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FEBRUARY 2014 NEWSLETTER 

 

 
RECENT LDOA VISIT 

 
Saturday 18

th
 January 2014, St Mary’s, Albrighton, and 

St Mary & St Chad, Brewood 
 
St Mary Magdalene, Albrighton 
 
For our visit to St Mary Magdalene, Albrighton, a 
respectable turnout of 13 members, including new 
member Joe Cooper, were welcomed by David Smith, 
Director of Music.  
 
Albrighton is an attractive and charming Shropshire village 
dating from the 7

th
 century. The tower is the oldest part of 

the church, dating from the 12
th
 century, but a large scale 

restoration and re-ordering took place in 1993. David has 
two assistants and St Mary’s has a good choral tradition 
with a thriving choir of over 20 members. 
 

 
St Mary Magdalene, Albrighton, organ and detached 

console; LDOA members observing David Smith’s demo 
 
An orchestra boasting a Serpent accompanied the choir 
until the early 19

th
 century, occupying part of a gallery on 

the east wall of the tower. In 1839 a barrel organ was 
purchased for £75, which could play 33 hymn tunes and 3 
Glorias. An American organ was replaced by a 2 manual 
pipe organ by Bovington in 1856. Then in 1898 an organ, 
which was the origin of the present organ, was installed by 
Jardine & Co. In 1967 the instrument was cleaned, 
enlarged and modernised with the addition of a detached 
console by Nicholson. Having then served the parish for a 
further 40 years the electric action and winding system 
became unreliable. Following an organ appeal and with 
advice from Roger Fisher, in 2012 Trevor Tipple rebuilt the 
organ, ‘taming’ the very loud unusable Trumpet, installing 
a solid state action system, and adding a third manual. 
The central casework is from an 1857 Bishop organ 

originally in the Birmingham Blind Institute, with the non-
matching side panels being added as part of the 
installation at St Mary’s. The 2013 concert series to 
celebrate the re-built organ included recitals by Thomas 
Heywood (Melbourne) and Nigel Ogden. As the 
information in the NPOR doesn’t include the recent 
rebuild, David Smith helpfully provided hand-outs of the 
current specification of the 3 manual 42 stop organ: 
 
Great 
Contra Geigen 16’, Open Diapason 8’, Geigen 8’, Stopped 
Diapason 8’, Principal 4’, Geigen Octave 4’, Flute 4’, 
Twelfth 2

2
/3’, Fifteenth 2’, Mixture 19-22-26-29, Double 

Trumpet 16’, Trumpet 8’, Clarion 4’ 
 
Swell 
Open Diapason 8’, Salicional 8’, Vox Angelica 8’, Hohl 
Flute 8’, Gemshorn 4’, Piccolo 2’, Mixture 15-19-22, 
Contra Oboe 16’, Cornopean 8’, Clarion 4’ 
 
Choir 
Stopped Flute 8’, Flute 4’, Nazard 2

2
/3’, Block Flute 2’, 

Tierce 1
3
/5’, Krummhorn 8’, Trumpet 8’ 

 
Pedal 
Resultant Bass 32’, Geigen 16’, Sub Bass 16’, Lieblich 
Bourdon 16’, Principal 8’, Fifteenth 4’, Bass Flute 4’, Flute 
4’, Krummhorn 4’, Trombone 16’, Clarion 8’, Octave 
Clarion 4’ 
 
Full complement of couplers, thumb and toe pistons, and 8 
level memory capture system. 
 

 
David Smith demonstrating the organ of  

St Mary Magdalene, Albrighton 
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David went on to demonstrate a selection of the stops and 
concluded by playing ‘What Love Tells Me’ by Mahler, 
before handing over to our members to try the organ for 
themselves, an opportunity taken up by a good number, 
commencing with Andrew McMillan ‘breaking the ice’ with 
the Fugue from Vierne’s Symphony No 1. 
 

 
Joe Cooper at the detached console of 

St Mary Magdalene, Albrighton 
 

As the church is almost square, there isn’t an obvious 
place to site an organ, but in fact with its very 
comprehensive specification, it really produces an 
impressive sound, including a very full ‘full organ’. Our 
thanks to David Smith for hosting our visit, and the very 
welcome refreshments served in the church hall. 
 
St Mary & St Chad, Brewood  
 
A short drive through rural lanes brought us to the 
picturesquely set church of St Mary & St Chad, Brewood, 
where bell-ringing practice on their peal of 8 bells was in 
full swing, and where Reverend Charmaine Host was 
there to welcome us. 
 
The church contains many monuments and memorials, 
and the oldest part of the building is its fine chancel (see 
photo), which dates from the Early English period of seven 
hundred years ago. The north aisle was added in the 14

th
 

century and the remainder of the church was rebuilt in the 
15

th
 century Perpendicular style. 

 

 
The Chancel of St Mary & St Chad, Brewood 

The two manual organ is an original J J Binns, dating from 
1911, modernised and enhanced with a new rank of pipes 
in 1951 by W J Bird, but still retaining the original 
pipework. It was the subject of a substantial restoration in 
2011/12 by Alan Goulding of Pipe Organ Services, at a 
cost of some £50,000. This work included bringing the 
electrical systems up to modern day standards, complete 
renovation of the console, removal and cleaning of all 
pipework, and repairs to accessible action components 
and wind trunking, as well as work to windchests and 
drawstop mechanisms. 
 

 
The organ of St Mary & St Chad, Brewood, 

with the detached console at the bottom right 
 
The specification of the organ is now: 
 
Great 
Double Diapason 16’, Open Diapason One 8’, Open 
Diapason Two 8’, Gedact 8’, Dolce 8’, Principal One 4’, 
Principal Two 4’, Harmonic Flute 4’, Twelfth 2 

2
/3’, Fifteenth 

2’, Trumpet 8’, Clarinet 8’ 
 
Swell 
Open Diapason 8’, Rohr Flute 8’, Vox Angelica 8’, 
Celestes 8’, Principal 4’, Mixture III, Cornopean 8’, Oboe 
8’. 
 
Pedal 
Contra Bass 16’, Open Metal 16’, Bourdon 16’, Octave 
Bass 8’, Flute 8’. 
   

 
Andrew McMillan at St Mary & St Chad’s, Brewood 
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A number of members again took advantage of the 
opportunity to play, and following Andrew McMillan’s 
playing of Noel Rawsthorne’s Prelude on Londonderry Air, 
we were able to fully assess the organ’s capabilities when 
Richard Hartshorn skilfully improvised on the same theme. 
The organ has a Binns character and is musically a Binns, 
although the mechanism has been changed. 
 
Our thanks to Reverend Charmaine Host for the 
opportunity to play the organ, her warm welcome, and for 
the much appreciated refreshments.             TS 
 
 

FORTHCOMING LDOA VISITS/EVENTS  
 
Monday 17

th
 February 2014, St Paul’s Church in the 

Jewellery Quarter - an evening with Thomas Trotter 

 
Alan Taylor, on behalf of Birmingham Organists’ 
Association, has kindly invited LDOA members to join 
them at an event they have arranged, based at St Paul’s in 
Birmingham’s Jewellery Quarter. Those of you who have 
attended Paul Carr’s monthly ‘Thursday Live’ recitals will 
know the location of this church, but for the benefit of 
others, the postcode is B3 1QZ. We are obliged to John 
Stormont for the following details of the event: 
 
We have a unique opportunity to meet informally with 
Thomas Trotter, who has found time within his busy 
international recital schedule to join us to discuss his role 
as Birmingham's City Organist.  Our other guest will be 
Betty Milne, who was Manager of Birmingham Town Hall 
from 1979 to 1993. 
 
We shall be exploring Thomas’s background, his student 
days at Kings College, Cambridge, and his early 
impressions of Birmingham.  We shall delve into recital 
programmes from both Thomas and previous City 
Organists, Betty having particular memories of George 
Thalben-Ball.  We shall hear from Thomas about his 
international career, how he plans his recital programmes, 
and many other aspects of his role as City Organist.  
Members will have the opportunity to ask questions, but 
these should be submitted in advance to 
webmaster@BhamOrgan.org.uk . 
 
Commencing at 7.30 pm, this will be an informal evening, 
not a recital, although we believe Thomas will end his 
session by playing something from his repertoire.   There 
will be no charge to members, although the evening will 
conclude with drinks and nibbles for which donations 
would be welcome. 
 
Saturday 22

nd
 March 2014, St John’s Shenstone, then 

St Giles, Whittington, including the 2014 AGM 
 
Visit commencing at 12 noon at St John the Baptist 
Church, St John’s Hill, Shenstone, WS14 0JB (2 manual 
organ by Holdich dating from 1853, according to the 
NPOR, but Pat Neville says there is a Nicholson 
connection). The church is accessed directly from the 
A5127 Lichfield/Sutton Coldfield road via St John’s Hill. 
The driveway is on the right at the brow of the hill, with 
ample parking.  
 
Then on to St Giles, Church St, Whittington, WS14 9LE. (2 
manual organ by HN&B, recently rewired by Peter 

Spencer, and 15
th
 added) for 2.30 pm for visit, 

commencing with the 2014 AGM. Leave Lichfield on A51 
towards Tamworth and, having crossed over the A38, at 
the top of the hill take the left turn onto Whittington 
Common Rd, which leads into Church St. The church and 
car park is on the right as you enter the village of 
Whittington. 
 
Saturday 10th May 2014 
 
Visit commencing at 4 pm to St Editha's Church, 
Tamworth, to play the 3 manual 32 stop Harrison & 
Harrison organ installed in 1927, which has recently had 
the first phase of a three phase restoration project 
completed by the original builders. 
 
Wednesday 9th July 2014 
 
Visit commencing at 7.30 pm to The Church of the Holy 
Angels, Hoar Cross, to play the organ originally built by 
Samuel Green in 1779 for Bangor Cathedral, and installed 
in Hoar Cross in 1886. Having been unplayable for over 40 
years, it has been rebuilt by Bishop & Son in 2013, and 
Martyn Rawles gave a recital to a packed church in August 
2013.  It has 3 manuals and 21 stops. 
 
Saturday 27th September 2014 
 
Visit commencing at 2.30 pm to Central Hall Methodist 
Church, Walsall, to play the 3 manual 36 stop Nicholson & 
Lord organ. Having recently been rebuilt by Mike 
Thompson, Thomas Trotter gave a well-attended recital 
here on 5th October 2013 in aid of the organ fund. For 
those who missed Thomas Trotter’s recital, there is 
another opportunity to hear this organ when Cathy Lamb 
gives a recital here at 7.30 pm on Saturday 29

th
 March 

2014. 
 
November 2014 
 
Visit date and venue t.b.a. 
 
Annual Dinner 2014 
 
Date and venue t.b.a.  
 
 

NEWS FROM THE LDOA COMMITTEE 
 
2014 Subscriptions 
 
Please note that subscriptions for 2014 were due on 1

st
 

January 2014. Despite the increase to £4 per member in 
the capitation fee we are charged by the IAO, as agreed at 
the AGM our subscription fees for 2014 will remain 
unchanged at: 
 
Individual membership - £11, Joint membership - £16.50, 
students in full time education – free. 
 
Our thanks to those members who have paid their 2014 
subscription. For those members who have not completed 
a bank standing order instruction, and have yet to pay the 
2014 subscription, our Treasurer Mike Rudd would greatly 
appreciate your co-operation in paying the overdue 
subscription. Cheques, payable to ‘Lichfield & District 
Organists’ Association’, should be mailed to: Mr Mike 
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Rudd, 8 Court Drive, Shenstone, Lichfield, Staffordshire, 
WS14 0JG  
 
LDOA Website 
 
Our website www.iao.org.uk/lichfield has been updated 
with the 2014 events so far arranged. 
 
Next Committee Meeting 
 
The next Committee meeting is provisionally scheduled for 
7 pm Wednesday 19

th
 February 2014, at Weeford Church. 

 
 

MEMBERS’ NEWS 
 
Henry Metcalfe Exam Success 
For members having heard one of our student members, 
Henry Metcalfe, play at a number of our visits, it will come 
as no surprise that Henry has just passed his Grade 5 
Organ exam with distinction. We extend our congratulation 
to him on his success. Henry attends King Edward VI 
School, Lichfield, and has organ lessons at Lichfield 
Cathedral with Martyn Rawles. I understand that Henry is 
hoping Martyn will put him in for his Grade 7 by the end of 
the year. 
 
 

LICHFIELD CATHEDRAL NEWS/EVENTS 
 
Organ Recitals 2014 
 
Saturday 1

st
 February 2014 

 
You may recall Martyn Rawles performing the whole of 
Messiaen’s ‘La Nativite du Seigneur’ at Lichfield Cathedral 
in January 2013, well he will be performing this work again 
on Saturday 1

st
 February 2014 at 7.30 pm. As always, 

support for this event from LDOA members would be very 
welcome.   
 
Autumn 2014 Evening Recital Series 
 
We are indebted to Lichfield Cathedral’s Music 
Department for a truly memorable series of Music for 
Reflection events in the summer and the series of Autumn 
Evening Recitals. The following details have just been 
released for the 2014 Evening Organ Recitals Series: 
 

 Tuesday 9
th
 September – Cathy Lamb (Lichfield 

Cathedral) 

 Tuesday 30
th
 September – Colin Walsh (Organist 

Laureate Lincoln Cathedral) 

 Tuesday 14
th
 October – Malcolm Archer (Winchester 

College) 

 Tuesday 11th November – Martyn Rawles (Lichfield 
Cathedral) 

 Tuesday 2
nd

 December – Cathy Lamb, Martyn Rawles 
and Nigel Argust (all of Lichfield Cathedral) 

 
All the recitals 7.30 pm – 9.30pm, admission £10.   
 
Music for Reflection Summer Recitals Series 
 
Details of the dates and organists for the 2014 lunchtime 
recitals will be publicised when finalised. 

Martyn Rawles debut CD 
 
Martyn Rawles long-awaited debut solo CD recorded on 
the Hill organ of Lichfield Cathedral has just been released 
by Priory Records, further adding to their acclaimed ‘Great 
European Organs’ series of CD’s. 
 
Recorded in September 2012, Martyn’s programme notes 
ably describe his choice of programme: ‘This CD presents 
a selection of largely unfamiliar transcriptions of orchestral 
works from a period one might very loosely describe as 
contemporary with the instrument itself, together with a 
modern piece by a Lichfield-based composer that takes 
poetry of that era as the starting point for its inspiration.’  
 
The works are all by English composers, including the 
modern piece referred to by Paul Spicer, an honorary 
member of our Association. The CD comprises the 
following: 
 

 Processional Music from ‘Drake’ by Sir Charles Villiers 
Stanford 

 Elegy by Sir Edward Elgar 

 On hearing the first cuckoo in Spring by Frederick 
Delius 

 An English Suite by Sir Hubert Parry 

 The Land of Lost Content by Paul Spicer 

 Chaconne by Gustav Holst 

 Sospiri by Sir Edward Elgar 

 The Coronation March (1911) by Sir Edward Elgar 
 
The performance is everything that you would expect of 
Martyn Rawles, and is available from Priory Records and 
Lichfield’s Cathedral Bookshop, where it is commendably 
prominently displayed on the counter, priced at £11.99.  
 
 

YOUNG PERSONS’ CATHEDRAL ORGAN DAY 
 
As announced in the last newsletter, this event is to take 
place at Lichfield Cathedral on Saturday 8

th
 March 2014, 

aimed at introducing children in the 10 – 14 age range to 
the pipe organ. Flyers have been circulated for the event, 
including to LDOA members, and the organising group 
met on Saturday 25

th
 January 2014 to plan the detailed 

programme for the day. 
 
Any help from members with publicising this event to 
family and friends, churches etc. would be much 
appreciated. 
 
 

IAO MATTERS 
 
Lyme Regis Organ School 
 
The Winter Course will take place from 17

th
 to 19

th
 

February 2014. The lead tutor is Philip Scriven. More 
details from Dr Richard Godfrey; rgodfrey78@hotmail.com 
 
London Organ Day 2014 
 
The 2014 London Organ Day will take place at St 
George’s, Hannover Square, on Saturday 1

st
 March 2014, 

The theme is ‘American Music for Organ’, and the event 
will feature the new organ by Richards, Fowkes & Co, 

http://www.iao.org.uk/lichfield
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Tennessee, and the Goetze & Gwynn organ built for the 
Handel House Museum. Organists Anne Elise Smoot 
playing the Richards, Fowkes & Co organ, and Kimberly 
Marshall playing the Goetze & Gwynn organ. 
 
The event can be booked and paid online via 
http://book.londonorganday.co.uk  
 
Sheffield Organ Day 
 
Saturday 10

th
 May 2014 in Sheffield 

 
Great North Organ Day 
 
Saturday 17

th
 May 2014 in Newcastle 

 
IAO 2014 Congress 
 
The next IAO Congress will take place in Durham, from 
Monday 28

th
 July to Saturday 2

nd
 August 2014. 

 
Recitals have been planned for Durham Cathedral (Father 
Willis organ), St George’s Gateshead (Father Willis), St 
Mary’s RC Cathedral Newcastle-upon-Tyne (Kenneth 
Tickell), and others. Master classes at Hexham Abbey 
(Lawrence Phelps) with Dame Gillian Weir, and Francesca 
Massey at Elvet Methodist Church (Harrison & Harrison). 
Visits include the Bowes Museum. The event includes the 
AGM and the Annual Dinner. 
 
The event can be booked and paid online via 
www.iao.org.uk 
 
Midlands Organ Day 
 
Saturday 27

th
 September 2014, based at St Chad’s 

Cathedral, Birmingham, with a recital by Thomas Trotter at 
Birmingham Town Hall. 
 
IAO Website 
 
2013 was the IAO’s centenary year, and as part of 
upgrading the Association’s image, the new-look IAO 
website went live at the end of the year. You may be 
interested to visit it, and of course our LDOA website, also 
upgraded in 2013, is linked with it via both an interactive 
map and a list of IAO Associations.  
 
 

RECENT LOCAL ORGAN RECITALS REVIEWS 
 
Pat Neville Recital at Trinity Methodist Church, 
Shenstone, Monday 2

nd
 December 2013 

 
Following yesterday’s Advent Sunday, today’s recital by 
resident organist of Trinity Methodist Church, Pat Neville, 
received the usual excellent support from her loyal 
following, including some LDOA members. Pat’s 
programme comprised 15 pieces suitable for this Advent 
season, by no less than 14 different composers, 
commencing with Carol Prelude on ‘Lyre ce n’est pas en 
ce chant’ by Denizot, composed by the French composer, 
organist and pianist Alexandre Pierre François Boëly. 
 
The most well-known of today’s pieces was Handel’s 
Hallelujah Chorus, which received particularly appreciative 
applause. Having been presented by Colin Fishwick with a 

plant by way of a ‘thank-you’ to Pat for all her hard work 
learning her programme, Pat concluded her recital with a 
suitably festive flourish in the form of Adeste Fideles 
Fantasia composed by Thomas Merritt, the son of a 
Cornish miner.                TS 
 
Martyn Rawles Recital at Lichfield Cathedral, Tuesday 
3

rd
 December 2013 

 
This evening’s recital by Martyn Rawles was the last in 
Lichfield Cathedral’s 2013 Evening Organ Recitals Series. 
In Revd Canon Wealands Bell’s introduction, it became 
evident that having been Canon Precentor since 2007, he 
was on the move from the Cathedral, so his unique sense 
of humour and turn of phrase was unlikely to feature in 
future introductions to the organ recitals in 2014! 
 
Martyn opened this evening’s recital with perhaps the most 
well-known of all organ music, Toccata and Fugue in D 
Minor BWV 565 by J S Bach. Despite its popularity, it 
origins are so obscure that, bizarrely, even the name of 
the composer is in doubt. It nevertheless remains a worthy 
work, played with a beautifully measured control all 
through. 
 
Appropriately for this Advent season, the four part chorale 
fantasia Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland by Bruhns 
followed, with its florid ornamentation. Next, a work 
commissioned by the Allen Organ Company in 1989 from 
William Mathias, Carillon, a rather strident piece which 
culminates in a thunderous D Major chord. 
 
Adagio, the second of ‘Three Pieces’, is probably the best-
known of Frank Bridge’s works for organ, and provided 
Martyn with the opportunity to show to good effect the fine 
string stops of the Hill organ, together with a beautifully 
controlled Crescendo then, after the passionate climax, 
Diminuendo. Martyn’s sumptuous performance of this 
particular piece received a number of very favourable 
comments from LDOA members present. Berlioz’s 
Hungarian March from part 1 of The Damnation of Faust, 
arranged for organ by Henri Busser, took us on a lively 
journey to the interval. 
 
Tomorrow’s Evensong at Lichfield Cathedral was to be 
broadcast  live on BBC Radio 3, and Präludium und Fuge 
in D (‘Halleluja’) by Franz Schmidt had been chosen by 
Martyn for the final voluntary, so opening the second half 
with this piece provided an excellent opportunity for a final 
practice! The stunning, attention grabbing, opening to the 
Prelude is built on huge hymn-like chords with flamboyant 
semiquaver flourishes. The Fugue starts conventionally 
enough before building to a full organ climax. A terrific 
piece, one completely new to me and many others in the 
audience. 
 
Widor is my favourite composer for organ, and the work 
included in tonight’s programme was from Symphony No 
4, rather than the more commonly heard Symphonies 5 
and 6. Andante Cantabile is the delicious 3

rd
 movement, 

and this popular movement was played at the composer’s 
request by Marcel Dupré during Widor’s own funeral. 
 
The ‘Funeral Music’ Surusoitto was the last published 
composition of Sibelius, and suitably bleak, sparse 
textures were much in evidence in this piece. One of the 
most popular entertainments of the mid-nineteenth century 

http://book.londonorganday.co.uk/
http://www.iao.org.uk/
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was to enjoy an organist playing a verset on ‘Judex 
Crederis’, the verse from the Te Deum Laudamus, which 
speaks of the coming of the Judge at the end of the world. 
Any self-respecting organist would improvise his own 
verset on demand, and this piece by Boëly creates ever 
more extravagant effects, including rumbles of thunder 
and trumpet fanfares, with a frenzied climax. 
 
Hearing an encore for the penultimate piece was 
something of ‘first’, but Encore Series, No 20 arranged by 
Edwin Lemare followed next, including strains of Auld 
Lang Syne! A fitting finale to tonight’s recital was provided 
by Elgar’s Pomp & Circumstance March No 4, with this 
arrangement for organ by George Sinclair, Organist of 
Hereford Cathedral, to whom the original orchestral 
version of the March was dedicated. 
 
Another stunning performance of an eclectic programme 
by Martyn Rawles, ably assisted by his wife Harriet with 
some commendably slick page turning.            TS    
 
Andrew Fletcher Recital at Emmanuel Church, Wylde 
Green, Friday 6

th
 December 2013 

 
Continuing the 2013/2014 series, the theme of which is 
‘Fletcher’s Favourites’, today’s recital followed straight on 
from a funeral service at the church. The organ had 
performed perfectly for the funeral service, but then a 
phase of the electric supply to the main West End organ 
‘went down’, and Andrew had to attempt to perform as 
much as possible of his published recital programme with 
just the 2 manual Apse organ at his disposal. 
 
Andrew opened with Intrada by G Ives, who composes as 
Grayston, but prefers to be known as "Bill", a nickname he 
acquired at school as a result of a role-playing game with 
his brother. The fanfares of this piece took on a rather 
more subdued form than would have otherwise been the 
case had the main organ been available. The published 
programme next included three Advent Chorales by J S 
Bach, but the limitations of the Apse organ reduced this to 
two – the delicious Nun komm der Heiden Heiland, 
followed by the very popular Wachet auf.  
 
John Stanley’s Suite in D was originally 4 movements and 
for manuals only, before being ‘filled out’ as in this version. 
Not having a Trumpet on the Apse organ didn’t detract too 
much from our enjoyment of this tuneful suite. The 
melodious Menuetto by J Ireland was followed by two 
pieces by C A Gibbs, with first the gentle Folk Song, then 
Processional. 
 
Carol and Sortie by Percy Whitlock were to have followed, 
but the loss of the main organ meant that these works 
couldn’t be performed, and we had to settle for mince pies 
and mulled wine instead. 
 
Hopefully, 2014 will see the West End Willis organ back in 
action for the January recital, otherwise Vierne’s Carillon 
de Westminster could prove to be rather a challenge for 
the Apse organ!                TS   
 
Sue Heath-Downey Recital at the Chapel of St John’s, 
Lichfield, Saturday 7

th
 December 2013 

 
Following her December 2012 Christmas recital at St 
John’s, we were delighted when Sue, Director of Music at 

St Paul’s Deptford, London, but who makes regular visits 
to Drayton Bassett, joined our Association. 
 
Her return this month to perform another ‘Christmas 
Themed Organ Recital’ at St John’s, Lichfield, in aid of St 
Giles Hospice was very welcome, and the 25 people 
attending the recital included excellent support from 9 
LDOA members. 
 

 
Sue Heath-Downey at the organ 

of St John’s Chapel, Lichfield (2012) 
 
Introducing her own programme, Sue opened with three 
Chorale Preludes from the 18

th
 century German Baroque 

period. Trio: In dulci jubilo (Now sing we. Now rejoice) by J 
M Bach was followed by J S Bach’s Nun komm’, der 
Heiden Heiland (Come, Thou Saviour) and finally Vom 
Himmel hoch, da komm’ ich her (From Heaven I come) 
with the melody taken by the pedals. 
 
Next, pieces based on old English carols. The Holly and 
the Ivy and The First Noel – a Carillon, both by H Lefevre 
Pope, were followed by the tuneful Once in Royal David’s 
City by C Cowell. 
 
Turning to 19

th
 century Paris, and party-like pieces typical 

of the time in Paris, Noel Varie, Offertoire for Christmas by 
the much-maligned Lefébure-Wély comprises 9 variations 
on an old French melody ‘Ou s’en vont ces gais bergers’, 
and contained a few surprising registrations!. The 
Shepherd’s Song by G Merkel was followed by ‘Les 
Bergers’ from Messiaen’s La Nativité, and then N Hakim’s 
contemporary Fantaisie on ‘Adeste Fideles’ from the 20

th
 

century. 
 
To conclude her recital, Sue returned to 19

th
 century Paris 

and more familiar ground with her own arrangement for 
organ of Adolphe Adam’s very popular O Holy Night. The 
recital programme ventured into a few unfamiliar waters, 
but the audience were guided skilfully through them by this 
charming, talented lady.              TS  
 
Andrew Fletcher Recital at Emmanuel Church, Wylde 
Green, Friday 3

rd
 January 2014 

 
We were much relieved to find that the gremlins in the 
electrics that knocked-out the main West End Willis organ 
and thwarted Andrew Fletcher’s December recital had 
been banished for his first lunchtime recital of 2014. 
 
Having played David Johnson’s Trumpet Tune in E flat 
previously, today’s choice, and Andrew’s favourite, was 
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the A Major. This piece was new to most of LDOA 
members present, and proved to be a terrific lively fanfare 
with which to open today’s proceedings. Definitely one to 
add to the ‘To Learn’ list! 
 
The sumptuous slow movement (iii) of Widor’s Symphony 
No 4 was followed by 3 seasonal melodies by J S Bach, 
Der Tag, der ist so freudenreich, In Dulci Jubilo (BWV 608) 
and a New Year’s Day Chorale In Dir ist Freude. 
 
A contemporary of John Stanley, William Felton’s Air & 
Variations commences with a gentle air, but, as Andrew 
observed, ‘the variations then get progressively more 
exciting’. Then a return to J S Bach and the ‘Little’ Fugue 
in G Minor, BWV 578.  
 
William Henry Harris was of course Assistant Organist of 
Lichfield Cathedral before becoming Organist at New 
College, then Christ Church, Oxford, followed by his most 
productive time as Organist at St George’s Chapel, 
Windsor. Two of his pieces followed, with first his beautiful 
Prelude then the gentle Reverie. 
 
One of Andrew Fletcher’s favourite works, Vierne’s 
Carillon de Westminster, was the choice to provide a 
barnstorming finale to today’s recital.             TS 
 
Peter Morris Recital at Walsall Town Hall, Thursday 
16

th
 January 2014 

 
Continuing his theme for this series of A–Z of organ 
composers, today we arrived at the ‘D’ box, which turned 
out to be more of a challenge to find suitable pieces than 
Peter had at first expected. 
 
Paul Dukas, best-known for his Sorcerer’s Apprentice, was 
intensely self-critical and he abandoned and destroyed 
many of his compositions. Fanfare from La Peri was the 
choice to open today’s recital. 
 
Pierre Dumage’s Suite du Premier Ton comprises eight 
pieces, including the two played today, Basse de 
Trompette, showing to good effect one of the Trumpets on 
the Town Hall organ, and Grand Jeu. Peter is due to give 
a recital at Bradford Cathedral on 12

th
 February, and the 

composer Delius was born in Bradford, before moving to 
Florida and finally settling in Paris. He became paralysed 
and blind in later life, and Eric Fenby wrote down music 
dictated to him by Delius when he could no longer write it 
down himself, and it was Fenby who transcribed for organ 
this next well-known orchestral work, On hearing the First 
Cuckoo in Spring. Also known for writing a piece about Le 
Coucou was the child prodigy Louis-Claude D’aquin, but it 
is his distinctive Noel X, based on a carol with clever 
variations, that was featured in today’s programme. 
 
Two pieces by Dvorak followed, Humouresque, orginally 
written for piano, and then the beautiful slow movement 
from the New World Symphony, which for those of us of a 
certain age, will forever conjure up a picture of a boy on a 
bike trudging up a hill in the Hovis advert! 
 
To conclude, Peter turned to Dubois, with firstly a piece he 
found at the bottom of the ’D’ box, a jolly little piece called 
Marietta, which for me was reminiscent of the style of 
Lefébure-Wély, then the thrilling Toccata in G, providing 
the finale, and for me the highlight, of today’s recital.   TS 

Thomas Trotter Recital at Symphony Hall, 
Birmingham, Monday 20

th
 January 2014 

 
In his introduction to this well-attended recital, Thomas 
Trotter observed that today is regarded as the most 
depressing day of the year, giving it the name ‘Blue 
Monday’, and Thomas promised to do his best to dispel 
the depression with his recital. 
 
Despite describing the organ as ‘The King of Instruments’, 
Mozart composed virtually no organ music until the final 
year of his life, when he was asked to write some pieces 
for an organ in a clock. This music was played on a 
mechanical organ, operated by a rotating cylinder, which 
took the place of a keyboard, and incorporated a 
clockwork mechanism activating the music at regular 
intervals. Suitably re-arranged for keyboards and pedals, 
Fantasia in F Minor K608 now justifiably holds an 
honoured place in the organ repertoire, and provided a 
suitably rousing first contribution to Thomas’s promise to 
dispel ‘the blues’. 
 
Robert Schumann was a fine concert pianist, but an injury 
to his hand caused him to turn to composing, including Six 
Canonic Studies for the pedal-piano, pieces which are 
much favoured and often performed by Thomas Trotter. 
The delicate 3rd study was followed by the lyrical 4

th
 study, 

and then the most popular among organists, the 
distinctive, elegant 5

th
 study. 

 
John Ireland was for 22 years Organist at St Luke’s, 
Chelsea, and his Miniature Suite comprises Intrada, ideal 
for a quiet voluntary before Evensong, followed by 
Villanella and Minuetto-Impromptu, both in a lighter dance-
like style. 
 
Despite having been appointed originally as ‘provisional’ 
organist at Saint-Sulpice in Paris, Widor presided over the 
Cavaillé-Coll organ there for 64 years, and three 
movements of his Symphony No 5 in F Minor provided the 
major work of today’s recital. The theme and variations of 
the glorious first movement, Allegro Vivace, was followed 
by the 4

th
 movement, the serene Adagio, with the theme 

taken by a 4’ flute in the pedals. Thomas played the 5
th
 

movement, Toccata, at the opening recital of the Klais 
organ at Symphony Hall in 2001, and he commented that 
it ‘sounds best when played loudly, and you’re going to 
hear it at its best today!’ We duly did, with Thomas literally 
pulling all the stops out for the climax, including the ear-
splitting Trompette en Chamade! 
 
Another stunning performance, with impeccably chosen 
and managed registrations.             TS 
 
Martyn Rawles Recital at St Alphege, Solihull, 
Wednesday 22

nd
 January 2014 

 
Today’s recital at St Alphege, Solihull, presented an 
opportunity to both visit what was, for me, a new recital 
venue and to also hear Martyn Rawles perform. 
 
St Alphege is a large parish church in a picturesque 
setting in the centre of Solihull. The organ appears to have 
been added to progressively over many years. It was 
rebuilt by Hill & Son in 1888, and then a major rebuild by 
Hill Norman & Beard in 1938, followed by a further major 
rebuild by Nicholson in 1978. The fine case dates from the 
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first half of the 18
th
 century, probably by Thomas 

Schwarbrick, and came originally from St Martin’s, 
Birmingham. It has 3 manuals, but despite a seemingly 
comprehensive 42 speaking stops, including 4 mixtures, 
the lack of a 16’ stop on any of the manuals necessitated 
Martyn having to programme a work by Buxtehude, rather 
than a Franck work as originally intended. 
 
Following St Alphege’s Organist Nicholas Johnson’s 
welcome, Martyn introduced his own programme, opening 
with a flourish with the fantasia Epiphanie by Gaston 
Litaize. Buxtehude’s Wie Schon leuchtet der Morgenstern 
followed, a fantasia on ‘How brightly shines the morning 
star’. 
 
Then all four movements of Mendelssohn’s ever-popular 
Sonata No 2 were followed by J S Bach’s meditative Allein 
Gott in der Höh sei Ehr BWV 662. 
 
To complete his eclectic programme, Martyn chose 
Modale Suite by the Belgian composer Flor Peeters, 
based on Boellmann’s Suite Gothique. The alternating 
passages on the Great and Swell manuals of Koraal, was 
followed first by the delicate Scherzo, then the Adagio. 
The last movement, Toccata, ensured an exuberant finish 
to the recital. 
 
An impeccable performance as always by Martyn Rawles 
for this well-attended recital, and although the organ 
produced a nice range of colours, the siting of the organ is 
perhaps not ideally suited for achieving optimal 
penetration of sound down the nave, regrettably an all too 
familiar story.                TS 
 
 

‘MUSIC IN THE BIBLE’ QUIZ 
 

The following quiz was compiled and submitted by Pat 
Neville to test your knowledge of music in the bible. No 
prize this time, but you can check your answers with those 
on Pg 10: 

 
1. Musical instruments are first mentioned in chapter 4 of 
which book of the Bible? 

(a)  Genesis   (b) Exodus   (c) Numbers   (d) Joshua 

2. What instrument did Miriam, Aaron’s sister play? 

(a)  harp   (b)  flute   (c)  tambourine  (d)  timbrel   (e)  none 

3. According to the picture given in Numbers of life in the 
wilderness, how old did a musician have to be before he 
was qualified to take part in worship in the 
Tent/Tabernacle? 

(a)  12   (b)  20   (c)  25  (d)  30 

4. How many were qualified musicians? 

(a)  28   (b)  68   (c)  118  (d)  580   (e)  5,500  (f)  8,580 

5. At what age did the musicians retire? 

(a)  Never   (b)  70   (c)  60   (d)  50 

6. How many trumpeters played marching round the walls 
of Jericho? 

(a)  7   (b)  28   (c)  70  (d)  100   (e)   None 

7. How many instruments had King David made, according 
to I Chronicles? 

(a) 50   (b) 100   (c) 250   (d) 2,250   (e) 4,000   (f) None 

8. In King David’s time how were musicians' duties 
chosen? 

(a)  by casting lots   (b)  by the King 

9. Jesus’ mother, Mary, said what we call the Magnificat.  
Who is recorded as saying similar words? 

(a) Sarah   (b) Rebecca   (c) Hannah   (d) Ruth 

(e) Ben Sirach (who wrote Ecclesiasticus) (f) None of 
these 

10. Paul and who else were praying and singing to God at 
midnight whilst other prisoners were listening? 

(a)  Barnabas   (b)  Mark   (c)  Luke   (d) Silas 
 
 

FORTHCOMING LOCAL ORGAN RECITALS 
 
LDOA Members’ Recitals/Events 
 
Andrew McMillan 
Annual Benevolent Fund Recital at St Bartholomew’s 
Parish Church, Church Lane, Quorn, Leicestershire, LE12 
8DP at 3 pm on Saturday 8

th
 February 2014. Joint recital 

by Andrew McMillan, Kieren Maplesden (Bursary Student), 
Ian Imlay and Phillip Herbert (Hon. Sec. of Leicester & 
District Organists’ Assoc.) 
 
Andrew is playing: Fugue and Allegro Vivace from Vierne’s 
Symphony No 1, + Prelude on Londonderry Air by Noel 
Rawsthorne. The three other organists are contributing a 
diverse range of works from J S Bach and Cesar Franck to 
Andrew Lloyd Webber and Scott Joplin.   
 
Peter Morris - Walsall Town Hall 
The Walsall Town Hall 2013/14 recital series continues, 
generally on the third Thursday of the month, with the next 
recital being on Thursday 20

th
 February 2014.  

 
Peter is also giving a lunchtime recital on Wednesday 12

th
 

February 2014, 1:05 – 1:50 pm, at Bradford Cathedral. 
 
Martyn Rawles 
In addition to the recital listed for Lichfield Cathedral, 
Martyn Rawles is giving an organ recital on Saturday 1

st
 

March 2014, 12:00 noon – 1:00 pm at Victoria Hall, Hanley 
 
Cathy Lamb 
We have an LDOA visit planned in September to Central 
Methodist Hall, Walsall, to play the 3 manual 36 stop 
Nicholson & Lord organ, recently rebuilt by Mike 
Thompson at a cost of some £97,000. If you’d like to hear 
the organ played before our visit, Cathy Lamb is giving a 
recital here on Saturday 29

th
 March 2014 at 7.30 pm, and 

I’m sure she would welcome your support for this event. 
 
Pat Neville - Trinity Methodist Church, Shenstone 
A further free lunchtime organ recital will be given on 
Monday 24

th
 March 2014 by Shenstone resident organist 

Pat Neville at 12.45 pm to 1.30 pm. Bring your sandwiches 
– drinks will be available. Come and go as you please. 
 
Mervin Jones - Darlaston Town Hall 
Concert of popular theatre organ music on 2nd Thursday 
of every month, with Mervin Jones at the 3 manual Binns 
Organ, 1.30 to 3.30 pm. 
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Sue Heath-Downey 
Sue is giving a recital at 1:15 pm – 2:00 pm on Saturday 
20

th
 September 2014 at St George’s Metropolitan 

Cathedral, Southwark 
 
Recitals In Local Area (to 30/04/2014) 
 
February 2014 
 
Sat 1 February 2014 • 7:30 • Lichfield Cathedral 
Martyn Rawles (Lichfield Cathedral) – complete 
performance of Messiaen’s ‘La Nativité du Seigneur’ 
 
Sat 1 February 2014 • 3:00 • Symphony Hall, Birmingham 
Stephen Farr with the City of Birmingham Symphony 
Orchestra 
 
Sun 2 February 2014 • 3:00 to 3:45 • Holy Trinity, 
Wordsley 
Paul Carr (St Paul’s, Birmingham) 
 
Mon 3 February 2014 • 1:00 to 2:00 • Birmingham Town 
Hall 
Thomas Trotter (Birmingham City Organist), Fauré 
Requiem with Birmingham Conservatoire Choir, conducted 
by Paul Spicer (LDOA honorary member) 
 
Thurs 6 February 2014 • 1:00 • West Bromwich Town Hall 
Jean Martyn 
 
Thurs 6 February 2014 • 1:15 to 1:45 • St Paul’s, 
Birmingham 
Paul Carr (St Paul’s, Birmingham) 
 
Frid 7 February 2014 • 1:00 to 1:45 • Emmanuel, Wylde 
Green 
Andrew Fletcher (Birmingham University) 
 
Sat 8 February 2014 • 3:00 • St Bartholomew’s Parish 
Church, Quorn 
Andrew McMillan, Phillip Herbert, Ian Imlay, and Kieren 
Maplesden. Annual Benevolent Fund recital. 
 
Sun 16 February 2014 • 3:00 to 3:45 • St James’ 
Methodist Church, Pensnett 
Andrew Briggs (Dudely) 
 
Mon 17 February 2014 • 1:00 to 2:00 • Birmingham Town 
Hall 
Thomas Trotter (Birmingham City Organist), celebrating 
the 150

th
 anniversary of the RCO with a programme of 

music by past Presidents. 
 
Tues 18 February 2014 • 1:00 to 1:40 • St Andrew’s, 
Rugby 
Tim Campain (Warwick Road Reformed Church) 
 
Thurs 20 February 2014 • 1:00 to 2:00 • Walsall Town Hall 
Peter Morris (Walsall Town Hall) 
 
Sat 22 February 2014 • 12:00 to 1:00 • Malvern Priory 
Weston Jennings (Canterbury Cathedral) 
 
Wed 26 February 2014 • 1:10 to 2:00 • St Alphege, Solihull 
John Pryer (Alexandra Palace) 
 
 

March 2014 
 
Sat 1 March 2014 • 12:00 to 1:00 • Victoria Hall, Hanley 
Martyn Rawles (Lichfield Cathedral) 
 
Sun 2 March 2014 • 3:00 to 3:45 • Holy Trinity, Wordsley 
Paul Carr (St Paul’s, Birmingham) 
 
Mon 17 February 2014 • 1:00 to 2:00 • Birmingham Town 
Hall 
Thomas Trotter (Birmingham City Organist), St David’s 
Day Celebration 
 
Thurs 6 March 2014 • 1:00 • West Bromwich Town Hall 
Chris Powell 
 
Thurs 6 March 2014 • 1:15 to 1:45 • St Paul’s, Birmingham 
Paul Carr (St Paul’s, Birmingham) 
 
Thurs 6 March 2014 • 2:00 to 4:15 • Burton-on-Trent Town 
Hall 
Arthur Tipper (Burton-on-Trent Town Hall) 
 
Frid 7 March 2014 • 1:00 to 1:45 • Emmanuel, Wylde 
Green 
Andrew Fletcher (Birmingham University) 
 
Mon 17 March 2014 • 1:00 to 2:00 • Birmingham Town 
Hall 
Thomas Trotter (Birmingham City Organist) 
 
Wed 19 March 2014 • 7:30 • Symphony Hall, Birmingham 
Cameron Carpenter (Concert Organist) 
 
Mon 24

th
 March 2014 • 12:45 to 1:30 • Trinity Methodist 

Church, Shenstone 
Pat Neville (Trinity Methodist Church, Shenstone) 
 
Wed 26 March 2014 • 1:10 to 2:00 • St Alphege, Solihull 
Nicholas Johnson (St Alphege) 
 
Sat 29

th
 March 2014 • 1:30 • St Chad’s, Birmingham 

Carleton Etherington (Tewkesbury Abbey)   
 
Sat 29

th
 March 2014 • 7:30 •  Central Methodist Hall, 

Walsall 
Cathy Lamb (Lichfield Cathedral) 
 
Mon 31 March 2014 • 1:00 to 2:00 • Birmingham Town 
Hall 
Thomas Trotter (Birmingham City Organist) C P E Bach 
300

th
 Anniversary Concert 

 
April 2014 
 
Thurs 3 April 2014 • 1:00 • West Bromwich Town Hall 
Jonathan Clarke 
 
Thurs 3 April 2014 • 1:15 to 1:45 • St Paul’s, Birmingham 
Paul Carr (St Paul’s, Birmingham) 
 
Frid 4 April 2014 • 1:00 to 1:45 • Emmanuel, Wylde Green 
Andrew Fletcher (Birmingham University) 
 
Sat 5 April 2014 • 12:00 to 1:00 • Malvern Priory 
Peter Dyke (Hereford Cathedral) 
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Sun 6 April 2014 • 3:00 to 3:45 • Holy Trinity, Wordsley 
Paul Carr (St Paul’s, Birmingham) 
 
Mon 7 April 2014 • 6:30 • St Mary’s Collegiate Church, 
Warwick 
Richard Cook (St Mary’s Collegiate Church, Warwick) 
 
Wed 9 April 2014 • 6:30 • St Mary’s Collegiate Church, 
Warwick 
Mark Swinton (St Mary’s Collegiate Church, Warwick) 
 
Frid 11 April 2014 • 6:30 • St Mary’s Collegiate Church, 
Warwick 
Anthony Hammond (Cirencester Parish Church) 
 
Palm Sunday 13 April 2014 • 2:00 • Symphony Hall, 
Birmingham 
David Goode (Eton College, Windsor) 
 
Mon 14 April 2014 • 1:00 to 2:00 • Birmingham Symphony 
Hall 
Thomas Trotter (Birmingham City Organist), family concert 
with presenter Jeremy Nicholas 
 
Sat 19 April 2014 • 12:00 to 1:00 • Victoria Hall, Hanley 
Ian Tracey (Liverpool Cathedral) 
 
Wed 23 April 2014 • 1:10 to 2:00 • St Alphege, Solihull 
Jonathan Cunliffe (Parish of Little Venice, West London) 
 
Mon 28 April 2014 • 1:00 to 2:00 • Birmingham Town Hall 
Thomas Trotter (Birmingham City Organist) 
 
Royal Festival Hall Organ Recitals 
 
Whilst not a local venue, members may be interested to 
know that, following the long-awaited £2.3m refurbishment 
of the magnificent Harrison & Harrison organ at the Royal 
Festival Hall, London, a series of recitals has been 
planned for 2014. The Organ Gala Launch Concert takes 
place on Tuesday 18

th
 March 2014, featuring John Scott, 

Jane-Parker Smith, Isabelle Demers and David Goode, 
and this will be the first time the whole organ has been 
heard in public since 2005. Further recitals are planned 
through to June 2014, with celebrity organists including 
John Scott, Thomas Trotter, James O’Donnell, Olivier 
Latry with Shin-Young Lee, Cameron Carpenter and 
Stephen Disley. Tickets are now on sale for these recitals.  
 
For a complete listing of organ recitals in the UK and 
further details go to www.organrecitals.com 
For details of recital organ specifications go to the National 
Pipe Organ Register at www.npor.org.uk  

 
 

QUIZ ANSWERS 
 

1. a    Genesis   4   v 21 
2. c   and   d      tambourine and timbrel      Exodus 15 v 20      
2 marks or if you have only c or d 1 mark.   It depends on 
which version of the Bible you use. 
3. d  and  c         30 and 25         30 is in Numbers 4 v 47 
                                                    25 is in Numbers 8 v 24 
            2 marks, or if you have only d or c 1 mark 
4. f    8,580    Numbers 4 v 48 
5. d    50     Numbers 8 v 25 
6. a     7      Joshua 6 verses 4, 6, 8 and 13 
7. e    4,000    1 Chron 23 v 5 
8. a    by casting lots    1  Chron 25 v 8 
9. c  and e  Hannah  (1 Samuel 2 v 1-10) &  Ecclesiasticus  
10 v 14-20.  The book of Ecclesiasticus was known to the 
Jews in the 3

rd
 century BC to the 1

st
 century AD. Two 

marks if you have c and e, or 1 mark if either c or e. 
10. d   Silas    Acts  16 v 25 
 
 

VACANCY 
 

As the following position remains unfilled, we have been 
requested to run the advert again in this issue of the 
newsletter: 
 
The organist at St Giles Willenhall has decided to retire 
after many years, and a replacement is sought. Details as 
follows: 
 
Church: St Giles Willenhall (WV13 2ER) 
Churchmanship - central catholic 
Organ: 1890, 3 manual Hill in good condition 
Small choir 
Sunday services: 11.15 am sung Parish Eucharist 
Occasional evening service (3 or 4 times per year) 
Good number of occasional offices 
Choir practice to suit organist 
RSCM rates 
 
Initial enquiries by email or phone to: 
 
The Rev'd Andrew Welsby CMP 
St Giles Vicarage 
Walsall Street 
Willenhall WV13 2ER 
Tel: 01902 605722 
E-mail: andrew.welsby@hotmail.co.uk

 
LICHFIELD & DISTRICT ORGANISTS’ ASSOCIATION CONTACTS 

 
President: Martyn Rawles, FRCO 
Chairman: David Gumbley, 0121 308 4845, e-mail Davidgumbley@msn.com  
Secretary: Pam Strong, 01543 433368, e-mail Pamstrong5@aol.com 
Treasurer: Mike Rudd, 01543 480411, e-mail mike.rudd@fotas.co.uk  
Newsletter Editor: Trevor Smedley, 01543 319329, e-mail trevorsmedley@ntlworld.com 
 
Editorial Note - next Newsletter is planned for April 2014, with deadline for submission of items for inclusion of 
24/03/14, to Trevor Smedley by e-mail as above, or by mail to 8 The Parchments, Lichfield, Staffordshire, WS13 7NA
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