingham School. 
 
Between 2011 and 2014 he held the Organ Scholarship at 
Queens’ College Cambridge, where he also read for a 
degree in music. After graduation, he moved to the West 
Midlands and took up the post of Assistant Organist at 
Birmingham Cathedral. He joins the Choir of Clare 
College, Cambridge in October 2016, as Assistant 
Organist. He has a particular interest in new music. 
 

A glance at the programme showed it reflected Nicholas’s 
interest in modern music with three of the five works being 
by modern composers, commencing with Cecilia 
McDowall’s Sounding Heaven and Earth. An arresting 
opening is followed by a toccata, then a quieter central 
interlude with the return of the toccata building towards a 
bold conclusion. Then followed Judith Bingham’s 
Preamble, sounding rather improvisational in style. 
 
Next to more familiar ground with first Prelude in E Flat (St 
Anne) BWV 552/1 by J S Bach, followed by the beautiful 
Master Tallis’ Testament by Herbert Howells. 
 
Finally to Jeanne Demessieux’s setting of Te Deum written 
in 1965, in five parts and placing significant demands on 
both organ and organist, to which both were equal. The 
final section thunders towards a triumphant and affirming 
final chord of E major. 
 
Clearly a most talented young man, but the dominance of 
modern music in his programme is hardly likely to win over 
to the organ the casual visitor to Lichfield Cathedral’s 
Music for Reflection recital.  A bit heavy going even for the 
regulars!                TS 
 
Henry Metcalfe recital at Lichfield Cathedral 
Wednesday 10

th
 August 

 
With one of our student members, Henry Metcalfe, coming 
to the end of his year as Junior Organ Scholar at Lichfield 
Cathedral, it was most opportune that before departing for 
Bristol, we had the opportunity to hear him perform a 
recital as part of the Music for Reflection series of 
lunchtime recitals, quite an accolade for a young man of 
just 16! 
 
After confidently introducing his programme, Henry 
opened his recital with the very popular Suite Gothique by 
Boëllmann, playing the Introduction-Choral and Menuet. 
Next to a piece Henry played for us at St Mary’s on the 
occasion of the 2015 AGM, J S Bach’s Watchet auf, ruft 
uns die Stimme BWV 645. Faultlessly played. 
 
Then to Allegro from Concerto del Signor Meck, by 
Walther, followed by the final piece in Elgar’s Vesper 
Voluntaries, described by Henry as ‘sounding good but not 
too difficult’, and very nicely registered by Henry. Having 
recently purchased this set of pieces, I can vouch for the 
fact that they are all very playable and tuneful – ideal for 
service work. 
 
Toccata (Douze Pieces) by Dubois provided a thrilling 
finale to this nicely constructed programme, performed 
with assurance by a confident young man with a bright 
future. 
 

An excellent attendance, including of course proud Mum 
Helen and his tutor for the last five years Martyn Rawles, 
and commendably well-supported by some 15 LDOA 
members/guests. We wish Henry every success for his 
next two years in the sixth form at Clifton College, Bristol.
                 TS 
 
Peter Shepherd recital at Broadway URC Saturday 13

th
 

August 2016 
 
As part of the ‘Coffee & Cake’ recitals 2016 at Broadway 
URC, Organist and Choir-director Alan Taylor provided an 
opportunity for a young man from his old college, Merton, 
Oxford, to perform a public recital. 
 

 
Peter Shepherd 

 
Peter Shepherd is the Senior Organ Scholar at Merton 
College, Oxford, where they have a superb 2012 Dobson 
organ, rather than the rather modest Walker organ when 
Alan Taylor was there. Peter began his musical career at 
an early age, and was a chorister at Worcester Cathedral 
from 2002 to 2009, after which he was Organ Scholar at 
Great Malvern Priory until 2013, and then at Merton. In 
2014 he gained his FRCO diploma and LRSM on the 
piano. He also plays the French horn, and is a budding 
composer, having written pieces for choir, solo piano and 
organ, and chamber ensembles. 
 
Playing without shoes, Peter opened his recital confidently 
with what he described as ‘one of Bach’s most joyful 
Prelude & Fugues’, Prelude and Fugue in D BWV 532. 
Handel’s Suite: The Water Music followed, finishing with 
the joyful Bourée. 
 
Vierne’s Naides, described by Peter as a ‘fun piece’, was 
followed by Buxtehude’s short Chorale Prelude: Nun lob, 
mein Seel, den Herren, BuxWV 214, then Durufle’s 
Sicilienne (Suite Op 5). 
 
Franck’s very popular Choral No 3 in A Minor provided a 
suitably majestic climax to this nicely varied programme, 
superbly performed by yet another talented young man 
gracing the organ of Broadway URC in 2016.            TS 
 
 
Paul Carr recital at Victoria Hall, Hanley, Saturday 20

th
 

August 2016 
 
Although I have lived in the West Midlands for the whole of 
my three score years plus ten (plus even more), I have 
never visited the Victoria Hall in Hanley. After a number of 
false starts, I was able to make Paul Carr's recital on 
August 20. 
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The hall was built in 1888 to commemorate the Diamond 
Jubilee, with a useful extension added in 1998. The hall 
layout follows the tradition of an organ surrounded by choir 
seating. The organ was built by Conacher in 1887 for the 
Saltaire exhibition and installed in the hall in 1888. Henry 
Willis rebuilt it in 1922, then restored by Hill Norman and 
Beard in 1998, and is now in the care of David Wells of 
Liverpool. The variable English weather playing havoc with 
organ tuning was evidenced by the presence of the tuner 
adjusting the bass reeds 15 minutes before the start. 
 
Paul opened his recital with Bach's well known Toccata 
and Fugue BWV 565. The problems of tuning became 
apparent when Paul added reeds at the end of the fugue. 
As the organ appeared to be 'too large for the hall', Edwin 
Lemare's Andantino in D Flat, better known as Moonlight 
and Roses, was a welcome relief, but not for long!  Elgar's 
Pomp and Circumstance March No. 4, Bonnet's Variations 
de Concert, Vierne's Impromptu Pièces de Fantasie, 
Prokofiev's March for the Love of Three Oranges and 
Tchaikovsky's Polonaise from Eugene Onégin all followed.   
 
Paul's penultimate programme item,  Zoltán Gárdonyi's 'Be 
thou my vision', based on the Irish hymn tune 'Slane', 
reminded me that I sang it for the first time at school when 
we acquired the Songs of Praise hymn book.  
 
Paul's final piece was Schmidt's Toccata in C. Paul 
observed that he had tried to learn it ten years previously 
but had abandoned it! He has certainly learnt it since, and 
the final bars on full organ stretched my aural comfort to its 
limits! After prolonged applause Paul returned to play 
Bach's Badinerie from Orchestral Suite BWV 1067.  
 
When talking to Paul after the recital, I learnt that after 13 
years he had stood down as Director of Music at St. Paul's 
Church, Birmingham.              John Allen 
 
Cathy Lamb recital at Lichfield Cathedral Wednesday 
31

st
 August 2016 

 
With Alexander Berry, former chorister of Lichfield 
Cathedral and now Assistant Organist at Magdalen 
College, Oxford, being indisposed, we were delighted to 
have Cathy Lamb standing in for today’s lunchtime recital. 
Being rather short notice, Cathy made use of the 
programme she prepared for Victoria Hall, Hanley, in July. 
 
Cathy opened grandly with Grieg’s Triumphal March 
arranged by Robert Groves, then a quiet central section, 
finishing on ‘almost’ full organ. Then, to a quieter mood 
with the steady tread of The Old Castle (Pictures at an 
Exhibition) by Mussorgsky arranged by Bryan Hesford. 
 
Next followed Festive March for Organ by Henry Smart, 
noted for his improvisations, with lots of registration 
changes showing off to good effect the range of colours 
available on the Hill organ, ending triumphantly. The 
delightful, gentle, La Serenata (Angels’ Serenade) by 
Gaetano Braga, arranged by J Stuart Archer, followed. 
 
I first saw a live performance of Dupré’s Fugue in G Minor 
many years ago when attending a recital by a youthful 
Carlo Curley, complete with tuxedo, and dancing up and 
down the pedalboard with his size 12’s! Carlo’s ebullient 
personality was ideally suited to this fugue, one of his 

favourite pieces, and was also similarly a perfect choice 
for the bubbly Cathy Lamb to end today’s recital. 
 
Cathy’s programmes are always enjoyable, evidenced by 
the full choir stalls, including again good support from 
LDOA members, with Cathy being presented with a 
bouquet of flowers when taking her bow.  Our thanks also 
to Clive Smith for his sterling work once again putting out 
LDOA flyers.                TS    
 
David Saint recital at Broadway URC Saturday 3

rd
 

September 2016 
 
What a treat lay in store for the audience and for Alan 
Taylor, the proud creator (with a little help and support 
from his friends) of this fine 4-manual Lloyd & Haynes 
organ: to hear this well-balanced and blended instrument 
in the hands of a real expert who exuded confidence and 
calm control was a thrill. 
 
David began with Mendelssohn’s Prelude and Fugue in C 
Minor, and I am pleased he agreed with my thoughts that 
the prelude should be spiky and well-articulated. Too 
often, one hears it as an impressive wash of legato sound. 
The fugue, in less competent hands and feet, can easily 
run away with the player, with disastrous consequences, 
speaking from personal experience, but David was in firm 
and steady control, still rendering an exciting performance. 
 
Walond’s Voluntary no 5 in G – the usual grave 
introduction, followed in this case by a frisky cornet 
voluntary - was shown to have more to it than the Sunday 
church organist can find. There were a few minor 
splashes, perhaps due to the impressive speed, and the 
keyboard’s light touch. 
 
Crown Imperial always leaves me wishing Walton had put 
in some optional cuts – it is about 4 pages too long and 
repetitious. Nevertheless, having warned those at the back 
that the full reeds might surprise them later on, Prof Saint 
stirred (or shocked) us, and found something different to 
do with some of those repetitions. 
 
Bach’s arrangement of Vivaldi’s Concerto in A minor, 
whose first movement was just long enough to cover the 
signing of the registers when I used to play for weddings, 
was precise and delightful, showing that the organ can 
manage a good Baroque sound in the right hands. 
 
David produced a convincing echo effect at the start of 
Saint-Saëns’ Fantasie in E flat, and impressed us with his 
mastery of the frequent keyboard changes just before 
launching into the triumphal ff final movement. 
 
Possibly the most difficult piece on the programme, 
Vierne’s Impromptu Op 54 No 2 from Pièces de Fantaisie, 
induced a dropped jaw of amazement at David’s fluidity 
with pages of unremitting flowing semi-quavers. He clearly 
knew the piece extremely well, scarcely looking at the 
music as the pages flew by. Stunning stuff! 
 
Quivering for more Vierne after that, he didn’t go for the 
Toccata in B flat minor, as I had expected, but the more 
popular Carillon de Westminster, having explained that 
Vierne didn’t quite get the Westminster chimes right, 
probably not because it was sung wrongly down the 
telephone, but because it suited his harmonic purposes 
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better. Beautifully controlled crescendo, and exhilarating 
build-up of excitement from the middle, with a touch of 
daring accelerando henceforth. I must admit to preferring a 
slightly more tinkly start, though that is not what Vierne 
asked for! 
 
A well-organised, varied and popular programme, greatly 
appreciated by all. Clap as we might, we could not 
persuade David to send us on our way with an encore, but 
following Carillon de Westminster with anything might 
have proved rather an anti-climax!           David Perry 
 
Peter Morris recital at Walsall Town Hall Thursday 15

th
 

September 2016 
 
Today saw the opening recital of the 2016/7 lunchtime 
series at Walsall Town Hall. With Harry Castle as Acting 
Director of Music, and Callum Alger as Assistant Director 
of Music at St Peter’s Collegiate Church, Wolverhampton, 
Peter Morris is now able to take a well-deserved 
sabbatical year from September 2016 to August 2017. 
Peter announced that he had indeed just returned from a 
holiday in Germany, and his opening piece, Handel’s 
Water Music, recalled this recent visit. 
 
Next to Percy Whitlock’s jolly Chanty from the Plymouth 
Suite (shown as Shanty in the programme!), followed by a 
piece Peter hadn’t played in recital before – Voluntary IX 
by John Stanley, a fully developed fugue by one of Peter’s 
favourite composers. A final ‘little bit of summer’, in the 
form of Elgar’s Chanson de Matin, was followed by two 
chorale preludes by J S Bach, Heut’ triumphiret Gottes 
Sohn and Mein Seele erherbt den Herrn. 
 
The final piece in today’s recital was a major Guilmant 
work, Symphony No 1, all too rarely heard, even as 
individual movements, and very rarely as a complete work. 
My recent purchase of the score prompted my request of 
Peter to include it in his 2016/7 recital series. The thrilling 
first and third movements sandwich a gentle Pastorale, 
which showed off to great effect some of the beautiful 
quieter stops of the Town Hall organ. Quite a challenge for 
both organist and organ, to which both rose superbly, 
although judging by the wobble on the last full organ chord 
of the Final, there was a hint of shortness of wind – the 
organ that is, not the organist! 
 
Much discussion followed the recital concerning the 
absence of Bruno and his video projection of the console, 
which it transpired had fallen foul of Council cost-cutting, 
not helped by the impact on revenues generated from the 
recitals through charging less than the price of a coffee 
(£2) for almost an hour of quality organ music, played by 
our talented and vastly experienced host!            TS     
 
Simon Johnson Recital at Lichfield Cathedral Friday 
16

th
 September 2016 

 
For the first evening organ recital since 2015, the organist 
was Simon Johnson, Organist & Assistant Director of 
Music at St Paul’s Cathedral. 
 
As well as leading the cathedral’s wide-ranging organ 
programme, Simon accompanies the world-famous choir 
of men and boys and directs the Cathedral Consort. In 
addition to the daily round of services and events at St 
Paul’s, Simon has been involved in all the national 

occasions that have taken place there since his 
appointment in 2008, including at the funeral service of 
Baroness Thatcher and the Diamond Jubilee of Her 
Majesty the Queen and also at the celebration of her 90

th
 

birthday.  He can be heard as both soloist and 
accompanist at St Paul’s on recordings for the Hyperion 
and Decca labels. 
 

 
Simon Johnson 

 
Outside of St Paul’s, Simon enjoys a diverse and busy 
freelance schedule, and his work as a soloist, 
accompanist, conductor, composer and arranger makes 
him one of the most versatile church musicians working 
today. 
 
To add to Martyn Rawles’ copious and eloquent 
programme notes, Simon introduced his own programme, 
designed to showcase the Hill organ, and commencing 
with J S Bach’s challenging Prelude & Fugue in E Minor 
BWV 548, with the lengthy fugue nicknamed ‘The Wedge’ 
on account of the progressively widening musical intervals. 
 
Following two short chorale preludes, from J S Bach’s 
Orgelbüchlein, BWV 641/642, Simon turned to his own 
contribution to the Orgelbüchlein Project, whereby leading 
composers from around the world are providing chorale 
preludes for the 118 pieces Bach titled but never wrote. 
Harrison & Harrison commissioned this piece for the 
opening recital of their new organ in Hakadal Church, 
Norway, in 2015. 
 
Commemorating the centenary this year of Max Reger’s 
death, two works by him took us to interval, with first 
Benedictus (Op 59, No 9) then Dankpsalm (Op 145, No 2), 
with its thunderous climax reputedly intended to celebrate 
the victorious German Army in WW1, but which Reger 
didn’t live to know ended in its defeat. 
 
The second half of the recital was devoted entirely to 
French works, commencing with Vierne’s dramatic Allegro 
risoluto (Symphonie No 20), followed by Messiaen’s 
simple Prière après la communion (Livre du Saint-
Sacrément). 
 
Then, to two works featuring Jehan Alain, with first Alain’s 
own Litanies, followed by the monumental tribute by 
Duruflé to the tragic premature death of his friend Alain, 
Prelude et Fugue sur le nom d’Alain Op 7. Weaving a 
musical idea taken from the previous piece, after the 
delicate scherzo of the prelude, the double fugue builds to 
an almighty full organ climax. 
 
A terrific programme, superbly performed by a 
consummate professional, who even found time to do his 
own page turning!               TS  
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Pat Neville recital Trinity Methodist Church, 
Shenstone, Monday 26

th
 September 2016 

 
Today’s lunchtime organ recital for Harvest by LDOA 
member Pat Neville comprised Pat’s customary wide 
range of composers across the 13 pieces, including a 
number arranged by Sir John Stainer and Francis 
Cunningham Woods. It also provided the opportunity to 
give an airing to two pieces Pat is playing for the 
Members’ Recital on 15

th
 October at All Saints’ Four Oaks, 

including Communion by William Wolstenholme, which Pat 
recalled hearing played many times by Raymond Wallbank 
on Blackpool’s North Pier. 
 
Well supported by Pat’s loyal band of regulars, despite the 
absence of the Footherley Hall residents due to transport 
problems. Well-deserved bouquet of flowers presented to 
Pat by Prof Colin Fishwick.             TS. 
 
 

VACANCY 
 

Sutton Coldfield United Reformed Church 
is looking for an 

Organist/Choir Leader 
Three manual Nicholson Organ and dedicated 17 strong 

adult choir. 
 

For further information, please contact  
The Church Secretary at 

alanfredeaton@gmail.com or at  
Sutton Coldfield United Reformed Church 

1 Brassington Avenue, Sutton Coldfield B73 6AA 
 

Applications by 31 October 2016 

 
 
 

FORTHCOMING LOCAL ORGAN RECITALS 
 
LDOA Members’ Recitals/Events 
 
Martyn Rawles 
In addition to his Lichfield Cathedral commitments, Martyn 
is giving a recital on Sunday 11

th
 December 2016 from 

4.45 to 5.15pm at St Paul’s Cathedral 
 
Cathy Lamb 
In addition to her Lichfield Cathedral commitments, Cathy 
is giving a recital on Wednesday 2

nd
 November 2016 from 

1pm to 1.50pm at Bradford Cathedral 
 
Peter Morris 
The Walsall Town Hall 2016/7 series commenced on 
Thursday 15

th
 September 2016, and continues generally 

thereafter on the third Thursday of the month. In addition 
to the recitals at Walsall Town Hall, Peter Morris will be 
giving the following recitals: 
 

 Sunday 16
th
 October 2016 from 3pm to 3.45pm at St 

James’ Methodist Church, Pensnett 

 Tuesday 1
st
 November 2016 from 12.40pm to 1.20pm 

at St Chad’s, Shrewsbury 

 Wednesday 29
th
 March 2017 from 1pm to 1.40pm at 

Blackburn Cathedral 

 Monday 5
th
 June 2017 from 1pm to 1.30pm at 

Coventry Cathedral  
 
Mervin Jones – Darlaston Town Hall  
Concert of light organ music plus guest artists on 2nd 
Thursday of every month at Darlaston Town Hall, with 
Mervin Jones at the 3 manual Binns Organ. Light 
refreshments and raffles. 1.30 to 3.30pm. 
 
Pat Neville - Trinity Methodist Church, Shenstone 
The next lunchtime organ recital, for the Festive Season, 
will be given on Monday 5th December 2016 by Trinity 
Methodist Church resident organist Pat Neville from 
12.45pm to 1.30pm. Bring your sandwiches – hot drinks 
will be available. Come and go as you please. 
 
Alan Taylor - Broadway URC, Walsall 
LDOA member Alan Taylor, long-serving Organist & Choir-
director of Broadway URC, Walsall, has been requested 
by the Mayor of Walsall to hold an evening of music for 
organ and piano in aid of the charity St Giles Hospice. The 
event is at 7.30pm Saturday 1

st
 October 2016, and Tim 

Batty (Carrs Lane, Birmingham) and Nick Fanthom (St 
Mary’s, Sedgley) will be joining Alan. 
 
Phil Scriven 
Our past President is giving what seems now to have 
become an annual recital at St Editha’s Tamworth at 
7.30pm Friday 21

st
 October 2016. 

 
Recitals In Local Area (to end of November 2016) 
 
October 2016 
 
Sat 1 October • 6:45 • Worcester Cathedral 
Thomas Ospital (Eglise Saint-Eustache, Paris) 
 
Sat 1 October • 7:30 to 10:00 • Holy Trinity, Wordsley 
Paul Carr with the Stourbridge Chamber Orchestra 
 
Sun 2 October • 2:30 • Fentham Hall, Hampton-in-Arden 
Richard Hills (Concert Organist) 
 
Sun 2 October • 3:00 to 3:45 • Holy Trinity, Wordsley 
Paul Carr (Birmingham) 
 
Mon 3 October • 1:00 to 2:00 • Birmingham Town Hall 
Thomas Trotter (Birmingham City Organist) 
 
Tues 4 October • 12:40 to 1:20 • St Chad’s, Shrewsbury 
Carleton Etherington (Tewkesbury Abbey) 
 
Thurs 6 October • 1:00 to 1:30 • Solihull Methodist Church 
Clive Jones (The Ascension, Hall Green) 
 
Thurs 6 October • 1:15 to 1:55 • St Chad’s Cathedral, 
Birmingham 
David Saint (St Chad’s Cathedral, Birmingham) 
 
Frid 7 October • 1:00 to 1:45 • Emmanuel, Wylde Green 
Andrew Fletcher (Birmingham University) 
 
Sat 8 October • 12:00 to 1:10 • Victoria Hall, Hanley 
Jonathan Scott (Organ) with Tom Scott (Piano) 
 
Sat 8 October • 1:00 • St Laurence, Ludlow 
Douglas Tang (Old Royal Naval College, Greenwich) 

mailto:alanfredeaton@gmail.com
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Sat 8 October • 7:30 • Guild Chapel, Stratford-upon-Avon 
Martin Baker (Westminster Cathedral) 
 
Mon 10 October • 7:30 • St Chad’s Cathedral, Birmingham 
John Kitchen (Edinburgh City Organist) 
 
Thurs 13 October • 1:00 to 1:50 • Walsall Town Hall 
Peter Morris (Walsall Town Organist) 
 
Frid 14 October • 7:30 to 9:20 • Lichfield Cathedral 
Christopher Herrick (Concert Organist) 
 
Sat 15 October • 12:00 to 12:45 • Stoke Minster 
Joshua Stephens (Sheffield Cathedral) 
 
Sun 16 October • 2:30 to 5:00 • Buttermarket, Shrewsbury 
Len Rawle (Chorleywood) 
 
Sun 16 October • 3:00 to 3:45 • St James’ Methodist 
Church, Pensnett 
Peter Morris (Walsall Town Organist) 
 
Mon 17 October • 1:00 to 2:00 • Birmingham Town Hall 
Thomas Trotter (Birmingham City Organist) 
 
Frid 21 October • 7:30 to 8:45 • St Editha’s, Tamworth 
Philip Scriven (Cranleigh School) 
 
Wed 26 October • 1:10 to 2:00 • St Alphege, Solihull 
Tim Harper (Ripon Cathedral) 
 
Sat 29 October • 12:00 to 1:00 • Malvern Priory 
George Baker (Leominster Priory Church) 
 
Mon 31 October • 1:00 to 2:00 • Symphony Hall, 
Birmingham 
Thomas Trotter (Birmingham City Organist) 
 
November 2016 
 
Tues 1 November • 12:40 to 1:20 • St Chad’s, Shrewsbury 
Peter Morris (Walsall Town Organist) 
 
Thurs 3 November • 12:40 to 1:20 • Solihull Methodist 
Church 
Barry Davies (Lyndon Methodist Church) 
 
Thurs 3 November • 1:15 to 1:55 • St Chad’s Cathedral, 
Birmingham 
Paul Carr (Birmingham) 
 
Frid 4 November • 1:00 to 1:45 • Emmanuel, Wylde Green 
Andrew Fletcher (Birmingham University) 
 

Frid 4 November • 7:30 to 9:20 • Lichfield Cathedral 
Henry Fairs (Birmingham University) 
 
Sun 6 November • 2:30 • Fentham Hall, Hampton-in-Arden 
Christian Cartwright 
 
Sun 6 November • 3:00 to 3:45 • Holy Trinity, Wordsley 
Paul Carr (Birmingham) 
 
Tues 8 November • 2:00 • Burton-on-Trent Town Hall 
Nicholas Martin 
 
Sat 12 November • 12:00 to 12:45 • Stoke Minster 
Christopher Enston (St Mary the Virgin, Mold) 
 
Mon 14 November • 1:00 to 2:00 • Birmingham Town Hall 
Thomas Trotter (Birmingham City Organist) 
 
Thurs 17 November • 1:00 to 1:50 • Walsall Town Hall 
Peter Morris (Walsall Town Organist) 
 
Frid 18 November • 12:40 to 1:20 • St Chad’s, Shrewsbury 
Anthony Pinel (St Chad’s, Shrewsbury) 
 
Frid 18 November • 7:30 to 9:20 • Lichfield Cathedral 
Martyn Rawles (Lichfield Cathedral) 
 
Sat 19 November • 12:00 to 1:10 • Victoria Hall, Hanley 
Donald MacKenzie (Odeon Cinema, Leicester Square) 
 
Sun 20 November • 2:30 to 5:00 • Buttermarket, 
Shrewsbury 
Jean Martyn 
 
Sun 20 November • 3:00 to 3:45 • St James’ Methodist 
Church, Pensnett 
James Bradley (St Mary’s, Kidderminster) 
 
Wed 23 November • 1:10 to 2:00 • St Alphege, Solihull 
Nicholas Johnson (St Alphege, Solihull) 
 
Sat 26 November • 3:30 • Ellesmere College (The Great 
Hall/The Chapel) 
Robert Jones (Our Lady and St James, Bangor) 
 
Mon 28 November • 1:00 to 2:00 • Birmingham Town Hall 
Thomas Trotter (Birmingham City Organist) 
 
For a complete listing of organ recitals in the UK and 
further details go to: www.organrecitals.com 
 
For details of recital organ specifications go to the National 
Pipe Organ Register at: www.npor.org.uk

 
LICHFIELD & DISTRICT ORGANISTS’ ASSOCIATION CONTACTS 

 
President: Martyn Rawles, FRCO 
Chairman & Newsletter Editor: Trevor Smedley, 01543 319329, e-mail trevorsmedley@ntlworld.com  
Secretary: Richard Syner, 01283 540276 e-mail richard.syner1@btinternet.com  
Treasurer: Mike Rudd, 01543 480411, e-mail mike.rudd@fotas.co.uk  
Committee Member – Chris Booth, 01922 685221, e-mail c_booth1990@yahoo.co.uk 
 
Editorial Note - next newsletter is planned for December 2016, with deadline for submission of items for inclusion of 
24/11/16, to Trevor Smedley by e-mail as above, or by mail to 8 The Parchments, Lichfield, Staffordshire, WS13 7NA 
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