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OCTOBER 2013 NEWSLETTER 

 

 
RECENT LDOA VISIT 

 
Saturday 21

st 
September 2013, Shrewsbury organ 

crawl 
 

Our visit to Shrewsbury was hosted by David Leeke, 
Director of Music and Liturgy at St Chad’s. David was 
once a chorister at St Chad’s, and having spent over 20 
years in Kent as an organist  and schoolmaster, returned 
to his native Shrewsbury and took over at St Chad’s in 
2006 from Sue Heath-Downey (who recently joined our 
Association) when Sue was taken diagnosed with 
leukaemia after only 6 weeks in post. 
 
St Chad’s Church 
 
David opened proceedings with a brief history of the 
church and the organ. There has been a church in 
Shrewsbury dedicated to St Chad since early medieval 
days, and the present building is in fact the third church, 
being opened in 1792. 
 

 
The organ of St Chad’s, Shrewsbury 

 
According to English Heritage, it is the second most 
important Georgian Church in the country, and has a 
unique circular nave and a gallery, with pews arranged like 
a maze. Under the tower, the entrance hall has a 
sweeping double stair case, more reminiscent of an 
English country house, leading to the gallery. St Chad’s 
comes under the Diocese of Lichfield, but as Shropshire 
has no cathedral, and with Lichfield being somewhat 
remote from Shrewsbury, St Chad’s is a very busy church 

operating more like a cathedral, and hosting many civic 
events often attended by over 1200 people, all 
necessitating David Leeke’s role being full time. Charles 
Darwin was baptised here.  
 
The present three manual 37 speaking stops organ was 
built by Norman & Beard in 1904, and the inaugural recital 
was given by C W Perkins, the noted organist of 
Birmingham Town Hall. It was restored by Nicholson & Co 
in 1963, including replacement of the tubular pneumatic 
action by electro pneumatic action. 
 
By 1984-5, wear and tear was causing problems with the 
action and Harrison & Harrison were chosen to carry out 
restoration. Finally, in 2011 Harrison & Harrison were 
engaged to carry out a £300,000 rebuild and restoration 
with some tonal adjustments and additions, including an 
unenclosed Tuba on 14” wind on the Choir, taking the 
organ to a very comprehensive 41 speaking stops. The 
action was completely replaced and several new playing 
aids were added. The inaugural recital was given by Dr 
Roy Massey MBE, with a second recital a week later by 
Simon Preston. 
 
David Leeke proceeded to demonstrate the organ’s 
capabilities, with first Grayston Ives’ Intrada, a majestic 
Walton-like work, providing an opportunity to hear the 
recently added Tuba. Then, in contrast, a work by Whitlock 
to showcase the organ’s delightful quieter stops. The 
completely unencumbered speech of the organ (an all too 
rare arrangement!) into the church ensures a superb 
sound, and recalled for me a stunning performance of 
Dupré’s Cortège et Litanie by Martyn Rawles in the recital 
he gave on this organ in May 2012. 
 

 
Mike Rudd at the console of St Chad’s 

 
Then it was over to our members to put the organ through 
its paces, with Andrew McMIllan breaking the ice, and 
followed by Mike Rudd, John Carvell, yours truly, Paul 
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Geoghegan and Peter King. It proved to be a most 
comfortable and satisfying organ to play, with everything 
falling nicely to hand, and with a very pleasing acoustic.    
 
A short walk up the hill to St Mary’s left us spoilt for choice 
for lunch by the many town centre cafes and pubs. 
 
St Mary’s Church 
 
In the absence of Bill Smallman, the curator of the organ 
at the redundant church of St Mary’s, we were again much 
obliged to David Leeke for giving us a short history of this 
church and organ. 
 
St Mary’s originated as a collegiate church, and building of 
the present church began in the 12

th
 century, but there 

have been many changes made since, including the 
addition of the spire. St Mary’s has a capacity of only 350, 
and being considered too small by comparison with St 
Chad’s, it was declared redundant in 1987, and vested in 
the Churches Conservation Trust. It is a Grade 1 listed 
building and is still consecrated, with a few services being 
held here each year. It has some splendid stained glass 
windows of various styles, dating from the 14

th
 to 19

th
 

centuries, with the 14
th
 century ‘Jesse Window’ in the East 

of the chancel, and originally from the Franciscan friary via 
Old St Chad’s, being the main treasure. 
 
The 4 manual 53 stop organ installed in St Mary’s is the 
largest in the county, and has its origins in a 1729 
instrument by Harris & Byfield, subsequently enlarged by 
Gray & Davidson. It owes its present form to the work of 
Binns in 1912, and it is virtually unaltered from this time, 
retaining the tubular pneumatic action for both keys and 
stops. 
 

 
The organ of St Mary’s, Shrewsbury 

 
As can been seen from the above photo, it is tucked away 
in an elevated loft in the North transept, accessed via a 
narrow spiral metal staircase. The front pipes are in fact 
non-speaking, and the whole of the organ is behind the 
arch. Sadly, all too often organs are sited with little 
regarded to the projection of the sound down the nave, 
and often with just one main opening for the egress of 

sound. This organ carries this crime to excess, in that it is 
surrounded by stonework on all four sides, with only 
narrow apertures for the sound to fight its way through into 
the church. 
 
With members seated in the choir, David Leek proceeded 
with an improvised demonstration of the organ, starting 
with the Choir strings, gradually building up to Full Swell, 
then full organ with Tuba and all the couplers. The organ 
produces a tone of great quality, but with Full Organ, the 
problem of the egress of sound from the organ loft was all 
too evident. David explained that with a full church, the 
organ has to be played ‘flat out’ for hymns, which is 
deafening for the organist, who can hear neither the choir 
nor the congregation, and is totally impractical!  
   

 
The organ of St Mary’s, Shrewsbury 

 
Duly warned as to the difficulties this organ presents, it 
was then over to our members to see what they could 
make of it, with Andrew McMillan, John Carvell, Peter 
King, Mike Rudd and Paul Geoghegan duly taking up the 
challenge. 
 

 
John Carvell at the console of St Mary’s 

 
Despite being virtually untouched, except for tuning, for a 
century, the organ is in remarkably good condition, 
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testament to the robust work of ‘Battleship’ Binns. If only 
the organ had been placed in its present location but at 
ground level, this would be a super organ. However, given 
that this is a redundant church, the likelihood of funds 
being made available to adequately maintain it in the 
future, never mind being relocated to a more suitable 
position, seems worryingly unlikely. (Note, this organ can 
be heard in regular monthly recitals at Thursday 
lunchtimes) 
 
St Alkmund’s Church 
 
A two minute walk down the road from St Mary’s brought 
us to our final venue for today – St Alkmund’s. 
 
The spire and tower are medieval, dating from 1475 but 
the rest of this light and airy church is Georgian, dating 
from 1795, and at one time contained 12 identical windows 
made using the latest technology of the time – cast iron 
frames made locally at Coalbrookdale. Three of the frames 
still remain, and the need to repair one of these resulted in 
the old organ being removed, sold, and transferred to 
Hungary. 
 
When David Leeke heard a few years ago that the 
relocation of the RSCM meant they were looking for a new 
home for a two manual 11 stop 1929 Harrison & Harrison 
organ, he managed to secure the long term load of this 
instrument to St Alkmund’s, and it was duly installed by 
Trevor Tipple in 2006. 
 

 
David Leeke demonstrating the organ 

of St Alkmund’s, Shrewsbury 
 
The organ started its life at Chislehurst, in the College of 
St Nicholas (School of English Church Music). It was then 
moved to the Royal School of Church Music, Addington 
Palace, and then to Cleveland Lodge, Westhumble, and 
now finally to St Alkmund’s. David explained that, given its 
RSCM heritage, it’s certain that many eminent organists 
over the years will have played this organ. Despite its 
numerous homes, the organ remains in its original 
condition, with a specification of: 
 
Pedal - Sub Bass 16’, Bass Flute 16’ 
 

Great - Open Diapason 8’, Claribel Flute 8’, Salicional 8’, 
Dulcet 4’ 
 
Swell - Lieblich Gedeckt 8’, Gemshorn 4’, Twelfth 2

2
/3’, 

Fifteenth 2’, Contra Oboe 16’ 
 
Accessories - Various couplers, 2 composition pedals to 
both Great and Swell, reversible pedal for Gt-Pd  
 
Looking at this little organ, one would expect the action to 
be tracker, but in fact both the key and the stop action is 
tubular pneumatic. 
 

 
David Leeke at the console giving us a brief talk on the 

history ot the organ at St Alkmund’s, Shrewsbury 
 
David Leek then gave an improvised demonstration of the 
organ, which has a beautiful but very gentle tone, and one 
that is perhaps barely adequate for a church of this size, 
although at least the organ speaks unhindered directly into 
the body of the church (unlike at St Mary’s!). 
 
Then for the final time this afternoon, it was over to 
members to play, with Mike Rudd, John Carvell, yours 
truly and Andrew McMillan making the most of the 
opportunity to play this little gem of an organ. Our thanks 
to Richard for providing most welcome drinks/biscuits at 
the end of our visit to St Alkmund’s. 
 
A big thank you to David Leeke for devoting his day to 
hosting a supremely interesting and enjoyable visit to three 
superb but very different organs. The visit surpassed all 
our expectations, and it was unfortunate that clashes with 
other events for members who invariably attend our visits 
limited the number attending this visit to just 9. Our thanks 
also to Martyn Rawles for his assistance with facilitating 
our visit to Shrewsbury.              TS
        
 

FORTHCOMING LDOA VISITS  
 
Saturday 9

th
 November 2013, President’s Evening at 

Lichfield Cathedral 
 
Meet at 4.30 pm at Lichfield Cathedral for what is always 
one of the highlights of our year. Short welcome by Martyn 
Rawles, followed by attendance at Choir Practice at 4.45 
pm, Evensong at 5.30 pm, and then the opportunity to 
sample the Hill organ. Drinks and nibbles provided. 
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Wednesday 27
th

 November 2013, Annual Dinner 
 
Joint Annual Dinner with Birmingham Organists’ 
Association at The School House (formerly The Old 
School House), Weeford, 7.30 pm for 8.00 pm. Prices 
£16.50 for 2 courses or £19.75 for 3 courses. We are 
delighted to welcome as our guest speaker Dr Roy 
Massey, Organist Emeritus of Hereford Cathedral, 
accompanied by his wife Ruth. 
 
Most long-standing members will be familiar with its 
location, but for the benefit of new members, The School 
House is located at Church Hill, Weeford, Nr Lichfield, 
WS14 0PW, and can found from the A38/A5 roundabout 
by taking the old A5 (Watling Street) exit signposted to 
Weeford and Hints, then after approx 0.6 miles, take the 
second turn on the right to Weeford. The School House is 
down the hill on the left, just before Weeford Church. See 
www.schoolhouse.co.uk for venue details. 
 
The indication is that there will be a high demand for 
places, and we need to establish the number attending so 
that the appropriate private room can be reserved. Will 
anyone wishing to attend please contact Pam Strong no 
later than 21

st 
October, enclosing a cheque for £10 per 

person deposit, payable to ‘The School House’. Please 
write your name on the back of the cheque. The balance 
(plus drinks etc) will be payable on the night.  
 
Saturday 18

th
 January 2014, St Mary’s, Albrighton and 

St Mary & St Chad, Brewood 
 
Visit commencing at 2pm to St Mary Magdalene, 
Albrighton (2 manual organ originally by Jardine, and 
recently the subject of a £129,000 rebuild by Trevor 
Tipple, with the addition of a 3

rd
 manual).Then on to visit 

the church of St Mary & St Chad, Brewood (2 manual 
organ built by J J Binns in 1910, rebuilt by W J Bird & Son 
in 1951, and substantially restored by Alan Goulding, Pipe 
Organ Services in 2011/12). 
 
Saturday 22

nd
 March 2014, St John’s Shenstone, then 

St Giles, Whittington, including the 2014 AGM 
 
Visit commencing at 12 noon at St John’s, Shenstone (2 
manual organ by Holdich), then on to St Giles, Whittington 
(2 manual organ by HN&B, recently rewired by Peter 
Spencer, and 15

th
 added) for 2.30 pm for visit including 

2014 AGM 
 
 

NEWS FROM THE LDOA COMMITTEE 
 
LDOA Website 
 
Our website is hosted by the IAO, and whilst it has served 
us well over the last few years, it was starting to look 
rather dated. We have now upgraded our website, and we 
believe it portrays a far more professional and effective 
image of our Association. Take a look at our new website 
at www.iao.org.uk/lichfield. 
 
Next Meeting 
 
No committee meeting since the last newsletter, but the 
next meeting is scheduled for 7 pm Monday 28

th
 October 

2013, at Weeford Church. 

MEMBERS’ NEWS 
 
New Member 
 
We are pleased to welcome Antonio Longhi as a new 
member joining us since the last newsletter. He saw our 
flyer at the recent recital given by Martyn Rawles at Hoar 
Cross. Whilst he doesn’t play the organ himself, he loves 
all music, including organ music. Antonio was born in 
Rome, and having left Italy to come to the UK when he 
was 47, now lives in Walsall. 
 
We look forward to meeting Antonio at our future events. 
 
Exam Success 
 
We offer our congratulations to Eric Lunt on his success in 
passing his Grade 8 Organ examination, no mean 
achievement given the demands on his time as the busy 
Deputy Headteacher of King Edward VI School, Lichfield.  
 
Eric had lessons with Cathy Lamb, described by Eric as a 
‘miracle worker’, with Nigel Argust also deserving of a 
good deal of credit. Now for the ARCO! 
 
Phil Scriven/St Editha’s, Tamworth 
 
A final reminder about a recital by our ex-President Phil 
Scriven at St Editha’s, Tamworth on Friday October 18

th
 

2013 at 7:30 pm. The recital is in support of the Organ 
Restoration Fund Appeal, and tickets are £10, including a 
glass of wine or juice. 
 
 

LICHFIELD CATHEDRAL NEWS/EVENTS 
 
Organ Recitals 2013 - Evenings 
 
The Autumn 2013 Evening Organ Recital Series at 
Lichfield Cathedral commenced on Tuesday 24

th
 

September with the recital by Cathy Lamb, and continues 
with: 
 

 Tuesday 15
th
 October - Andrew Lumsden (Winchester 

Cathedral), paying a welcome return to Lichfield 
 

 Tuesday 12
th
 November – Ian Tracey (Liverpool 

Cathedral) 
 

 Tuesday 3
rd

 December - Martyn Rawles (Lichfield 
Cathedral) 

 
 

YOUNG PERSONS’ CATHEDRAL ORGAN DAY 
 
At the debrief meeting on 8th June, it was reported that the 
feedback on the February 2013 event had been very 
favourable, and it was agreed that Martyn would approach 
the Cathedral Chapter to seek their agreement to repeat 
the event early in 2014. Martyn has now advised that he 
has reached agreement for the event to take place at 
Lichfield Cathedral on Saturday 8

th
 March 2014. Our 

thanks to Martyn Rawles and Lichfield Cathedral for their 
much appreciated support for this initiative. 
 
 

http://www.schoolhouse.co.uk/
http://www.iao.org.uk/lichfield
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IAO MATTERS 
 
Kent County Organists’ Association Organ Festival, 
Saturday 5

th
 October 2013 

 
Will be held at All Saints’ Church, Maidstone, and is open 
to candidates under the age of 21. For syllabus and entry 
form see www.kcoa.co.uk  
 
West of England & S E Wales Regional Organ Day, 
Saturday 12

th
 October 2013 

 
Will be held at Tewkesbury, 10.30 am – 4.45 pm. 
Presentations by Rosemary Field - Practical organ playing 
for the average organist, Dr Roy Massey – An organist 
looks back, and Carleton Etherington – The three Abbey 
organs, including a short recital on the Milton organ. If 
anyone is interested in attending this event, the contact is 
brian.woodmancote@blueyonder.co.uk  
 
Lyme Regis Organ School 
 
The Winter Course will take place from 17

th
 to 19

th
 

February 2014. The lead tutor is Philip Srciven. More 
details from Dr Richard Godfrey; rgodfrey78@hotmail.com 
 
IAO 2014 Congress 
 
The next IAO Congress will take place in Durham, from 
Monday 28

th
 July to Saturday 2

nd
 August 2014. 

 
 

RECENT LOCAL ORGAN RECITALS REVIEWS 
 
Laurence Lyndon-Jones Recital at Lichfield Cathedral, 
Friday 2

nd
 August 2013 

 
Laurence Lyndon-Jones is Assistant Director of Music at 
Coventry Cathedral, where he is responsible for playing 
the organ, as well as accompanying and occasionally 
directing the choirs in services. He is also Assistant 
Conductor and accompanist of the St. Michael’s Singers, 
one of the UK’s leading choral societies, and with which 
our member Andrew McMillan sings. Before taking up his 
position at Coventry, Laurence was Organ Scholar and 
Acting Assistant Director of Music at Chester Cathedral. 

 

 
Laurence Lyndon-Jones 

 
Laurence began his career in cathedral music as a 
chorister at St. Albans Cathedral, where he began learning 
the organ after leaving the choir. In 2006 Laurence 
became Organ Scholar at Pembroke College Oxford, from 
which he graduated in 2010 with a master’s degree in 
mathematics. He has given a number of recitals in Oxford, 
as well as at Chester, Coventry and St. Albans Cathedrals, 
and the Würzburger Dom. 

He is a keen singer, and as an Associate of Trinity College 
London for recital performance on the trombone, Laurence 
has toured with the Oxford University Big Band. At the end 
of September, he will be taking up the post of Assistant 
Director of Music at Chelmsford Cathedral, and Director of 
Music of the Chelmsford Cathedral Girls’ Choir. 
 
He is shortly due to play three recitals in Germany, and 
having been asked for ‘something English’, he will be 
playing Allegro Maestoso from Elgar’s Sonata in G Op 28 
at the Frauenkirche, Dresden, also his choice to open 
today’s lunchtime recital.  
 
After the grandeur of the Elgar, a contrast next with the 
meditative Ave Maria – Ave Maria Stella by Jean Langlais, 
followed by Vierne’s feather-light Allegro Vivace from 
Symphony No 1. 
 
The beautifully constructed Prelude in D Minor (Op 105, 
No 6) by Charles Villiers Stanford was followed by Widor’s 
Finale from Symphony No 6. A fitting finale, and an all-
time favourite of mine, but for my taste rather rushed, such 
that the pipes didn’t have chance to speak fully, and some 
of the detail of this terrific piece was lost. 
 
An excellent programme, performed by a most talented 
young man.                 TS 
 
Peter Morris Recital at Lichfield Cathedral Tuesday 6

th
 

August 2013 
 
Our honorary member Peter Morris was the recitalist for 
today’s recital, and it provided him with an opportunity to 
renew his acquaintance with an organ he first played in 
1970. He is Director of Music at St Peter’s Collegiate 
Church, Wolverhampton, and Walsall Borough Organist. 
 
Peter had chosen his programme to be both interesting 
and to suit this instrument, commencing with the lively 
Prelude & Fugue in A Minor by Buxtehude. John Stanley’s 
Voluntary VI in D Major, was followed in total contrast by 
the American composer and organist Gordon Balch 
Nevin’s feather-light Will o’ the Wisp, with its tinkling runs.   
 
Then to finish Allegro Maestoso from Elgar’s Organ 
Sonata No 1, as also played recently at Lichfield by 
Laurence Lyndon-Jones, but another opportunity to hear 
this majestic piece was nonetheless welcome. It requires 
many changes in registration, and these were beautifully 
crafted by Peter, despite the no doubt limited preparation 
time in a busy cathedral. A fitting conclusion to an 
enjoyable and varied recital, whetting our appetite for 
Peter’s monthly recitals at Walsall Town Hall, which 
commence again in September.           TS  
 
 
Peter Gould Recital at Lichfield Cathedral Friday 9

th
 

August 2013 
 
Peter Gould has been Master of the Music at Derby 
Cathedral since 1983.  
 
He was born and educated in Portsmouth, and then 
became a student at Royal Academy of Music, London, 
where he gained his ARCO after just ten organ lessons. 
He was awarded his FRCO for organ performance, and in 
1995 an honorary ARAM. From 1975 to 1982 he was 

http://www.kcoa.co.uk/
mailto:brian.woodmancote@blueyonder.co.uk
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Assistant Organist at Wakefield Cathedral. On his arrival 
at Derby Cathedral, he formed a traditional cathedral choir 
of boys and men, the Cathedral having been without one 
for many decades, and in 1997 he also founded the 
Cathedral Girls’ Choir. He has given recitals at several 
English cathedrals, as well as abroad, and has made a 
number of recordings. He has embarked upon a Derby 
Diocesan Organ Pilgrimage, where in 2013/4 he plans to 
play all the organs in the Derby Diocese, raising donations 
for musical charities. 
 

 
Peter Gould 

 
The delicious Cortège et Litanie by Marcel Dupré was the 
choice to open the recital, with the gradual crescendo from 
the quiet opening to full organ climax being beautifully 
registered. Johann Ludwig Krebs was taught by J S Bach, 
as indeed was his father, and the master’s style clearly 
showed through in the next offering, Toccata & Fugue in A 
Minor. The climax to the recital was provided by the 
dramatic Chorale No 3 by Cesar Franck. 
 
A superb programme and faultless performance by a very 
experienced cathedral organist, much enjoyed by all 
including a number of our members.            TS    
 
Michael Rhodes Recital at Lichfield Cathedral Tuesday 
20

th
 August 2013 

 
Michael Rhodes is Organist at the Victoria Hall, Hanley, 
Stoke-on-Trent and Organist-in-Residence at the Historic 
Chapels Trust ’Bethesda Chapel’ in Handley, which is 
currently undergoing restoration. 
 

 
Michael Rhodes 

 
He became an organist at an early age, his first job being 
a rota organist at the North Staffs Royal Infirmary when he 
was 13. He studied the organ privately with Dr Leon 
Forrester, Charles Hutchings and concert organist Arnold 
Richardson, Civic Organist at Wolverhampton, who 
coached him for his FRCO. In business he held a senior 
management position in GEC. In 1992 he was City 
Consultant Organist at the Victoria Hall and started up the 
Saturday Organ Proms. He has fond memories of Lichfield 
Cathedral, from Ambrose Porter’s time, and when he was 

redesigning the Victoria Hall organ he was in regular 
contact with Richard Greening. 
 
A bright opening to the recital was guaranteed with the 
choice of Menuet and Rejouissance from Handel’s Music 
for the Royal Fireworks. Then followed Air in G from Two 
Slow Airs by Howells, originally written for violin and piano 
and arranged for organ by Robin Wells. 
 
Chorale Prelude ‘Greensleeves’ by Alex Rowley was 
followed by Grand Choeur by Theodore Salomé, a nice 
lively piece new to me. As already noted, one of Michael’s 
teachers was the distinguished organist and one time 
Wolverhampton Civic Organist Arnold Richardson, and it 
was therefore very appropriate that Pastorale, composed 
by him, should feature in today’s recital. 
 
Rheinberger’s gentle Cantilena (Sonata 11) was followed 
by a work by Widor, but not this time the usual popular 
ones, but Marcia from Symphony No 3, and providing a 
suitably grand full organ climax to today’s recital.           TS 
 
Alex Jones Recital at Lichfield Cathedral Friday 23

rd
 

August 2013 
 
Following recitals by three well-established mature 
organists, today saw a return to up and coming young 
talent, in the form of 20 year old Alex Jones. Alex is going 
into his 3

rd
 year at Birmingham Conservatoire, studying for 

a BMus (Hons) in organ performance under Henry Fairs. 
 

 
Alex Jones 

 
Alex began piano studies at the age of 8, and organ at the 
age of 11, when he was the organ scholar at St. Michael's 
Church in Bishops Stortford, Hertfordshire. By the time he 
was 14, he had completed all his ABRSM exams in piano, 
organ and singing up to Grade 8, and all with Distinction. 
He received organ lessons from Anne Marsden Thomas, 
Rosemary Field and Anne Elise Smoot all at the St. Giles 
Organ Conservertoire, London. At the age of 16, he 
gained a coveted place to study at Chetham's School of 
Music, Manchester, where he held the organ scholarship 
at Manchester Cathedral under the direction of 
Christopher Stokes. After graduating from Chetham's, he 
was awarded places at the Royal Northern College of 
Music, Trinity College of Music and a scholarship to the 
Birmingham Conservatoire. He has been the Percy 
Whitlock Organ Scholar of Birmingham Town Hall and 
Symphony Hall, with duties including assisting Thomas 
Trotter. 
 
Introducing his own programme, Alex explained that he 
had tried to make it as varied as possible. The work 
chosen to open proceedings suitably dramatically was 
Fantasy on B.A.C.H, the piece originally written for piano, 
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but transcribed by Liszt for the organ. Alex Jones’ own 
arrangement of Colonial Song by Percy Grainger followed, 
chosen to showcase the orchestral sounds of the Hill 
organ. 
 
J S Bach wrote Passacaglia BWV 582 aged 20, the same 
age as Alex, and this final piece with its 21 variations was 
chosen as it provides lots of opportunities to explore the 
colours of the organ, which Alex duly did superbly. 
 
Yet another incredibly talented young man to watch out for 
in the future.                TS 
 
Martyn Rawles Recital at the Church of the Holy 
Angels, Hoar Cross, Friday 23

rd
 August 2013 

 
The organ of The Church of the Holy Angels, Hoar Cross, 
had been unplayable for over 40 years, but thanks to the 
generosity of a local family, it has now been restored to 
working order. Martyn Rawles, Lichfield Cathedral 
Organist, was invited to perform the inaugural recital to 
celebrate its rebirth, with the Needwood Singers 
conducted by Margaret Langford, a distinguished soloist 
and a member of Ex Cathedra, contributing additional 
choral works. 
 
For a rural church, The Church of the Holy Angels, Hoar 
Cross, is a most imposing building. In fact, the building of 
the Church of the Holy Angels was funded by The Hon. 
Emily Meynell as a memorial to her late husband Hugo, 
who died after only 7 years of marriage.  On land adjacent 
to her home, Hoar Cross Hall, building work started in May 
1872 and was sufficiently advanced for Bishop Selwyn of 
Lichfield to celebrate the first Eucharist in the new building 
in January 1874. Two years later he returned to dedicate 
the church. 
 
A very comprehensive history of the organ was included in 
the recital programme, of which the following is a 
summary. The Hon. Emily Meynell Ingram commissioned 
Bishop & Son of London in 1876 to install an organ in her 
new church. There was available a Samuel Green organ 
dating from 1779, which had been taken out of Bangor 
Cathedral, and which had been renowned for its distinctive 
mellow tone. It was installed at Holy Angels, retaining 
some of Green’s pipework along with the Great 
soundboard, but everything else was provided new by 
Bishops, including the magnificent ornate casework, 
designed by G.F.Bodley and Canon Frederick Sutton. 
Bishops carried out subsequent modifications and in 1935 
Conacher Sheffield & Co, made significant changes, 
including a new Swell and the introduction of pneumatic 
action. By the 1970s, the instrument had fallen into 
disrepair, and was replaced for services by an electronic 
organ. 
 
Following the generous offer in 2009 of financial 
assistance to fund the organ's restoration by the family of 
Jeanne Elizabeth Hoyes in her memory, a detailed 
appraisal of the options was carried out by Dr. William 
McVicker. He concluded that the only practical solution 
was to revert to the 1876 configuration. This meant 
stripping out the pneumatic action, decongesting the 
instrument’s interior to enable proper future maintenance, 
careful restoration of the historic Green material, and a 
return to Bishop & Son’s mechanical action, including 
procurement of an 1870’s style straight pedalboard.  After 

inviting a number of contractors to tender for the work, by 
fortunate coincidence, the contract was awarded to Bishop 
& Son, the original supplier of the organ. 
 
The organ was completely dismantled in the spring of 
2012 and transported to Bishop’s Ipswich workshop. 
Rebuilding commenced in late Autumn of 2012; the major 
components were in place by Spring 2013, with the tracker 
work and pipe installation/tonal changes completed in 
Summer 2013. 
  

 
The organ of the Holy Angels, Hoar Cross 

 
The church was absolutely ‘packed to the rafters’ for this 
inaugural concert, including excellent support by at least 
eleven LDOA members, with our member Eric Lunt 
pressed into service at short notice as page turner. Martyn 
opened proceedings with Toccata & Fugue in D Minor 
BWV 565 by J S Bach, before handing over to the 
Needwood Singers to perform Martin Shaw’s With a Voice 
of Singing, Mendelssohn’s Hear My Prayer, J S Bach’s 
Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring and Fauré’s Cantique de Jean 
Racine, with Martyn Rawles accompanying on the organ. 
Martyn then took us to the interval with Mendelssohn’s 
Sonata No 2, a great favourite of mine. 
 
After the interval, Martyn provided a lively opening to the 
second half with the stormy virtuosic Prelude & Fugue in G 
Minor by Brahms, followed by Berceuse (24 pieces en 
style libre), chosen to showcase the strings of the organ. 
The Swiss organist Guy Bovet’s Fuga Sopra un Soggeto 
followed, described by Martyn as ‘a short piece about 
which the less said the better’. The reason for Martyn’s 
intriguing comment soon became evident, when the Pink 
Panther Theme emerged! The final organ work, Lefébure-
Wély’s Sortie in E Flat, was wryly described by Martyn as 
‘a cross between a dignified exit from church and a merry-
go-round’! 
 
The choir then continued the concert with J S Bach’s All 
Glory, Lord & Honour and King of Glory, followed by 
Mozart’s Laudate Dominum, and finally with a lively 
conclusion in the form of Haydn’s Te Deum. 
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Martyn Rawles’ performance was as ever immaculate, 
particularly so considering the less than ideal playing 
conditions. The organ has not had time to loosen up since 
its rebuild, the console is crammed underneath the organ 
in what must feel like playing in a cupboard, making it well-
nigh impossible to judge what the organ sounds like from 
an audience viewpoint. Despite not being able to see the 
choir’s conductor and having to rely on a small CCTV 
screen, (complete with transmission delay!), Martyn 
provided a quite beautifully and sensitively judged 
accompaniment to the choir. The organ being crammed 
into a small chamber at one side of the chancel, with the 
only real egress for the sound through the front of the 
organ, means that the organ doesn’t project at all well 
down the nave, possibly exacerbated by a capacity 
audience absorbing some of the sound. From the nave, 
and despite Martyn’s best efforts, the organ really doesn’t 
do ’maestoso’, as the Mendelssohn Sonata demonstrated! 
No doubt it will prove quite adequate for service duties, if 
not perhaps for solo recitals. 
 
All in all, a splendid evening’s entertainment of organ and 
choral music, much enjoyed by a capacity audience.    TS 
 
PS. The consultant for the organ rebuild, Dr William 
McVicker and friends, are performing an ’Organ 
Extravaganza’ here at 3 pm on Saturday 19

th
 October.  

 
Christopher Johns Recital at Lichfield Cathedral 
Friday 30

th
 August 2013 

 
For this final lunchtime recital in the ‘Music for Reflection’ 
series Christopher Johns, Director of Music at Leicester 
Cathedral was the recitalist.  
 

 
Christopher Johns 

Christopher began his musical career as a chorister at 
Derby Cathedral. He was a Choral Exhibitioner at Jesus 
College, Cambridge, where he read Modern and 
Mediaeval Languages and then completed an M.Phil in 
Linguistics, and then spent five years living in Germany, 
first as Assistant Choirmaster at Osnabrück Cathedral and 
then as a student of Church Music in Düsseldorf. He 
returned to the UK in 2003 to study for a Ph.D. in 
Linguistics at Durham, where he was Cathedral Organ 
Scholar and Conductor of the University Orchestra.  

Before joining Leicester Cathedral in January 2011, 
Christopher was Choral Director in the Diocese of Leeds 
(based at Leeds Cathedral), Conductor of Tees Valley 
Youth Orchestra, and Deputy Chorus Master of Leeds 
Philharmonic Society. 

Chris did his own introduction to his programme 
commencing with Prelude, Largo & Fugue in C 
BWV545/529ii, the shortest of the three he wrote in this 
key. Eventide by Parry followed, a gem of a piece based 
on the hymn Abide with Me. 

Then for me the highlight of the recital, Mendelssohn’s 
Sonata No 3, a piece I’m currently learning under the 
tutorage of our member Angela Sones, so this received 
my particularly close scruitiny. The Con moto maestoso 
was described by Christopher as the ‘roast beef’, and the 
delicate and melodic Andante tranquillo as the’sorbet’. The 
score of the Maestoso calls for the piece to get both louder 
and more animated as it progresses, and Chris’s increase 
in tempo was very evident. 

It is hoped that the remains of Richard III will soon be 
interred in Leicester Cathedral, and hence the choice by 
Chris for the final piece of ‘March’ from the score of the 
film Richard III, composed by William Walton, arranged for 
organ by Robert Gower.  

A stirring conclusion to the recital attended by a good 
contingent of 9 LDOA members/wives.            TS 

Martyn Noble Recital at Broadway United Reformed 
Church, Walsall, Saturday 7

th
 September 2013 

 
LDOA member Alan Taylor has been the Organist and 
Choirmaster at Broadway URC for more than 40 years, 
and as many members will remember from our excellent 
visit to this church in September 2012, Alan and his team 
of volunteers embarked upon a project that has culminated 
in this small church now possessing an impressive 4 
manual 51 speaking stop organ at a fraction of the cost of 
a new organ. Earlier this year, continuing the cost effective 
approach to enhancement of the organ, Peter Spencer Ltd 
installed a second hand 64-level capture system for the 
combination pistons, providing for the first time general as 
well as divisional pistons. For the player, this significantly 
improves the versatility and management of what is now, 
by any standards, a large instrument. 
 
Alan is noted for championing young musicians, and with 
the substantial instrument now at Broadway, is able to 
attract talented organists to give recitals. For tonight’s 23

rd
 

Anniversary Organ Recital, Martyn Noble, Organ Scholar 
since September 2012 of Southwark Cathedral, was the 
recitalist. 

 
Martyn Noble at Broadway URC, Walsall 
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From the age of 9, Martyn played the piano and sang at 
his local church. At 14 he started playing the organ, and 
soon after became Organ Scholar at his Parish Church in 
Leicester. In 2009 he became Organ Scholar at Liverpool 
Cathedral, a role that included accompanying and 
conducting weekly choral services, taking choir rehearsals, 
and playing for the choir’s visit to Notre Dame in Paris. 
Martyn has given recitals at several UK cathedrals and at 
York Minster, played live on BBC Radio, as well as 
numerous accompanist roles, and two CD recordings. 
Martyn is currently studying organ and piano at the Royal 
College of Music, has completed his LRSM, and this 
summer was awarded his ARCO.  
 
Introducing his own programme, Martyn opened his recital 
with one of his favourite pieces, Prelude & Fugue in G 
BWV 541 by J S Bach, precisely played at a nice tempo. 
 
We then had a short interruption to proceeding whilst a 
sticking thumb piston on the newly installed capture 
system was resolved, before Martyn continued unfazed, 
with all four movements of Mendelssohn’s Sonata No 1. 
Next was the first movement of Sonata in C Minor by 
Giovanni Pescetti, a lively work for manuals only. Taking 
us to the interval, the Final from Vierne’s Organ Symphony 
No 3 needed the delinquent thumb piston, and pretty much 
everything else on the organ, so it was fingers crossed 
that the gremlins didn’t reappear. ‘Quite a piece’ was 
Martyn’s description, and not without justification. 
 
After the break more from J S Bach, in the form of two 
Chorale Preludes: Kommst du nun, Jesu vom Himmel 
herunter, BWV 650, which has the melody in the pedals, 
including trills, then the beautiful Erbarm dich mein, O 
Herre Gott, BWV 721. This was followed by Cesar 
Franck’s dramatic Pièce Héroique, and then Adagio in E 
by Frank Bridge, the required crescendo then diminuendo 
giving Martyn the opportunity to use the new capture 
system and the organ to good effect. 
 
Then a complete change of mood with Sousa’s March: 
Washington Post, before finishing with a piece Martyn 
promised was not like anything we’d heard before. Finale 
from ‘Fiesta!’ by the pianist, organist, composer and 
arranger Iain Farrington proved to be a demanding, 
virtuosic contemporary piece, but to my more traditional 
taste a somewhat discordant jumble. (There is a video on 
You Tube of Martyn Noble playing this work in 2012) 
 
The enthusiastic applause demanded an encore, and for 
this Martyn turned again to Sousa and the barnstorming 
Liberty Bell, before ‘hot-footing it’ back to London, where 
he was due to play for the Sunday morning service at 
Southwark Cathedral. 
 
A superb programme, by a stunningly talented, charming, 
and confident young man. Definitely someone to watch out 
for in the future.                TS 
 
Peter Morris Recital at Walsall Town Hall, Thursday 
19

th
 September 2013 

 
Today saw the opening recital of the 2013/4 recital series 
by Peter Morris at Walsall Town Hall, with the theme of an 
A-Z of composers for the organ. Based on my experience 
of Andrew Fletcher’s use of this theme for his last series, it 

works well until arriving at X/Y/Z, but hopefully it will 
unearth a few infrequently aired gems! 
 
Today’s recital featured just the ’A’s’, commencing with 
Theme and Variations for Organ by the Dutch composer 
Hendrick Andriessen. Peter explained that The Parry 
Organ Book contains pieces contributed by various 
eminent composers around at the time of Hubert Parry’s 
death as a tribute to him, and piece No 10 by Walter G 
Alcock was the next gentle piece, followed by Les 
Contemplations (Melody No 1) by the Dutch-Jewish 
composer and pianist J Ascher, composer of romantic 
pieces. 
 
The lively Chorale by Malcolm Archer was followed by 
Allegro (from a Concerto) by Thomas Arne, perhaps best 
known as composer of the patriotic song Rule Britannia, 
and then the ‘spikey little tune’ entitled Gavotte by the 
same composer. Thomas Adams was an English 
composer and organist, and his Alla Marcia is a really nice 
march, very suited to weddings. Concert de Flutes by 
Francois d’Agincour, containing lots of ornamentation, was 
followed by the rather better known set of variations Noel 
by Louis Claude d’Aquin. 
 
It would be unthinkable to feature composers whose 
names commence with ’A’ without Jehan Alain being 
represented, and his Litanies was Peter’s choice to 
provide a dramatic and strident climax to today’s recital. 
 
Hopefully the rather intrusive noise from wind leaks will be 
addressed before the next recital, and the recital be rather 
better attended.               TS  
 
Pat Neville Recital at Shenstone Methodist Church, 
Monday 23

rd
 September 2013 

 
Following her retirement, Pat Neville took up learning the 
organ, and has weekly lessons with Karen Thompson. As 
the resident organist of Shenstone Methodist Church, Pat 
usually gives 3 recitals a year, with today’s lunchtime 
recital providing a suitable culmination to the church’s 
harvest festival weekend. 
 
Pat’s varied programme spanned 16 different works by 16 
different composers, from the 18

th
 century to the 20

th
 

century. Particularly enjoyable were ‘The Swan’ by Saint-
Saëns, the seasonally very appropriate ‘Autumn’ by 
Vivaldi, Sarabande from Greig’s Holberg Suite, and the 
‘Waltz’ from Swan Lake by Tchaikovsky. 
 
Pat puts in a great deal of practice time and effort into 
preparations for these recitals, and her loyal supporters at 
this well-attended event showed their appreciation for her 
efforts with warm applause. Present in the audience was a 
representative of Birmingham City Mission, the grateful 
beneficiary of the vast array of tins/jars/packets of food on 
display, generous offerings for harvest festival by the 
congregation of this church.             TS 
 
Cathy Lamb Recital at Lichfield Cathedral Tuesday 
24

th
 September 2013 

 
This evening saw the long awaited return of Cathy Lamb 
for her first Lichfield Cathedral organ recital following her 
maternity leave. 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Netherlands
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Composer
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pianist
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Following Revd Canon Wealands Bell’s usual dry 
humoured introduction, Cathy introduced her own 
programme, adding her personal comments to Martyn 
Rawles’ most eloquent programme notes. 
 
The dramatic Preludium in G Minor by Buxtehude opens 
with manuals only, before the distinctive 7 note theme 
makes its appearance in the pedals, leading to two fugues 
with a very brief flourish to end. Largo e spiccato 
(Concerto in D Minor BWV 596) by Vivaldi arranged by J S 
Bach followed, with Cathy choosing the Great Tierce for 
the hauntingly beautiful melody, played over a gentle 
accompaniment. 
 
Lemare’s transcription for organ of Saint-Saëns dramatic 
orchestral tone poem Danse Macabre provided the 
opportunity to show off the Hill organ’s range of orchestral 
colours, with the resulting frequent change of stops 
ensuring Martyn Rawles was kept on his toes as a human 
sequencer, adding to his page turning duties! A breath-
taking performance. 
 
The short and sweet Aria, Op 51, by Flor Peeters was 
followed by the least well-known of tonight’s works, Organ 
Sonata in D Minor by the Swansea-born composer Cyril 
Jenkins. The dramatic opening movement leads to the 
gentle Meditation, and finally the rather disjointed finale 
movement, with the thunderous chords of the Introduction 
leading into the Allegro con fuoco. A work deserving of a 
more frequent airing. 
 
After the interval, Cathy resumed her programme with a 
work her parents had at their wedding, and one which has 
become her favourite J S Bach piece – Toccata in F, 
BWV540. Cathy has understandably performed this on a 
number of occasions at Lichfield, and having become also 
my favourite Bach work, it was a treat to hear again this 
glorious work sweeping along to its dramatic climax. A 
stunning performance! 
 
John Stanley’s melodic Voluntary in D Minor Op 5 was 
followed by the beautiful but rather melancholy Adagietto, 
the fifth movement of Symphony No 5 by Mahler, as used 
in the film ‘Death in Venice, arranged here for organ by 
Noel Rawsthorne. The climax of tonight’s recital was 
Toccata from Widor’s Symphony No 5, recently played by 
Cathy at St Albans Abbey to commemorate her 
grandparent’s 70

th
 wedding anniversary, and it provided a 

suitably triumphant climax to tonight’s recital. 
 
As usual with Cathy, a well-structured programme, and a 
stunningly performed recital, well supported and including 
12 LDOA members/partners/guests. Welcome back Cathy 
– you’ve been missed!              TS  
 
Russell Dickerson Recital at St Gile’s, Whittington, 
Saturday 28

th
 September. 

 
This morning’s recital, to be repeated in the afternoon, was 
in support of the church’s Gift Day, and as a thank you by 
Russell to the villagers of Whittington for raising the 
£26,000 to fund the recent rewiring and addition of a digital 
capture system and a 15

th
 to the 2 manual HN&B organ. 

As we are to visit this church in March 2014, it was a good 
opportunity to hear Russell play the organ after its Peter 
Spencer upgrade. 
 

Russell opened his programme of light organ music with 
Prelude on Londonderry Air, composed by Noel 
Rawsthorne, born in the same year (1929) as Russell. The 
recital continued with a further 13 very well-known pieces, 
mostly played by Russell at services over many years, 
including a selection of opera tunes. Warm applause 
ensured an encore, in the form of the Toccata from J S 
Bach’s most well-known work, Toccata & Fugue in D 
Minor, and an opportunity to utilise full organ. 
 
The organ is only fairly small, but it has a very nice tone. 
Making full use of extension, and being sited on the West 
Gallery with a detached console, it speaks well into the 
nave. Well done Russell.                        TS  
 
Kerry Beaumont Recital at Coventry Cathedral 
Monday 30

th
 September 2013 

 
Today’s recital was the last in the ‘Monday Lunchtime 
Concerts’ series for this year, and the organist was Kerry 
Beaumont, Director of Music at Coventry Cathedral. 
 

 
Kerry Beaumont 

 
Kerry was born in 1957 in Cambridge, but began his 
musical education as a chorister at Ripon Cathedral. His 
family emigrated to Canada in 1970, and following his 
return to his native country in 1988, he was appointed 
Organist & Master of the Choristers at St David’s 
Cathedral, Pembrokeshire in 1990, then in 1994 Director 
of Music at Ripon Cathedral, and in 2006 he was 
appointed to his present position. Having studied organ 
improvisation with Pierre Cochereau, he has pursued an 
active interest in the art of improvisation in his career. 
 
Kerry opened his programme with Prelude & Fugue in F 
Major ‘Wedge’ BWV 544 by J S Bach. This was followed 
by the first two pieces from Suite Pour Orgue, Op 5 by 
Duruflé. Prélude opens mysteriously then builds to a 
dramatic central section, before fading away to finish again 
mysteriously. Then to the delicious Sicilienne, with both 
pieces providing ample scope to explore the vast range of 
colours of Coventry Cathedral’s renowned Harrison & 
Harrison organ. 

 
The climax was provided by Dupré’s Prelude & Fugue in G 
Minor (Op 7, no 3), with the delicate Prelude leading to the 
unmistakable dance-like theme of the Fugue, first on the 
manuals and then in the pedals, providing a storming full 
organ finale to today’s recital.   
 
A masterly, mature performance from an organist who 
clearly knows how to get the best out of this organ.      TS 
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FORTHCOMING LOCAL ORGAN RECITALS 
 
LDOA Members’ Recitals/Events 
 
Mervin Jones - Darlaston Town Hall 
Concert of popular theatre organ music on 2nd Thursday 
of every month, with Mervin Jones at the 3 manual Binns 
Organ, 1.30 to 3.30 pm. 
 
Peter Morris - Walsall Town Hall 
The Walsall Town Hall 2013/14 recital series commenced 
on Thursday 19

th
 September 2013, and continues 

generally on the third Thursday of the month, with the next 
recital being on Thursday 17

th
 October 2013.  

 
Peter is also giving the following lunchtime recitals: 
 

 Thursday 3
rd

 October 2013, 1pm at West Bromwich 
Town Hall 

 Wednesday 12
th
 February 2014, 1:05 – 1:50 pm, at 

Bradford Cathedral. 
 
Pat Neville - Trinity Methodist Church, Shenstone 
A further free lunchtime Festive Season organ recital will 
be given on Monday 2

nd
 December by Shenstone resident 

organist Pat Neville at 12.45 pm to 1.30 pm. Bring your 
sandwiches – drinks will be available. Come and go as 
you please. 
 
Martyn Rawles 
In addition to the recital listed for Lichfield Cathedral, 
Martyn Rawles is giving the following organ recitals: 
  

 Thursday 7
th
 November 2013, 12:30 – 1:10 pm, at 

Christchurch Priory, Dorset. 

 Wednesday 22
nd

 January 2014, 1:10pm  – 2:00 pm, St 
Alphege, Solihull 

 
Cathy Lamb 
Cathy Lamb is giving the following organ recitals: 
 

 Thursday 10
th
 October 2013, 12:30 – 1:10 pm, at 

Christchurch Priory, Dorset 

 Wednesday 27
th
 November 2013, 1:05 pm – 1:50 pm, 

at Bradford Cathedral  
 
Sue Heath-Downey 
Sue is booked to perform a recital on Thursday 7

th
 

November 2013, 1:05 pm – 1:45 pm, at St Mary-le-Bow 
 
Recitals In Local Area (to 6/12/2013) 
 
October 2013 
 
Thurs 3 October 2013 • 1:00 • West Brom Town Hall 
Peter Morris (Walsall Town Hall) 
 
Thurs 3 October 2013 • 1:15 to 1:45 • St Paul’s, 
Birmingham 
Paul Carr (St Paul’s, Birmingham) 
 
Thurs 3 October 2013 • 7:30 to 9:30 • Ellesmere College 
(The Great Hall) 
Roger Allen (St Peter’s College, Oxford) 
 

Frid 4 October 2013 • 12:40 to 1:20 • St Chad’s, 
Shrewsbury 
Richard Walker (St Chad’s, Shrewsbury) 
 
Frid 4 October 2013 • 1:00 to 1:45 • Emmanuel Wylde 
Green 
Andrew Fletcher (Birmingham University) 
 
Frid 4 October 2013 • 1:10 to 1:50 • Birmingham Cathedral 
Christopher Allsop (Coventry Cathedral) 
 
Sat 5 October 2013 • 1:00 to 1:45 • St Thomas’, 
Stourbridge 
Jon Payne (St Thomas’, Stourbridge) 
 
Sat 5 October 2013 • 6:45 to 8:30 • Worcester Cathedral 
Guy Bovet (Switzerland) 
 
Sat 5 October 2013 • 7:30 • Methodist Central Hall, 
Walsall 
Thomas Trotter (Birmingham City Organist) 
 
Sun 6 October 2013 • 3:00 • Birmingham Town Hall 
30

th
 Anniversary Recital, commemorating Thomas 

Trotter’s 30 year tenure as Birmingham City Organist. 
 
Sun 6 October 2013 • 3:00 to 3:45 • Holy Trinity, Wordsley 
Paul Carr (St Paul’s, Birmingham) 
 
Mon 7 October 2013 • 7:30 • St Chad’s Cathedral, 
Birmingham 
David Saint (St Chad’s Cathedral) 
 
Mon 14 October 2013 • 1:00 to 2:00 • Symphony Hall 
Thomas Trotter (Birmingham City Organist) 
 
Tues 15 October 2013 • 7:30 to 9:30 • Lichfield Cathedral 
Andrew Lumsden (Winchester Cathedral) 
 
Thurs 17 October 2013 • 1:00 to 2:00 • Walsall Town Hall 
Peter Morris (Walsall Town Hall) 
 
Frid 18 October 2013 • 7:30 to 8:45 • St Editha’s, 
Tamworth 
Philip Scriven (Cranleigh School) 
 
Sat 19 October 2013 • 3:00 • Holy Angels, Hoar Cross 
’Organ Extravaganza’ - Dr William McVicker and friends 
  
Sat 19 October 2013 • 1:00 to 2:00 • Victoria Hall, Hanley 
Philip Rushforth (Chester Cathedral) 
 
Sat 19 October 2013 • 7:00 • Emmanuel, Wylde Green 
Nigel Ogden 
 
Sat 19 October 2013 • 7:30 • St Andrew’s, Netherton 
Paul Carr (St Paul’s, Birmingham) 
 
Sun 20 October 2013 • 6:55 to 7:35 • St Chad’s, 
Shrewsbury 
Allan Walker (Malvern College, Worcestershire) 
 
Tues 22 October 2013 • 1:10 to 1:45 • Warwick Road 
United Reformed Church 
Keith Hearnshaw (Concert Organist) 
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Frid 25 October 2013 • 1:10 to 1:50 • Birmingham 
Cathedral 
Jonathan Stamp (Birmingham Cathedral) 
 
Sat 26 October 2013 • 12:00 to 12:45 • Stoke Minster 
Tim Sagar (Newcastle-under-Lyme School) 
 
Mon 28 October 2013 • 1:00 to 2:00 • Birmingham Town 
Hall 
Thomas Trotter (Birmingham City Organist) 
 
November 2013 
 
Frid 1 November 2013 • 12:40 to 1:20 • St Chad’s, 
Shrewsbury 
Jonathan Vaughan (Wells Cathedral) 
 
Frid 1 November 2013 • 1:00 to 1:45 • Emmanuel, Wylde 
Green 
Andrew Fletcher (Birmingham University) 
 
Sat 2 November 2013 • 8:00 • All Saints’, Leamington Spa 
Donald MacKenzie (Odeon Cinema, Leicester Square) 
 
Sun 3 November 2013 • 3:00 to 3:45 • Holy Trinity, 
Wordsley 
Paul Carr (St Paul’s, Birmingham) 
 
Thurs 7 November 2013 • 1:15 to 1:45 • St Paul’s, 
Birmingham 
Paul Carr (St Paul’s, Birmingham) 
 
Sat 9 November 2013 • 12:00 • Malvern Priory 
James Wall (Cardiff Cathedral) 
 
Mon 11 November 2013 • 1:00 to 2:00 • Birmingham Town 
Hall 
Thomas Trotter (Birmingham City Organist) 
 
Tues 12 November 2013 • 7:30 to 9:30 • Lichfield 
Cathedral 
Ian Tracey (Liverpool Cathedral) 
 
Thurs 14 November 2013 • 1:00 • West Brom Town Hall 
John Barnett 
 
Frid 15 November 2013 • 1:10 to 1:50 • Birmingham 
Cathedral 
Birmingham Conservatoire Organ Department 
 
Sat 16 November 2013 • 1:00 to 2:00 • Victoria Hall, 
Hanley 
Donald MacKenzie (Odeon Cinema, Leicester Square) 

 
Sun 17 November 2013 • 6:55 to 7:35 • St Chad’s, 
Shrewsbury 
David Brookshaw (Old St Martin’s, Worcester) 
 
Tues 19 November 2013 • 1:10 to 1:45 • Warwick Road 
United Reformed Church 
Laurence Caldecote (St Nicolas, Nuneaton) 
 
Thurs 21 November 2013 • 1:00 to 2:00 • Walsall Town 
Hall 
Peter Morris (Walsall Town Hall) 
 
Mon 25 November 2013 • 1:00 to 2:00 • Birmingham Town 
Hall 
Thomas Trotter (Birmingham City Organist) 
 
Wed 27 November 2013 • 1:00 to 2:00 • St Alphege, 
Solihull 
Tim Harper (Birmingham Cathedral) 
 
December 2013 
 
Sun 1 December 2013 • 3:00 to 3:45 • Holy Trinity, 
Wordsley 
Paul Carr (St Paul’s, Birmingham) 
 
Tues 3 December 2013 • 7:30 to 9:30 • Lichfield Cathedral 
Martyn Rawles (Lichfield Cathedral) 
 
Thurs 5 December 2013 • 1:15 to 1:45 • St Paul’s, 
Birmingham 
Paul Carr (St Paul’s, Birmingham) 
 
Thurs 5 December 2013 • 1:00 • West Brom Town Hall 
Damon Willetts 
 
Frid 6 December 2013 • 12:40 to 1:20 • St Chad’s, 
Shrewsbury 
Nicholas King (St John’s, Boxmoor) 
 
Frid 6 December 2013 • 1:00 to 1:45 • Emmanuel, Wylde 
Green 
Andrew Fletcher (Birmingham University) 
 
 
 
 
For a complete listing of organ recitals in the UK and 
further details go to www.organrecitals.com 
For details of recital organ specifications go to the National 
Pipe Organ Register at www.npor.org.uk 

 
LICHFIELD & DISTRICT ORGANISTS’ ASSOCIATION CONTACTS 

 
President: Martyn Rawles, FRCO 
Chairman: David Gumbley, 0121 308 4845, e-mail Davidgumbley@msn.com  
Secretary: Pam Strong, 01543 433368, e-mail Pamstrong5@aol.com 
Treasurer: Mike Rudd, 01543 480411, e-mail mike.rudd@fotas.co.uk  
Newsletter Editor: Trevor Smedley, 01543 319329, e-mail trevorsmedley@ntlworld.com 
 
Editorial Note - next Newsletter is planned for December 2013, with deadline for submission of items for inclusion of 
24/11/13, to Trevor Smedley by e-mail as above, or by mail to 8 The Parchments, Lichfield, Staffordshire, WS13 7NA
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