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FEBRUARY 2013 NEWSLETTER 

 

 
RECENT LDOA VISIT 

 
Wednesday 5

th
 December 2012 – Annual Dinner 

 
Our 2012 Annual Dinner was held for the first time at The 
Hedgehog in Lichfield on Wednesday 5

th
 December. 

Thirteen members accepted the invitation, and we enjoyed 
an informal evening in our own cosy secluded section of 
the restaurant.  
 
There was an extensive choice of excellent food from both 
the 3 course Festive Menu and the normal à la carte 
menu, accompanied by much talk about all things ‘organ’. 
A most enjoyable social evening, with the busy diaries of 
members in the run up to Christmas perhaps limiting the 
numbers able to attend the event.  
 
Our thanks to Pam Strong for an excellent choice of 
venue.                TS 
 
Saturday 12

th
 January 2013 visit to Eccleshall and 

Gnosall 
 
Holy Trinity Church, Eccleshall 
 
Our first visit of 2013 involved a trip through the 
Staffordshire countryside on a chilly winter’s day, firstly to 
Eccleshall, a small town a few miles northwest of Stafford. 
Given that the visit was a little further afield than our 
normal visits, and the chilly weather, it was good to see 12 
members making the visit. 
 

 
Holy Trinity Church, Eccleshall  

 
Holy Trinity Church is picturesquely set just off the High St, 
and is steeped in history. Whilst there are indications of 
earlier churches on the site, it is believed that a small 
Norman church was founded in Eccleshall, and this in turn 
was replaced by the present structure, the foundations and 
pillars dating from c.1189 when Hugo Nonant was Bishop. 
In the 13th century, the old Norman chancel was replaced 

with one in the Early English style which is only eight feet 
shorter than the nave. In the 15th century came the 
addition of the lovely clerestory of perpendicular design 
and the tower was raised to its present height. 
 

From that time the church has changed little externally, but 
the inside has been greatly altered. In the days of the 
Plantagenet kings and later, the walls were plastered with 
coats of arms and biblical themes, and armorial shields 
were also depicted in the medieval stained glass windows. 
 

Church’s internal appearance today is closely linked to the 
story of a much-loved Bishop of Lichfield. In the 1860s 
work began on a major restoration of the church’s interior 
intended to mark the 25

th
 anniversary of John Lonsdale 

becoming bishop in 1843. But he died – suddenly – before 
the project could be completed, and so the changes which 
should have been a celebration of his life became instead 
his memorial. 
 

It was understandable that Eccleshall’s parishioners 
should have wished to celebrate Lonsdale’s many years 
as bishop. It was not only that his passing, on October 19

th
 

1867, had brought “universal sorrow”. He lived nearby at 
the castle and had a strong bond with the parish church, 
using it as a “mini cathedral” and carrying out many 
ceremonies there, which normally would have taken place 
in Lichfield. Over the years, for instance, he ordained 567 
deacons and 646 priests in Eccleshall. He was the last 
Bishop of Lichfield to reside at Eccleshall Castle, breaking 
a tradition going back many centuries. 
 

 
Holy Trinity Church, looking down the Nave towards the 

Chancel, with the organ on the left in the N. Chancel aisle 
 

LICHFIELD & DISTRICT ORGANISTS’ 

ASSOCIATION 

Founded 1926 
 

President: Martyn Rawles, FRCO 
 

 
 

LDOA 



 2 

Another major project which was to greatly enhance the 
interior of the church stemmed from a tragedy which hit a 
prominent local family in the 1920s. Susan Mary Lowe, of 
Sugnall Hall, near Eccleshall, had died of meningitis in 
1927, at the age of 21, and her grieving parents decided 
that some improvement to the church would be the best 
way to remember her. At that time, to the north of the 
chancel, was a dark and gloomy chapel which was hardly 
ever used, and an old manually pumped organ. 

The Lowes decided to refurbish the chapel and also give a 
new organ, which would have a carved casing to link in 
with the chapel. William Douglas Caroe, an eminent 
architect of Danish descent, who was chosen to plan the 
work, decided to use limed oak for the panels and 
carvings. Bridgemans of Lichfield, having carved the 
reredos, were again employed to carry out the ornate 
carving. 

The organ was the work of Hill Norman & Beard, circa 
1930, and with its enormous casing, has three manuals. It 
was undoubtedly regarded by parishioners as an immense 
improvement – except by the choirboys who had been 
used to earning sixpence an hour for pumping the old 
instrument! 

 
The organ of Holy Trinity, Eccleshall 

 
The specification of the organ is: 
 
Pedal 
Open Diapason 16’, Bourdon 16’ 
 
Choir 
Dulciana 8’, Viol di Gamba 8’, Stopped Diapason 8’, Clear 
Flute 4’, Flageolet 2’, Clarinet 8’ 
 
Great 
Open Diapason 8’, Stopped Diapason 8’, Principal 4’, 
Nason Flute 4’, Twelfth 2

2
/3, Fifteenth 2’, Sesquialtra III, 

Trumpet 8’ 
 
Swell 
Bourdon 16’, Open Diapason 8’, Stopped Diapason 8’, 
Principal 4’, Fifteenth 2’, Mixture II, Cornopean 8’, Oboe 8’ 
 
Then it was over to our members to see if the organ 
sounded as impressive as the casing in which it is housed, 
and most players in our group took advantage of this 
opportunity.  
 

 
Pat Neville at the organ console of  

Holy Trinity Church, Eccleshall 
 
Whilst the organ is more than adequate for its primary role, 
it’s probably fair to say that it has a rather gentile 
character. It doesn’t quite live up to its impressive 
appearance, with the pedal department being somewhat 
limited and requiring use of manual to pedal couplers to 
enhance it. The position of the player underneath the 
casing also makes it difficult to gain a true impression of 
the sound from this position. 
 
The vicar, Reverend James Graham, joined us during the 
morning and we are most grateful to him for allowing us to 
visit his church, explaining some of its history, and the 
opportunity to sample the organ. 
 
St Lawrence’s Church, Gnosall 
 
Suitably fortified by the excellent food on offer at ‘The Bell’ 
pub, and other local hostelries, we embarked on the short 
journey to the village of Gnosall. At St Lawrence’s Church 
we were greeted by Peter Gillard and Norman. 
 
Peter is a member of the Shrewsbury & District Organists’ 
& Choirmasters’ Association, and as he has been 
associated with the organ at St Lawrence’s for over 40 
years, was able to give a most interesting talk on this 
historic church and its organ. 
 

 
St Lawrence’s Church, Gnosall 

 
For well over a thousand years, perhaps as many as 1200 
years, a great building dedicated to Christian worship has 
stood on the sandstone outcrop, overlooking the Doley 
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brook. This ancient Minster has become the Parish Church 
of St. Lawrence, Gnosall. The Norman Conquest made 
little immediate difference to village life or to the way in 
which the Church was organized. In the Domesday Book, 
are the first written records of Gnosall. The community 
flourished and a second building phase was undertaken, 
resulting in the Saxon church being over-built in the new, 
Norman, style. This had a tower, supported by massive 
piers with rounded arches, a nave, a chancel and 
transepts. 
 
In the 13

th
 Century, aisles were added to the nave, 

possibly to improve the lighting. Then, in the 15
th
 Century 

the tower was heightened to 22 metres (72 feet), the roof 
was raised to make way for clerestory (upper storey) 
windows and Gothic style West window, and the side 
aisles heightened and enlarged. The next major change 
was that which took place during the Reformation, when 
the rood screen was removed and the church “re-ordered” 
to fit in, once more, with developments in theological 
thinking and the demands of a changing population. 
 
In the early 19th century, the walls were all plastered and 
a gallery inserted with an external stairway through the 
west lancet windows. Improving texts on the walls were in 
vogue, an example of which can be seen under the tower 
by the pulpit. The gallery was needed to accommodate the 
increase in population and the fact that they were all 
required to attend church regularly. In the late 1870′s, all 
the plaster was scraped or hacked off, destroying many of 
the old mediaeval frescoes; the gallery was removed, the 
pulpit replaced and the pews, as we see them today, 
installed. 
 
In the 20

th
 century, further developments in liturgical 

thinking brought more changes; the “Nave” altar (actually 
sited in the crossing beneath the tower); the baptistry; 
choir stalls; electric lights; central heating. The new vestry 
was dedicated in 1994. The church is now a centre of 
worship for both Anglican and Roman Catholic 
communities, and also welcomes the local Methodist 
community from time to time for ecumenical worship. 
 

 
The Nave of St Lawrence’s Church, Gnosall. Looking 

towards the Crossing and through to the Chancel 
 

Peter handed out a very informative leaflet he produced in 
2002 on the history of the organ at St Lawrence, and this 
refers to the Churchwardens’ Records for 1534 making 
mention of a ‘payre of organnes’ in the then extant rood 
loft, which disappeared during The Reformation, and with 
it in all likelihood the organ. There is no record of an organ 
in the church from that point until a report in 1876 shows 
that there was an organ in the building, prior to the 
installation of the present organ in 1876 in the N. transept. 
 
The organ was by Banfield of Birmingham, a much 
respected Midland’s builder, at a cost of ‘300 guineas’. 
The old hand blowing system was replaced by an electric 
blower in 1958, and Messrs Oakes did some work on the 
organ in 1968, but by 1984 it was clear that attention was 
needed.  
 
The removal of the windchests was undertaken by Messrs 
Hawkins of Lichfield, and Mike Thompson undertook all 
the rest of the work and remains responsible for tuning 
and maintenance. The organ was stripped and cleaned, 
five ranks of pipes provided for in the original specification 
were installed and the pedal organ was enlarged by 
adding two extended ranks. The original tracker system 
was retained and the new pedal work was electrified. In 
addition, the swell mechanism was improved by installing 
a balanced swell pedal and the wind pressure raised from 
3” to 3

1
/4”, thus brightening the tone. The organ was re-

dedicated in 1986 by Canon W J Turner, the then 
Precentor of Lichfield Cathedral, and the opening recital 
was given by the late Hilary Newton of Stafford. 

 

 
The console of St Lawrence’s, Gnosall. Note the Pedal 

Department stops above the Swell keyboard 
 
The very comprehensive specification for a two manual 
organ as it stands today is: 
 
Pedal 
Open Wood 16’, Bourdon 16’, Flute 8’, Octave Quint 5

1
/3’, 

Choral flute 4’, Contra Fagotto 16’, Bassoon 8’ 
 
Great 
Open Diapason One 8’, Open Diapason Two 8’, Stopped 
Diapason 8’, Clarabella 8’, Viola da Gamba, 8’, Principal 
4’, Wald Flute 4’, Fifteenth 2’, Mixture III, Trumpet 8’ 
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Swell 
Double Dulciana 16’, Open Diapason 8’, Stopped 
Diapason 8’, Salicional 8’, Principal 4’, Fifteenth 2’, Mixture 
III, Oboe 8’, Cornopean 8’ 
 
Again most players in our group took advantage of the 
opportunity to try the organ, and the organ proved to have 
a bright full tone, speaking very well into the Nave, and 
with the comprehensive specification making for a very 
flexible instrument of great character. A fine organ indeed. 

 

 
David Gumbley at the organ of St Lawrence’s, Gnosall 

 

 
Andrew McMillan at the organ of St Lawrence’s, Gnosall 
 
We are indebted to Peter Gillard and Norman for being 
most generous with their time, and extend our deepest 
sympathy to Peter on the tragic death of his wife Isabel on 
Christmas Eve. 
 
Two excellent visits, with the two churches having similar 
interesting histories, but two very contrasting organs.  TS  
 
 

FORTHCOMING LDOA VISITS  
 
Saturday 23

rd
 February visit to All Saints Four Oaks 

 
Visit to All Saints Four Oaks, commencing at 2.30 pm to 
play the 4 manual organ, the inaugural recital of which was 

given by Ian Tracey in March 2012 following the 
restoration by Peter Spencer. All Saints can be found near 
the traffic lights at the top of Belwell Lane, Sat Nav code 
B74 4TR. There is an ample car park behind the church, 
accessed from Belwell Lane. 
 

 
Locator Map for All Saints Church, Four Oaks 

 
 
Saturday 27

th
 April 2013 Shenstone area organ crawl 

and 2013 AGM 
 
Commencing at 11 am, organ crawl to Shenstone 
Methodist Church, St Peter’s Little Aston and Shenstone 
Parish Church. The visit will also include our 2013 AGM. 
 
Saturday 8

th
 June 2013, St Augustine’s, Rugeley 

 
Visit commencing at 2 pm (3 manual 29 speaking stop 
Nicholson organ). 
 
Saturday 21

st
 September 2013 Shrewsbury organ 

crawl 
 
Visit to Shrewsbury by arrangement with David Leeke to 
St Chad’s (3 manual Norman & Beard, rebuilt by 
Nicholson 1963, then major rebuild by Harrison in 2011), 
then St Mary’s (4 manual Binns, 1912), then St Alkmund 
(2 manual Harrison & Harrison 1931, which for many years 
was in the chapel of Addington Palace), and finally Choral 
Evensong in St Chad’s, sung by St Chad’s Choir. Should 
be a superb visit to three very different but fine organs. 
 
Saturday 9

th
 November 2013, President’s Evening at 

Lichfield Cathedral 
 
Evensong and visit hosted by Martyn Rawles. 
 
Annual Dinner (Date and venue tba) 
 
It has been suggested that we should join with the 
Birmingham Organists’ Association and have a joint 
Annual Dinner, with guest speaker. A mutually convenient 
venue to the north of Birmingham has been suggested. No 
date discussed as yet, but Pam Strong has requested that 
members interested in attending the Annual Dinner send 
their views to her by e-mail, so that she can give some 
feedback to the Birmingham Organists’ Association. 
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St Mary’s, Albrighton 
 
Pam Strong is hoping to arrange an additional 2013 visit to 
St Mary Magdalene, Albrighton (2 manual organ originally 
by Jardine, and recently the subject of a major rebuild). 
Then provisionally on to St Mary & St Chad, Brewood (2 
manual organ built by J J Binns in 1910, with a major 
rebuild completed in 2012). An update on this will be in the 
next newsletter. 
 
 

NEWS FROM THE LDOA COMMITTEE 
 
Young Person’s Cathedral Organ Day, Saturday 2

nd
 

February 2013, Lichfield Cathedral 
 
Presented by Martyn Rawles, Cathy Lamb, Eric Lunt, 
Steve Mansfield, plus King Edward VI teacher Warren 
Dransfield-Scott, and Trevor Smedley, this pipe organ 
experience event is targeted at children 10-13 years of 
age. We are most grateful to the Lichfield Cathedral 
Chapter for accommodating this hands-on event, and so 
far we have received 22 applications for what promises to 
be a most interesting, enjoyable and educational event. 
 
2013 Subscriptions 
 
Please note that subscriptions for 2013 were due on 1

st
 

January 2013. Despite the now confirmed increase to £4 
in the IAO capitation fee we will be charged for 2013, as 
agreed at the AGM our subscription fees for 2013 remain 
unchanged at: 
 
Individual membership - £11, Joint membership - £16.50, 
students in full time education and honorary members – 
free. 
 
Our thanks to those members who have now paid their 
subscription. For members who have yet to pay, your co-
operation in paying promptly would be greatly appreciated. 
Whilst for students membership is free, please contact Pat 
Neville (01543 481195) to confirm that you wish to 
continue with your membership in 2013.  
 
Next Committee Meeting 
 
The date of the next Committee Meeting is tba.  
 
 

MEMBERS’ NEWS 
 
Trevor Frankling 
 
We are greatly saddened to report the death on Christmas 
Day of Trevor Frankling. Trevor had been a member of our 
Association for many years until the end of 2011, when 
dementia made it difficult for him to continue with his 
membership. 
 
Many years ago, Trevor was organist at Gravelly Hill 
Methodist Church, and when it closed he moved to 
Boldmere Methodist Church, where our member Ken 
Turner is now the organist.  The funeral service was held 
at Boldmere on Tuesday 15

th
 January 2013, with our 

Chairman David Gumbley playing for the service. 
 

Having only known Trevor in recent years when he was 
not in the best of health, it was illuminating to hear of his 
earlier life via the tributes paid to him in the service. Trevor 
was born near Belper in 1927, but later moved to the 
Midlands. He was educated at Lichfield Grammar School 
and then went to work for GEC at Witton, and did his 
National Service in the RAF. He had many and varied 
interests, including the Rover P4 Drivers Guild, Meccano 
Club, our Association, the Cinema Organ Society, and 
went to classes to learn Dutch. He was always willing to 
help others, and in this regard was a volunteer for the 
Birmingham Talking Newspaper Association for the blind, 
and played the piano to entertain the residents of a local 
residential home. Indeed a tape of him playing at the 
home, recorded in September 2000, was used in the 
funeral service, with a short extract from the tape of 
Trevor’s accomplished playing of ‘La Mere’. 
  
His wife Marion died in 1999, and Trevor lived with his 
daughter Christine, to whom we extend our deepest 
sympathy and to the rest of his family. 
 
New Member 
 
We are delighted to welcome a new member: 
 
Peter Anthony Edwards 
 
Having now retired, Peter is taking up once again his 
interest in playing the organ. He has a keyboard at home 
and has access to the organ at his local church of St 
Bartholomew, Hints. He is looking to have organ lessons 
in the near future. 
 
We look forward to meeting Peter on our future visits. 
 
 

LICHFIELD CATHEDRAL NEWS/EVENTS 
 
Organ Recitals 2013 
 
In advance of official publication, some dates for your diary 
for the Autumn 2013 Evening Organ Recital Series at 
Lichfield Cathedral: 
 

 Tuesday 24
th
 September – Cathy Lamb (Lichfield 

Cathedral) 
 

 Tuesday 15
th
 October - Andrew Lumsden (Winchester 

Cathedral), paying a welcome return to Lichfield 
 

 Tuesday 12
th
 November – Prof. Ian Tracey (Liverpool 

Cathedral) 
 

 Tuesday 3
rd

 December - Martyn Rawles (Lichfield 
Cathedral) 

 
No information as yet about Summer lunchtime organ 
recitals. 
 
 

IAO MATTERS 
 
London Organ Day, Saturday 23

rd
 February 2013 

 
Based at the Royal Festival Hall, where the epoch-making 
Harrison & Harrison organ has been undergoing an 
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extensive and lengthy restoration, prior to reopening in 
early 2014. The event includes a ‘live’ voicing 
demonstration by Andrew Scott of H & H, and a recital by 
the principal soloist Kevin Bowyer. Online booking 
available via www.londonorganday.co.uk  
 
Yorkshire Organ Day, Saturday 4

th
 May 2013 

 
Will be held at Leeds with the theme: ‘The playing of 
French Organ Music on English Organs’. Venues include 
Leeds Minster, Leeds College of Music and St 
Bartholomew’s, Armley. 
 
IOA Nurnberg Congress 2013, 25

th
-30

th
 July 2013 

 
To be based in the historic city of Nurnberg, Germany. The 
Congress hotel is Le Meridien Grand. 
 
Kent County Organists’ Association Organ Festival, 
Saturday 5

th
 October 2013 

 
Will be held at All Saints Church, Maidstone. 
 
West of England & S E Wales Region Organ Day, 
Saturday 12

th
 October 2013 

 
Will be held at Tewkesbury. 
 
An Adopted Lancastrian – book on the life of Dr J H 
Reginald Dixon  
 
The organist, composer and inventor Dr J H Reginald 
Dixon was a founder member of the IAO, and a new book 
tracing his life has been written by Joan Johnson, who has 
requested our assistance in publicising it amongst our 
members. Anyone interested in purchasing a copy contact 
the author via Tel. 01388 607710, or E-mail: 
jjpiano@tiscali.co.uk. 
 
Derby & District Organists’ Association 
 
We have been advised by our friends in the DDOA that 
they are planning to produce a CD of Derbyshire organs, 
and would welcome advice from any association with 
experience of doing this sort of thing. 
 
  

CARLO CURLEY – POSTSCRIPT 
  
In the October 2012 Newsletter, a tribute to Carlo Curley 
was featured and in the December 2012 Newsletter, an 
account by our member Colin Brookes of the moving 
Memorial Service at Pershore Abbey was featured. Both 
Colin and I were rather puzzled as to how a North Carolina 
born international organist, having now made his UK home 
in Melton Mowbray, came to have such an affection for 
Pershore Abbey that his ashes were interred there.  
 
I am most grateful to Rev’d Kenneth Crawford, Vicar of 
Pershore Abbey, for kindly furnishing me with the following 
explanation, which is shared below with the rest of our 
members via this newsletter: 
 
The reason Carlo loved Pershore Abbey so much was (a) 
because the building has such a wonderful acoustic for an 
organ, (b) because he felt very close to the history of the 
place; (c) because I'm the Vicar. Carlo used to come and 

stay for weekends so we could shout and sing about 
everyone and everything; he loved sitting in the summers 
in our extensive front garden with the Abbey and St 
Andrew's Centre towering over the treetops, both of us 
sipping G&T’s as much as possible. 
 
Carlo and I both spoke the same language, musically. I, 
too, studied with the late, wonderful Virgil Fox, and Carlo 
and I really were the only two in the UK who could sit and 
talk about the old times in New York and know exactly 
what each other was saying. Often he or I would drop a 
Fox-ism into the conversation, and the other would fall 
about with laughter - Virgil's accent was to the fore, of 
course! 
 
All these subtle nuances - and Carlo could be wonderfully 
subtle - melded together to form an impression of 
Pershore Abbey, which made him long to be part of it on a 
regular basis. Sadly, he won't know it again, but his 
manager and I felt that the Abbey would be a wonderful 
final resting place for his ashes. Fortunately, many have 
agreed. 
 
Rev’d Kenneth Crawford, Vicar of Pershore Abbey. 
 
 

RECENT LOCAL ORGAN RECITALS REVIEWS 
 
Pat Neville/Trevor Smedley Recital, Trinity Methodist 
Church, Shenstone, Monday 3rd December 2012 
   
For quite a time organ lovers have enjoyed the regular 
monthly organ recitals given by our treasurer Pat Neville 
on the organ of Shenstone Methodist Church where Pat is 
the organist. The recital on Monday 3

rd
 December, given 

to a packed church, had Pat joined by Trevor Smedley for 
a sparkling Seasonal special which was much enjoyed 
with a good turnout of other Lichfield and District Organists 
members squeezing into the last available seats. 
 
Pat opened with ‘A Virgin Unspotted’ by Richard Drakeford 
composed in 1960, contrasted by the Great Master J S 
Bach with the aria ‘Slumber Beloved’ from the Christmas 
Oratorio. Both were skilfully registered especially for such 
a small organ, however Pat knows the full range of 
possibilities for this particular organ, and of course it 
shows in performance. 
  
Pat then treated us to ‘Noel étranger’ by Louis-Claude 
d’Acquin – yes I didn’t know him either - but I understand 
that he was an organist in Paris at Notre-Dame in 1755.  
He died in 1772 and not 1792 as the otherwise excellent 
notes in the programme have it. 
 
Trevor then played ‘O Holy Night’ by Adolphe Adam- very 
commendably indeed, and followed it by two works by 
Noel Rawsthorne both Preludes on Carols ‘Hark the 
Herald’, and Adeste Fideles, indeed I think Trevor would 
have been at home with Liverpool Cathedral, certainly the 
organ is easier to play! 
 
Pat’s final contribution was four works by four composers, 
again all of which I’d never heard of, even though I have 
an Honours Degree in music, would you believe! Pat told 
me later that the music was from the James Pinder Library 
which she had acquired, so certainly putting Margaret 
Pinder’s donation to our Association to very good use. 

http://www.londonorganday.co.uk/
mailto:jjpiano@tiscali.co.uk
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First up was a Prelude on ‘O Jesulein süss, O Jesulein 
Mild’ by Michael Gotthardt Fischer, followed by ‘Christmas 
Pastorale’ by Nicholas Jacques Lemmens, pleasantly 
reminding us of gentle Bach, both works written when 
Bach had passed into history and was by then unknown in 
France and Belgium, and indeed Germany until 
Mendelssohn came into the picture. This was followed by 
Noel ‘Puer Nobis Nascitur’ by Nicolas le Bègue i.e. 
Nicholas the Belgian who died in 1702 - once again Pat 
demonstrated her skill of registration and ability to get the 
most out of this organ, finally contributing ‘Allein Gott in 
der Höh’ sei Ehr’ by Gustav Merkel who died in 1885. 
 
Trevor brought the recital to a close with  ‘Angels’ Carol’ 
by John Rutter , and keeping the best to last, The Chorale 
Prelude on ‘In Dulci Jubilo’ BWV 729 by Bach, indeed a 
personal favourite of mine. 
Warm applause for both players produced an encore by 
Trevor of Noel Rawsthorne’s arrangement of “We wish you 
a Merry Christmas!”, which brought to an end (at least for 
this year) a series of excellent organ recitals enjoyed by 
substantial audiences, and I am sure that I can speak for 
those audiences when I say that the tea was pretty good 
as well!                   Colin J Brookes 
 
Sue Heath-Downey Recital, Chapel of St John the 
Baptist, Lichfield, Saturday 8

th
 December 2012 

 
The Chapel of St John the Baptist, Lichfield houses a very 
nice two manual 18 stop organ, which was built by Hill 
Norman & Beard in 1972, incorporating pipework from the 
previous Nicholson & Lord organ. The only time I’ve ever 
heard this organ was when it was used for a masterclass 
given by David Saint, as part of the Midlands Organ Day 
based at Lichfield Cathedral in October 2008. This recital 
by Sue Heath-Downey was therefore a rare opportunity to 
hear a recital on this instrument. 
 

 
Sue Heath-Downey at the organ 

of St John’s Chapel, Lichfield 
 
Sue Heath-Downey GRSM, ARCM, ARCO has worked in 
various fields of music, but is now mainly active as a 
choral conductor, organist and tutor. She is Organist & 
Director of Music at St Paul’s, Deptford, and a regular 
visitor to Drayton Bassett. She is conductor of the 
Elizabethan Singers of London, Welcome Singers, 
Rotherhithe & Bermondsey Choral Society and RBCS 
Chamber Orchestra, as well as Organ Tutor for Bacon’s 
College, S London. 
 

For this Christmas recital, Sue introduced her own 
programme, and opened with three carol based works, 
with the first two by David Wilcocks – the lively toccata-like 
Postlude on ‘Mendelssohn’ (Hark the Herald Angels Sing) 
followed by Prelude on ’Irby’ (Once in Royal David’s City). 
The third carol based piece was Prelude on Sussex Carol 
(On Christmas Night) by R. Schulz-Widmar.    
 
Then followed three chorale preludes by J S Bach – the 
lively ‘Watchet auf’ (Zion hears the watchman’s voices), 
then Trio on ‘In Dulci Jubio’, and finally the well-known 
Fantasia on ‘In Dulci Jubilo’ BWV729. 
 
In total contrast Howard Blake’s delightful melody ‘Walking 
in the Air’ (from the Snowman) made the transition to the 
organ beautifully in this arrangement by Richard Gower, 
the score of which is in the OUP Book of Christmas Music. 
Louis-Claude Daquin provided the next two pieces – Noel 
Suisse; Grand Jeu et Duo and Noel: ’Quand Dieu naquit a 
Noel’. Then it was a return to J S Bach for the next two 
pieces, with firstly Aria from the Christmas Oratorio: 
‘Schlafe, mein Liebster’ (Sleep, my darling), and aimed at 
getting children off to sleep, something of which J S Bach 
with his 20 children would no doubt have had lots of 
experience! Secondly, Chorale Prelude ‘Nun freut euch, 
liebe Christen’ (Rejoice, dear Christians). 
 
To conclude her recital, Sue chose Christmas Sleigh-Ride 
– not the well-known Leroy Anderson version, but one 
written a few years ago by Christopher Boodle, a friend of 
Sue’s, and a really jolly, lively piece on which to finish. 
 
An altogether splendid Christmas recital, delivered by a 
most charming lady, but it was rather a shame that it was 
enjoyed by so few people, particularly as the retiring 
collection was in aid of St Giles Hospice.             TS  
 
Martyn Rawles Recital, Lichfield Cathedral, Tuesday 
11

th
 December 2012 

 
In recent years, this final evening recital of the year has 
previously been entitled Trios & Requests, but tonight 
Martyn Rawles was ‘doing the honours’ on his own, and 
thanked those submitting requests, which for the most part 
he didn’t know and has had to learn! 
 
John Allen’s request of the popular Toccata by Dubois got 
proceedings under way in lively fashion. Then followed 
Variations on ‘Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland’ by the 
Vienna born organist and composer Anton Heiller, with the 
very diverse variations being beautifully registered and the 
final variation particularly dramatic. J S Bach’s Nun komm, 
der Heiden Heilland BWV 659 was described by Martyn as 
the greatest of all Chorales in his view, and was absolutely 
beautifully performed. This was followed by the Skizzen 2 
by Schumann, a piece written originally for pedal piano, 
which opens and closes with stirring fanfares. 
 
Martyn ‘normally does anything to avoid Reger’, but whilst 
Weihnachten is possibly the gloomiest of Advent pieces, 
he described it as a gem. Strains of Stille Nacht evident, 
but certainly not a piece to lift the spirits! 
 
In total contrast, and against his better judgement, Martyn 
was prevailed upon to take us to the interval with Sortie in 
E flat by the much maligned Louis Lefébure-Wély. 
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Following the interval, one of Martyn’s favourite Bach 
pieces – Fuga sopra il Magnificat BWV 733 – was the 
choice to open the second half of the recital. Malcolm 
Archer, now Director of Music at Winchester College, as a 
composer dabbles in light pieces, and the next piece, 
Sleigh Bells across the Snow, is one such piece. Very 
suited to this Christmas recital, but would perhaps be a 
brave choice for Evensong! 
 
The variations of Daquin’s Noel X were followed by 
Andante Sostenuto from  Symphony Gothique by Widor, a 
piece Martyn commented he would take with him to a 
desert island ‘for the wonderful intimate atmosphere it 
creates’, and played absolutely beautifully on the Hill 
organ. Wife Harriett was blamed for the inclusion of the 
next request – Nigel Ogden’s jolly Penguins’ Playtime! 
 
For the finale of tonight’s recital, sanity was restored with 
Martyn’s inclusion of a request by yours truly – the Final 
from Vierne’s 1

st
 Symphony, described by Martyn as ‘a 

jolly good romp’, which I suppose puts my toiling away at 
learning this work over the last two and a half years into 
context – something to do with talent, I guess! A superbly 
performed climax to tonight’s recital, and incentive indeed 
for me to complete my labours learning this splendid work.
                TS   
 
Paul Carr Recital, St Paul’s in the Jewellery Quarter, 
Birmingham, Thursday 3

rd
 January 2013 

 
For Paul Carr’s first Thursday Live recital of 2013, Allegro 
from Handel’s Organ Concerto No 4 in F transcribed by 
Dupré provided a lively opening. A more subdued mood 
was set initially by Choral, the second movement from 
Symphony No 2 by Vierne, but this gave way to a dramatic 
toccata-like concluding statement of the choral on full 
organ. 
 
Whilst Edwin H Lemare is chiefly remembered for his 
arrangements for organ of orchestral works, his own 
Symphony in G Minor composition is a huge work, and the 
Scherzo from this works well on the organ. 
 
The very well-known The Swan by Saint-Saëns was 
originally played on cello in the orchestral version, and 
was here registered beautifully by Paul. 
 
Toccata by Dubois was used by Gillan Weir as the theme 
tune for her King of Instruments DVD, and this was Paul’s 
choice for his finale, Martyn Rawles having used this same 
work to open his December recital at Lichfield Cathedral. 
This was the first time Paul had played it at St Paul’s, and 
it provided a truly memorable and majestic climax to 
today’s recital. A splendidly varied programme, 
complemented by Paul Carr’s usual impeccable 
performance.               TS  
 
Andrew Fletcher Recital, Emmanuel Church, Wylde 
Green, Friday 4

th
 January 2013 

 
For Andrew’s first Friday lunchtime recital of 2013, the ‘A 
to Z of Organ Music’ theme of the 2012-13 recitals series 
continued, with composers whose name begins with J,K or 
L being featured today. 
 
American composer David N Johnson seems to have 
made a living writing trumpet tunes, and Andrew having 

played the ‘E Flat’ and ‘A’ previously, today chose Trumpet 
Tune in D. This bright piece was the first of two 
processionals used for the 1971 wedding of Richard 
Nixon's Daughter, Tricia, who was married in the White 
House Rose Garden, the music being transcribed to be 
played then by a string orchestra. 
 
Andrew has found Robert Jones’ compositions to be 
generally attractive pieces, and as they can usually be 
sight read, they are also useful pieces. His Arioso proved 
to be a gentle, melodic work. 
 
A work by J S Bach is included in most of these recitals, 
even though not strictly qualifying under today’s letters of 
the alphabet.  Toccata & Fugue in D minor, BWV 565, was 
the choice for today’s Bach work, despite it being generally 
accepted that it wasn’t actually composed by J S Bach. 
 
J L Krebs, a pupil of J S Bach, was the first of three 
composers to represent the letter ‘K’, with Three Trios. 
Next followed Resurrection by Larry King, with a score 
containing some interesting notational comments, and 
comprising four sections, Lament, The Rising, Ecstasy (for 
which Andrew forewarned us he would be deploying the 
might of the Willis Tuba plus Octave Coupler!), and finally 
Reflection. The third of the composers with a surname 
beginning with ‘K’ was Johann Kunau, a contemporary of 
Buxtehude, who preceded Johann Sebastian Bach as 
cantor of the Thomaskirche in Leipzig. His Toccata in A 
proved to be an interesting piece, and certainly unlike the 
normal toccata, being rather slower. 
 
Finally to ‘L’ and Edwin Lemare, represented 
unsurprisingly by his Andantino in D flat, beautifully played 
and registered, before a knock-about grand finale provided 
by Lefébure-Wely with Sortie in E flat, described by 
Andrew as ‘tasteless or not, it gets people’s feet tapping!’ 

TS 
 
Thomas Trotter Recital, Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 
Monday 14

th
 January 2013 

 
Thomas Trotter’s lunchtime recital today provided an all 
too rare opportunity to hear him at the console of the Klais 
organ of Symphony Hall. 
 
A work by Hubert Parry, Fantasia & Fugue in G, provided 
the stunning opening to today’s recital. The dramatic 
Fantasia is a revelation – absolutely magnificent, and 
beautifully crafted, with the Fugue similarly impressive. If, 
like me, this piece is new to you, I would commend 
listening to a performance of this work on YouTube by 
Joachim Schwander on the 2005 Tickell organ at 
Sherborne Abbey. 
 
Pastorale BWV 590 is the only four movement piece J S 
Bach wrote. The lilting 1

st
 movement is the only one 

employing pedals. The 2
nd

 and 4
th
 movements are dances, 

respectively an allemande and a fugal gigue, with the 3
rd

 
movement providing the equivalent of the slow movement 
of a concerto. 
 
Thomas Trotter’s copy of Mascagni’s Intermezzo from 
Cavalleria Rusticana was given to him and lists all the 
instruments for which this piece has been arranged 
(including a banjo!), but it was originally written for strings 
organ and harp, and beautifully played here for solo organ. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Johann_Sebastian_Bach
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cantor_(church)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomaskirche
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leipzig
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Paul Dukas was Professor of Composition at the Paris 
Conservatoire, and was an intensely self-critical 
composer, as a result of which he destroyed most of what 
he wrote! He is therefore known primarily for a single work 
– the symphonic poem The Sorcerer’s Apprentice, made 
famous by Walt Disney’s cartoon film Fantasia in 1940. 
Thomas Trotter arranged this work for the 21

st
 Anniversary 

of the Symphony Hall (the organ’s 11
th
) and specifically for 

the Symphony Hall organ. As it took him quite a while to 
arrange it, Thomas commented that he was ‘determined to 
get his money’s worth out of it by playing it again today’, 
and by employing most of the Klais’s 85 stops including 
the Trompette En Chamade, he brilliantly recreated the 
original orchestral sounds. 
 
Finding a finale that was not going to be over-shadowed 
by the sensational previous offering could have proved 
difficult, but Bonnet’s Variations de Concert was a splendid 
choice. The thunderous opening is followed by four 
contrasting variations, the last of which blossoms into a 
sensational virtuoso display for both the feet and fingers. 
 
Yet another bravura performance by Thomas Trotter, 
enjoyed by a good contingent of our Association members. 

 TS  
 
James Luxton Recital, Walsall Town Hall, Thursday 
17

th
 January 2013 

 
For today’s Walsall Town Hall recital, Peter Morris had 
secured the services of James Luxton, his one-time 
Assistant at St Peter’s Collegiate Church, Wolverhampton. 
 
James Luxton was born in 1988. At the age of 14, he 
attended the Birmingham Conservatoire Junior School, 
where he studied piano, violin and organ. 
 

 
James Luxton 

 
He continued his musical career at Birmingham 
Conservatoire, studying the organ under Henry Fairs and 
Professor David Saint for a Bachelor’s degree in Music, 
achieving First Class Honours. He gained his ARCO, 
winning the Limpus, Frederick Shinn, Durrant, Doris 
Wookey and Dr F J Read Prizes, in January 2011. He then 
gained his FRCO in January 2012. As a church musician, 
James’s roles have included: 
  

 2004–2012: Organist, Ss Mary & John’s, 
Wolverhampton 

 2007–2009: Organ Scholar, St Chad’s Metropolitan 
Cathedral, Birmingham 

 2009–2010: Director of Music, St Margaret’s Church, 
Great Barr 

 2010–2011: Organ Scholar, St Thomas’s Church, 
Stourbridge 

 2011–2012: Assistant Director of Music at St Peter’s 
Collegiate Church, Wolverhampton 
  

From 2009 to 2011, he was also the Percy Whitlock Organ 
Scholar for Town Hall and Symphony Hall, Birmingham. 
Between 2010 and 2011, James worked with Walsall 
Choral Society as accompanist and Birmingham 
Conservatoire Junior School as tutor of organ and music 
theory. 
 
Between 2011 and 2012, he was Musician in Residence at 
Old Swinford Hospital until his current appointment in 
September 2012 as Sub-Assistant Organist of Worcester 
Cathedral. 
 
In his introduction, James referred to his return to his 
native Black Country on his day off from Worcester 
Cathedral, and challenged us to find the link between the 
pieces in today’s programme, starting with Mohrentanz by 
Tielman Susato, with its fanfare opening. 
 
Pavan, the Earle of Salisbury by William Byrd followed, 
played throughout on the Choir, as was My Lady Careys 
Dompe (Anon). Next came Faure’s Pavane, a slow dance 
in two time. 
 
Then J S Bach’s unmistakable masterpiece Passacaglia & 
Fugue in C Minor BWV 582 provided the centre piece of 
today’s recital. 
 
Noel Rawsthorne has spent a long time in retirement 
composing, and 3 extracts from his Dance Suite was the 
choice for the finale of today’s recital. Dancing Feet is a 
jazzy number written for pedals only, tricky, but not as 
demanding as Thalben-Ball’s Variations on a theme of 
Paganini, which James had been required to learn earlier 
in his career, and influenced no doubt by Thomas Trotter! 
Having established that the link between today’s pieces 
was that they are all dances or dance inspired, but having 
not so far included anything in three time, James added 
Waltz to his published programme. The last of the three 
extracts, Line Dance, is a light hearted romp through a 
pot-pourri of well-known tunes, including Lord of the 
Dance, Old MacDonald Had A Farm, On Ilkley Moor baht 
’at, and others, with some awkward tempo changes. 
 
A toe-tapping end to this well attended recital of very 
diverse pieces, well performed by an assured and talented 
young organist.                 TS 
 
Martyn Rawles Recital, Lichfield Cathedral, Tuesday 
29

th
 January 2013 

 
Having been obliged to postpone the recital planned for 
last week due to the adverse weather conditions, is was 
commendable that Martyn Rawles was able to reschedule 
just one week later his recital of the whole of Olivier 
Messiaen’s work La Nativité du Seigneur. 
 
The work was written in 1935 when Messiaen was aged 
27. The suite has 9 movements, and when premiered on 

http://www.conservatoire.bcu.ac.uk/
http://www.conservatoire.bcu.ac.uk/
http://www.conservatoire.bcu.ac.uk/
http://www.henryfairs.com/
http://www.davidsaint.org/
http://www.ssmaryandjohn.co.uk/
http://www.stchadscathedral.org.uk/
http://www.stchadscathedral.org.uk/
http://www.stmargaretsgreatbarr.org.uk/
http://www.stmargaretsgreatbarr.org.uk/
http://www.stthomaschurchmusic.com/
http://www.stthomaschurchmusic.com/
http://www.stpeterswolverhamptonchoir.co.uk/
http://www.stpeterswolverhamptonchoir.co.uk/
http://www.percywhitlock.org.uk/
http://www.thsh.co.uk/
http://www.walsallchoralsociety.co.uk/
http://www.walsallchoralsociety.co.uk/
http://www.bcu.ac.uk/pme/conservatoire/juniors
http://www.bcu.ac.uk/pme/conservatoire/juniors
http://www.oshsch.com/
http://www.worcestercathedral.org.uk/
http://www.worcestercathedral.org.uk/


 10 

27 February 1936 on the organ of La Trinité, Paris, it was 
shared amongst three players: Daniel-Lesur, Jean 
Langlais and Jean-Jacques Grunenwald, each playing 3 
movements. Tonight all 9 movements were to be played 
by Martyn Rawles, in ‘one sitting’ so to speak. 
 
Martyn had helpfully provided copious notes to aid our 
appreciation of this work, a testament to Messiaen’s 
Christian faith, with the 9 ‘meditations’ inspired by the birth 
of Jesus, all being preceded by a compilation of Biblical 
quotations explaining the meaning of the movement. The 
movements range from the tenderness of the third 
movement, the thunderous pedal theme that opens the 
fourth movement, to the blaze of sound that affronts the 
senses in the final and most impressive movement, Dieu 
parmi nous (God Among Us). This monumental work 
employed the wide range of registrations of which the Hill 
organ is capable, and this was a masterly performance by 
Martyn Rawles, lasting a full hour. 
 
The short notice of the rescheduling of the recital no doubt 
affected the attendance, but for those who did make it, the 
combination of Messiaen being played by Martyn Rawles 
on the organ of Lichfield Cathedral was always going to be 
an experience worth turning out for on a winter’s night. As 
well as a loyal band of our members, it was good to see 
Cathy and Ben Lamb at the recital, not to mention baby 
Joshua, who slept happily through the whole recital, and is 
clearly already quite accustomed to hearing the Hill organ 
‘at full throttle!’               TS 

 
 

EMINENT ORGAN FOR SALE 
 
A number of our members had the pleasure of joining our 
colleagues of the Leicester & District Association in 
2010/2011 on visits to Liverpool, organised by Eddie 
Bestwick. Eddie has asked for our assistance in 
publicising his Eminent Digital Organ he has for sale. Full 
details in the flyer accompanying this newsletter. 
  
 

FORTHCOMING LOCAL ORGAN RECITALS 
 
LDOA Members’ Recitals/Events 
 
Life & Music of Pierre Cochereau, Broadway United 
Reformed Church, Walsall 
 
Birmingham Organists’ Association has organised this 
event at 7.30 pm Monday 3

rd
 March 2013 at Broadway 

United Reformed Church, Walsall, where our member 
Alan Taylor is Organist & Choirmaster. Paul Evens of the 
BOA has kindly invited members of our Association and 
the Worcester Organists’ Association to also attend. See 
the flyer accompanying this newsletter for details 
 
Mervin Jones - Darlaston Town Hall 
Concert of popular theatre organ music on 2nd Thursday 
of every month, with Mervin Jones at the 3 manual Binns 
Organ, 1.30 to 3.30 pm 
 
Peter Morris - Walsall Town Hall 
The 2012/13 recitals series by our Honorary Member and 
Walsall Borough Organist Peter Morris continues monthly 
(generally 3rd Thursday of the month). The next recital is 
on Thursday 21

st
 February 2103 

Pat Neville - Trinity Methodist Church, Shenstone 
Further free lunchtime organ recitals will be held on 
Monday 20

th
 May, Monday 23

rd
 September and a Festive 

Season recital on Monday 2
nd

 December by our Treasurer 
and Shenstone resident organist Pat Neville at 12.45 pm 
to 1.30 pm. Bring your sandwiches – drinks will be 
available. Come and go as you please. 
 
Martyn Rawles 
In addition to the recital listed for Lichfield Cathedral, 
Martyn Rawles is giving an organ recital on Thursday 7

th
 

November 2013, 12:30 – 1:10 pm, at Christchurch Priory, 
Dorset. 
 
Cathy Lamb 
In addition to the recital listed for Lichfield Cathedral, 
Cathy Lamb is giving the following organ recitals: 
 

 Saturday 7
th
 September 2013, 7:30 pm St Alphage’s, 

Burnt Oak, Middlesex 

 Wednesday 11
th
 September 2013, 12:30 – 1:05 pm St 

Albans’ Cathedral & Abbey, Hertfordshire 

 Thursday 10
th
 October 2013, 12:30 – 1:10 pm 

Christchurch Priory, Dorset  
 
Recitals In Local Area (to 30/04/2013) 
 
February 2013 
 
Frid 1 February 2013 • 1:00 to 1:45 • Emmanuel, Wylde 
Green 
Andrew Fletcher (University of Birmingham) 
 
Frid 1 February 2013 • 12:40 to 1:20 • St Chad’s, 
Shrewsbury 
Hannah Parry-Ridout (St Mary’s, Putney) 
 
Sun 3 February 2013 • 3:00 to 3:45 • Holy Trinity, 
Wordsley 
Paul Carr (St Paul’s, Birmingham) 
 
Thurs 7 February 2013 • 1:15 to 1:45 • St Paul’s 
Birmingham 
Paul Carr (St Paul’s, Birmingham) 
 
Thurs 7 February 2013 • 7:00 to 8:00 • St John the Baptist, 
Barlaston 
Ashley Mellor (St John the Baptist, Barlaston) 
 
Mon 11 February 2013 • 1:00 to 2:00 • Birmingham Town 
Hall 
Thomas Trotter (Birmingham City Organist) 
 
Tues 12 February 2013 • 7:30 • St Andrew’s, Netherton 
Paul Carr (St Paul’s, Birmingham) 
 
Frid 15 February 2013 • 1:10 to 1:50 • Birmingham 
Cathedral 
Marcus Huxley (Birmingham Cathedral) 
 
Sun 17 February 2013 • 6:55 to 7:35 • St Chad’s, 
Shrewsbury 
Richard Palliner (London) 
 
Thurs 21 February 2013 • 1:00 • Walsall Town Hall 
Peter Morris (Walsall Borough Organist) 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%89glise_de_la_Sainte-Trinit%C3%A9,_Paris
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jean-Yves_Daniel-Lesur
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jean_Langlais
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jean_Langlais
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jean-Jacques_Grunenwald


 11 

Sat 23 February 2013 • 12:00 • Malvern Priory 
John Hosking (St Asaph Cathedral) 
 
Mon 25 February 2013 • 1:00 to 2:00 • Birmingham Town 
Hall 
Thomas Trotter (Birmingham City Organist) 
 
March 2013 
 
Frid 1 March 2013 • 12:40 to 1:20 • St Chad’s, Shrewsbury 
Tom Bell (St Michael’s, Chester Square) 
 
Sat 2 March 2013 • 12:00 to 1.00 • Victoria Hall, Hanley 
Nigel Ogden 
 
Sun 3 March 2013 • 3:00 to 3:45 • Holy Trinity, Wordsley 
Paul Carr (St Paul’s, Birmingham) 
 
Thurs 7 March 2013 • 1:15 to 1:45 • St Paul’s, Birmingham 
Paul Carr (St Paul’s, Birmingham) 
 
Frid 8 March 2013 • 1:00 to 1:45 • Emmanuel, Wylde 
Green 
Andrew Fletcher (University of Birmingham) 
 
Frid 8 March 2013 • 1:10 to 1:50 • Birmingham Cathedral 
John Keys (St Mary the Virgin, Nottingham) 
 
Mon 11 March 2013 • 1:00 to 2:00 • Birmingham Town 
Hall 
Catherine Ennis (St Lawrence Jewry) 
 
Sat 16 March 2013 • 12:00 to 12.45 • Stoke Minster 
Jonathan Hill (Stoke Minster) 
 
Sun 17 March 2013 • 6:55 to 7:35 • St Chad’s, Shrewsbury 
Chris Blake (St Chad’s, Shrewsbury) 
 
Thurs 21 March 2013 • 1:00 • Walsall Town Hall 
Peter Morris (Walsall Borough Organist) 
 
Frid 22 March 2013 • 1:10 to 1:50 • Birmingham Cathedral 
Tim Harper (Birmingham Cathedral) 
 
Mon 25 March 2013 • 1:00 to 2:00 • Symphony Hall, 
Birmingham 
Thomas Trotter 
 
April 2013 
 
Thurs 4 April 2013 • 1:15 to 1:45 • St Paul’s, Birmingham 
Laurence Caldecote (St Nicolas, Nuneaton) 

 Frid 5 April 2013 • 12:40 to 1:20 • St Chad’s, Shrewsbury 
Christopher Brown (Halifax Minster) 
 
Frid 5 April 2013 • 1:00 to 1:45 • Emmanuel, Wylde Green 
Andrew Fletcher (University of Birmingham) 
 
Sat 6 April 2013 • 12:00 • Malvern Priory 
Thomas Heywood (Melbourne, Australia) 
 
Sun 7 April 2013 • 3:00 to 3:45 • Holy Trinity, Wordsley 
Paul Carr (St Paul’s, Birmingham) 
 
Mon 8 April 2013 • 1:00 to 2:00 • Birmingham Town Hall 
Thomas Trotter (Birmingham City Organist) 
 
Sat 13 April 2013 • 12:00 to 1.00 • Victoria Hall, Hanley 
Thomas Heywood (Melbourne, Australia) 
 
Thurs 18 April 2013 • 1:00 • Walsall Town Hall 
Peter Morris (Walsall Borough Organist) 
 
Frid 19 April 2013 • 1:10 to 1:50 • Birmingham Cathedral 
Adrian Richards (Kings Lynn Minster) 
 
Sat 20 April 2013 • 12:00 to 12.45 • Stoke Minster 
Geoffrey Walker (Denstone College, Uttoxeter) 
 
Sat 20 April 2013 • 1:30 to 2:30 • St Paul’s, Birmingham 
Tim Harper (Birmingham Cathedral) 
 
Sat 20 April 2013 • 7:30 • Belmont Abbey 
Ian Tracey (Liverpool Cathedral)  
 
Sun 21 April 2013 • 6:55 to 7:35 • St Chad’s, Shrewsbury 
Richard Walker (St Chad’s, Shrewsbury) 
 
Mon 22 April 2013 • 1:00 to 2:00 • Birmingham Town Hall 
David Baskeyfield (New York, USA) 
 
Frid 26 April 2013 • 1:00 to 1:45 • Emmanuel, Wylde 
Green 
Andrew Fletcher (University of Birmingham) 
 
Frid 26 April 2013 • 1:10 to 1:50 • Birmingham Cathedral 
George Castle (Winchester Cathedral) 
 
 
 
For a complete listing of organ recitals in the UK and 
further details go to www.organrecitals.com 
For details of recital organ specifications go to the National 
Pipe Organ Register at www.npor.org.uk  

 
LICHFIELD & DISTRICT ORGANISTS’ ASSOCIATION CONTACTS 

 
President: Martyn Rawles, FRCO 
Chairman: David Gumbley, 0121 308 4845, e-mail Davidgumbley@msn.com  
Secretary: Pam Strong, 01543 433368, e-mail Pamstrong5@aol.com 
Treasurer: Pat Neville, 01543 481195 
Publicity: Clive Smith, 07939 550408 
Newsletter Editor: Trevor Smedley, 01543 319329, e-mail trevorsmedley@ntlworld.com 
 
Editorial Note - next Newsletter is planned for April 2013, with deadline for submission of items for inclusion of 
25/03/13, to Trevor Smedley by e-mail as above, or by mail to 8 The Parchments, Lichfield, Staffordshire, WS13 7N

 

http://www.organrecitals.com/
http://www.npor.org.uk/
mailto:Davidgumbley@msn.com
mailto:Pamstrong5@aol.com
mailto:trevorsmedley@ntlworld.com

