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APRIL 2017 NEWSLETTER 

 

  
FORTHCOMING LDOA VISITS/EVENTS 

 
Wednesday 26

th
 April 2017 – Burton-on-Trent Town 

Hall 
 
Richard Syner is keen to add variety to our programme of 
visits, and in an addition to our previously notified 2017 
visits, he has finally managed to secure this evening visit 
to play the 3 manual 8 rank Wurlitzer at Burton-on-Trent 
Town Hall, commencing at 7pm until 9pm. 
 

 
Burton-on-Trent Town Hall Wurlitzer console 

 
Originally installed in the Cameo Theatre, Cleveland, Ohio 
in 1925, in 1934 it came to England and was installed in 
the Forum Cinema, Wythenshaw, Manchester, before 
being finally moved to Burton-on-Trent Town Hall, with the 
opening recital given in 1973. Mike Thompson refurbished 
the organ and installed a solid state relay system in 2004. 
LDOA member Arthur Tipper has since played it regularly 
for concerts, dancing and Civic functions, and in 2014 was 
awarded a B.E.M. for services to music. Arthur knows this 
organ well, and will give us an introduction to the 
instrument, before handing over to members to try their 
hands. 
 
So leave your J S Bach pieces at home this time, and try 
something rather different!  
 
See ‘Appendix’ for address, locator map and parking 
details. 
 
Saturday 13

th
 May 2017- St Chad’s Church, Lichfield 

 
Another new initiative for us, this event commences at 
2pm and is at the invitation of LDOA committee member 
Tony White, who has recently been appointed as Director 
of Music at St Chad’s. 

A treasure trove of organ performances can be found on 
YouTube and on DVDs of organs being played. So this 
visit commences at 2pm with the screening of YouTube 
clips/DVDs. Using a big screen and powerful multi-speaker 
sound system, this event will begin with a short composite 
virtual recital from the breath-taking to the bizarre! If 
members have discovered any interesting instrument, 
performance or repertoire online, contact a committee 
member ASAP and we will endeavour to include it. 
 

 
The organ of St Chad’s Church, Lichfield 

 
After refreshments, members are then most welcome to 
stay on and sample the 2 manual 18 stop, mainly tracker 
action, Nicholson & Lord organ of St Chad’s, which 
includes a 1990’s addition of a 3 rank Mixture and 8’ 
Trumpet to the Great, and a 2’ Fifteenth to the Swell. 
 
See ‘Appendix’ for address, locator map, and parking 
information. 
 
Saturday 10

th
 June 2017 – St Leonard’s Church, 

Blithfield 
 
Visit commencing at 2pm to play the 2 manual 24 stop 
organ originally by Alfred Kirkland, then rebuilt and 
enlarged by John Oakes & Company in 1965. On the 
occasion of her second recital on this organ, Cathy Lamb 
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gave the organ’s 50
th
 Anniversary Recital here in June 

2015. 
 
Saturday 1

st
 July 2017 – Members’ Recital at All 

Saints’ Church, Streetly 
 
Following the well-received Members’ Recital held last 
October at All Saints’ Four Oaks, we have been kindly 
invited to All Saints’ Streetly for this year’s event by 
Director of Music/LDOA member, Sian Perkins, and Chris 
Booth, Assistant Director of Music/LDOA Committee 
Member. 
 
All Saints’ has a very comprehensive specification 3 
manual Allen digital organ, and an opportunity to set up 
registrations in advance of the event will be provided. 
Playing ‘slots’ of up to ten minutes are envisaged, so 
please ‘dust off your party piece’, and put forward your 
name to Richard Syner at richard.syner1@btinternet.com 
to volunteer to play for this event!  
 
Saturday 16

th
 September 2017 – visit to Walsall 

 
In January 2010 we visited Walsall, but the treacherous 
road conditions on the day meant that only seven 
members braved the icy roads. We hope to have rather 
better luck with the weather for this visit to play the organs 
of St Matthew’s (4 manual 74 stop organ rebuilt in 
1999/2000 to a scheme by Roger Fisher and Peter Morris, 
when Peter was the organist) and then Walsall Town Hall 
(4 manual 73 stop Nicholson & Lord organ), visits kindly 
arranged by our honorary member and Walsall Borough 
Organist Peter Morris. 
 
The visit to St Matthews commences at 11am till 1pm, 
then on to Walsall Town Hall for 1pm till 3pm. Peter Morris 
has an in-depth knowledge of both organs and their 
history, but unfortunately he will not be able to join us on 
the visits, so has arranged for Tony Barnard, Deputy 
Organist at St Peter’s Wolverhampton, and Director of 
Music at St Peter’s Collegiate School, to be on-hand to 
assist us with registering these substantial organs. 
 
Saturday 14

th
 October 2017 – President’s Evening at 

Lichfield Cathedral 
 
Evening visit to Lichfield Cathedral at the kind invitation of 
Martyn Rawles, Lichfield Cathedral’s Organist and 
Assistant Director of Music. Always one of the highlights 
and best-attended visits of our year, it provides a not-to-
missed opportunity for members to play the magnificent 4 
manual 82 stop Hill organ. Drinks and nibbles provided. 
 
Saturday 4

th
 November – visit to Repton School 

Chapel   
 
Visit commencing at 11am to Repton School Chapel to 
play the 3 manual 34 speaking stop Harrison & Harrison 
organ dating from 1929. 
 
Annual Dinner 
 
Date and venue to be advised. 
 
 
 

RECENT LDOA VISITS/EVENTS   
 
Saturday 11

th
 March 2017 – visit to Holy Trinity Parish 

Church, Sutton Coldfield 
 
Our visit to Holy Trinity Parish Church, Sutton Coldfield, 
today was at the kind invitation of Stella Thebridge, Music 
Director, who was on hand to welcome us. 
 

 
The nave of Holy Trinity Parish Church, Sutton Coldfield 

 

 
The Chancel of Holy Trinity Parish Church, Sutton Coldfield 

 

Holy Trinity Church has a long history, with the earliest 
traces dating from around 1300. The tower was added 

mailto:richard.syner1@btinternet.com
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about two hundred years later, and since then many 
changes/additions have been made. On entering the 
church, one’s attention is immediately drawn to the striking 
elaborately painted barrel-vault ceilings, following a design 
drawn up by Charles E Bateman for the Chancel ceiling in 
1914, and then for the Nave and Vesey Chapel ceilings in 
1929. 
 
The church embarked on a major re-ordering project in 
2016, with Phase 1 involving the creation of the new 
Vesey Entrance with modern toilet facilities, and level 
access into the church. There is a new stone floor with 
underfloor heating, new chairs instead of the pews, a 
coffee area and flexible meeting rooms under the north 
gallery. The altar is now at the front of the chancel with 
much better visibility, and the font is in pride of place under 
the tower. The Vesey Chapel is now a prayer room. 
 
Our visit commenced with our AGM, a brief report of which 
is covered separately in this newsletter, and following 
welcome drinks, Stella Thebridge gave us a brief history of 
the organs of Holy Trinity. 
 
Records show a small organ by Henry Bryceon, London, 
dating from 1829, followed by a new organ made by Gray 
& Davidson, London, built in 1864, then a Hope Jones 
organ built in 1899. A substantial rebuild was carried out 
by Hill Norman & Beard in 1949, with an enclosed Chancel 
division playable from the Choir manual. 
 

 
West end gilt diapasons front pipework of Holy Trinity 

Parish Church, Sutton Coldfield 

 
In the 2016 reordering, the Chancel division was removed, 
so instead of the 42 stops, the organ now has 32 speaking 
stops. It is located at the West end built on a loft in the 
tower, partly projecting through an arch into the church, 
with a horseshoe style detached console located 
underneath the balcony to the side of the Nave. The 
specification as it now stands is: 
 

Pedal 
Open Wood 16’, Bourdon 16’, Octave 8’, Bass Flute 8’, 
Octave Flute 4’, Contra Oboe 16’, Trombone 16’ 
 
Choir 
Viole d’Orchestre 8’, Dulciana 8’, Wald flute 8’, Harmonic 
Flute 4’, Nazard 2

2
/3’, Piccolo 2’, Tierce 1

3
/5’, Clarinet 8’, 

Tremulant 
 
Great 
Double Open Diapason 16’, Open Diapason 8’, Lieblich 
Dolce 8’, Hohl Flute 8’, Principal 4’, Twelfth 2

2
/3’, Fifteenth 

2’, Tromba 8’ 
 
Swell 
Violin Diapason 8’, Viol di Gamba 8’, Voix Celetes 8’, Rohr 
Flute 8’, Gemshorn 4’, Dluciana Mixture III, Contra Oboe 
16’, Trumpet 8’, Clarion 4’, Tremulant  
 

 
The console of Holy Trinity, Sutton Coldfield, with the taped-off stops of 

the now removed Chancel organ 
 

As Stella is a pianist, the church’s services rely on a rota 
of organists, so it was over to members to put the organ 
through its paces, with Arthur Tipper first up, followed by 
Tony White, Peter King, Pat Neville, our student members 
Will and Alex Packham, David Perry, John Carvell.  
Running out of playing time, it was left to Colin Brookes to 
close proceedings in his customary playing ‘slot’. 
 
Records indicate that there has been no major 
refurbishment since the 1949 rebuild, so unsurprisingly the 
organ is not in the best of health, with some notes not 
sounding, the occasional cypher, tuning issues and a 
rather noisy pedalboard. The console is sited underneath 
the balcony, so some members found that the overhang of 
the balcony partially obstructed the sound reaching the 
player, not helped by the rather ‘dry’ acoustic. There are 
some lovely quiet stops on the organ, and the Great 
boasts a good Tromba, but suffers from the lack of a good 
Mixture, and unfortunately the organ’s only mixture, the 
Dulciana Mixture on the Swell, is too soft to have much 
impact with SW/GT drawn. The pedal department is 
adequate, with a good 16’ Trombone.  
 
From the members’ feedback, the consensus was that 
with a refurbishment, the organ had the potential to 
provide good service to Holy Trinity for many years to 
come. 
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Student members and brothers Will & Alex Packham at the 

console of Holy Trinity Parish Church, Sutton Coldfield 

 
The church is now planning Phase 2 of the reordering 
project, and a PCC meeting takes place on Thursday 16

th
 

March when the fate of the pipe organ will be decided, with 
replacement by a digital organ very much on the cards. 
Stella is in favour of retaining the pipe organ, and invited 
our members to send her their views on the organ to assist 
her case with the PCC. 
 
Our thanks to Holy Trinity and to Stella for hosting our 
visit, attended by 20 members/guests. We wish her every 
success with her efforts to retain the pipe organ.            TS 
 
PS. Subsequent to our visit, members’ views were 
forwarded to Stella, with the majority being supportive of 
retaining the pipe organ. Members will therefore be most 
disappointed to learn that at the PCC meeting, to facilitate 
Phase 2 of the reordering, the decision was taken to 
replace the pipe organ in this most historic of Sutton’s 
churches by a digital organ, by Spring 2018. Tragic! 
   

 
2017 AGM 

 
The 2017 AGM was held at 2pm Saturday 11

th
 March 

2017 at Holy Trinity Parish Sutton Coldfield. Matters 
arising of particular interest to members were: 
 

 Trevor Smedley, Chairman, reported that we have 
increased our membership over the last year, with a 
welcome increase in number of members attending 
events/visits. He thanks the Committee Members for 
their hard work and support over the last year. 

 Richard Syner reported on the 2017 visits/events 
planned. Starting this year, we’re aiming to increase 
our visit/events to 10/year. Members are invited to 
volunteer to play for the Members’ Recital to be held at 
All Saints’ Church, Streetly on Saturday 1

st
 July 2017. 

 As a result of donations received for surplus music 
and for the Members’ Recital, the finances are in good 

order, so no need for any increase in subscriptions for 
2018. 

 Still pursuing Gift Aiding of subscriptions, but following 
contact with HMRC, it requires a change to the 
wording of our Constitution to qualify. 

 Amendment to Constitution approved at the meeting 

 Following his review, Tony White, Publicity Officer, 
reported on plans to improve the promotion of our 
Association and attract new members, including 
improvements to the website, new publicity flyers, 
creating a Facebook page, and a contacts database.  

 All Committee Members agreed to stand for a further 
year, and were unanimously re-elected.  

  
 

NEWS FROM THE LDOA COMMITTEE 
 
Review of the promotion of LDOA and attracting new 
members 
 
Recently joining the Committee, and having a particular 
expertise in using the internet for sales/marketing, Tony 
White was asked to review how we go about promoting 
ourselves and attracting new members, and to make 
recommendations for improvements. Tony has produced a 
very comprehensive report, which has now been 
discussed by the Committee, and we agreed to prioritise 
improvements to the website to increase traffic to it, set up 
a database of contacts, set up a Facebook page, and 
create a new professionally printed flyer. 
 
Chris Booth has since set up our Facebook page, which 
can be viewed via: 

 https://www.facebook.com/lichfieldanddistrictorganistsassociation/ 
 
Registering for Gift Aid 
 
Mike Rudd is still pursuing this matter, but has been 
advised that an amendment to the wording of our 
Constitution is required in order for members’ 
subscriptions to qualify for Gift Aid, and trustees are also a 
requirement. Approval for this change to the Constitution 
was sought at the AGM and duly given. 
 
2017 Subscriptions  
 
The 2017 subscriptions were due on 1

st
 January 2017, but 

despite reminders, some subscriptions remain outstanding.  
 
2017 subscription rates: £12 for individual membership, 
£17.50 for joint membership, students free. Cheques to our 
Treasurer, Mike Rudd, 8 Court Drive, Shenstone, Lichfield 
WS14 0JG. 
 
Your co-operation in paying without further delay would be 
greatly appreciated! 
 
Next Committee Meeting 
 
May/June – date TBA. 
 
 

MEMBERS’ NEWS 
 
New Members 
 
We are pleased to welcome two new members joining the 
Association since the last newsletter: 

https://www.facebook.com/lichfieldanddistrictorganistsassociation/
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Amanda Wiggans 
 
Amanda is the partner of our member Jonathan 
Woodward, and lives in Lichfield. 
 
Tony Westerman 
 
Tony was a member until a couple of years ago, when 
other commitments and living in Allestree, near Derby, 
limited his opportunities to come on our visits, so it’s a 
great pleasure to welcome him back to our Association.  
He is also a member of Derby & District Organists’ 
Association. See also below for Tony’s new appointment. 
 
We look forward to meeting Amanda and Tony on our 
future visits/events. 
 
New appointment at St Modwen’s, Burton-on-Trent 
 
As reported in the last newsletter, our student member 
Alex Goldsmith has moved from St Modwen’s, Burton-on-
Trent, to be DoM at St Andrew’s Church, Aylestone. The 
advert for the vacancy appeared in the last newsletter, and 
we can confirm that from 1

st
 May, Tony Westerman will 

take up the post of Organist at St Modwen’s, as well as 
helping out at St Paul’s. 
 
Tony has kindly extended an invitation to LDOA members 
who would like the opportunity to play either of these 
instruments. Contact Trevor Smedley if you’d like to take 
up this offer. 
 
We wish Tony every success in his new appointment. 
 
Gaye King 
 
Gaye was admitted to hospital a few weeks ago, and 
husband Peter informs us that she has now been moved 
to a care home at Tamworth. We send our best wishes for 
Gaye soon to be well enough to return home. 
 
 

NEWS & SNIPPETS FROM THE ORGAN WORLD 
 
Harrison & Harrison Ltd News 
 
Chairman Mark Venning has announced that Dr 
Christopher Batchelor is stepping down after six years as 
MD of Harrison & Harrison Ltd, in order to pursue and 
develop his musical interests from his home base in 
London. 
 
150

th
 Anniversary Organ Recital at Hinckley URC 24th 

June 2017 
 

A further reminder about this event for members who 
attended our visit hosted by David Salt to Hinckley URC in 
2016. Paul Hale will be giving an organ recital on the 
historic Holdich organ on Saturday 24

th
 June 2017 at 7pm, 

to mark the organ’s 150
th
 anniversary. 

 
Paul Hale retired in August 2016 after 27 years as Rector 
Chori and Cathedral Organist of Southwell Minster, and 
now devotes his time to being a professional organ 
consultant, recitalist and lecturer. 
 
 

Selby Abbey Recitals 
 
Following the £520,000 restoration of the historic 1909 Hill 
organ of Selby Abbey by Principal Pipe Organs of York 
and the inaugural concert in September 2016, a 
programme of weekly lunchtime recitals are planned for 
Tuesdays from 6

th
 June to 24

th
 July 2017. The organ 

gained fame through the historic recordings on this 
instrument by Fernando Germani in the 1960’s. 
 

 

LICHFIELD CATHEDRAL NEWS/EVENTS 
 
Young Persons’ Cathedral Organ Day 2017 
 
Having been unable to accommodate an event in 2016 
due the rewiring of the Cathedral, we are grateful to 
Martyn Rawles and Lichfield Cathedral for accommodating 
the event on Saturday morning 25

th
 March 2017, the fourth 

year we have held this event. 
 
Jointly presented by Lichfield & District Organists’ 
Association and Lichfield Cathedral’s Music Department, 
the event is aimed at children aged between 10 and 14. A 
day for young musicians of all abilities to discover and 
explore ‘the King of Instruments’. 
 
Attended this year by 16 children, both local and from 
Stoke, Stourbridge and Wolverhampton, the event opened 
with the well-practised Martyn Rawles/Cathy Lamb ‘double 
act’ demonstrating the various stops of the Hill organ. 
Then a split into two groups, for two workshop sessions. 
 
For one group, it was over to Lichfield Cathedral School 
with Head of Science Melissa Gardner for a workshop on 
the science behind the sounds an organ makes. The 
workshop comprised interactive experiments, using a 
tensioned string to demonstrate a standing wave, 
oscilloscope traces of the children’s voices, and the 
highlight for the children of the dancing flames of the 
Ruben’s Tube, demonstrating sound waves generated by 
a speaker at one end of a gas-filled pipe. 
 

 
Melissa Gardner using jets of dancing flames from a Ruben’s Tube, 

to demonstrate sound waves generated in a pipe* 

 
LDOA member and ex Harrison & Harrison apprentice, 
Joe Sneddon, took over to demonstrate the various 
working parts of a fully functioning one octave, 3-stop, 
hand pumped model organ, kindly loaned to us by Derby & 
District Organists’ Association, with hands-on operation of 
the bellows, keys and stops by the children. 
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Joe Sneddon demonstrating how an organ works using the bench 

mounted model organ* 

 
The second group remained In the Cathedral for a 
demonstration of the controls of the Phoenix digital organ 
by LDOA member Steve Mansfield, with all the children 
encouraged to try the organ for themselves, and supported 
by LDOA members Chris Booth, and student members 
Will and Alex Packham, the latter both having attended the 
event in previous years. 
 

 
Steve Mansfield leading the workshop on the Phoenix organ 

of Lichfield Cathedral* 

 
Whilst awaiting their turn on the Phoenix organ, groups of 
two or three were taken up to the organ loft by Martyn 
Rawles to see the Hill organ console and workings. 
 
After a short refreshment break in College Hall, the groups 
swapped over for a re-run of the workshop sessions, 
before a final blast on the Hill organ with Cathy Lamb 
playing Boellmann’s Toccata from Suite Gothique, and 
then a duet on the Hill organ by Martyn and Cathy playing 
Charpentier’s Trumpet Tune to ensure a rousing climax to 

the event. Hopefully at least some of the children will be 
sufficiently enthused by the wonderful sounds of the organ 
to want to take up our offer of a free ‘taster’ lesson to any 
child interested in learning to play the organ. 
 

 
Children getting a close-up view of the Hill organ with Martyn Rawles* 

 
As the Cathedral remained opened to the public, the event 
also generated interest from visitors to the Cathedral, no 
doubt intrigued by strains of the Harry Potter Theme, Star 
Wars, Back to the Future and the like drifting around the 
Cathedral! 
 
Our thanks to Lichfield Cathedral for agreeing to host the 
event, and to all the presenters for giving of their time so 
generously to support this initiative, aimed at encouraging 
interest in the organ by youngsters, and hopefully going a 
little way to finding the next generation of organists.     TS 
 
*Young Persons’ Cathedral Organ Day photos courtesy of Eric Lunt  

 
2017 Organ Recitals at the Cathedral 
 
Martyn Rawles has confirmed that lunchtime and evening 
organ recitals are planned at Lichfield Cathedral in 2017, 
and details when available will be included in future 
newsletters.  
 
Mendelssohn’s Elijah 
 
Saturday 1

st
 April 2017 at 7.30pm. A performance of 

Mendelssohn’s Elijah, by Lichfield Cathedral Chorus with 
the Darwin Ensemble Chamber Orchestra, conducted by 
LDOA honorary member Ben Lamb. 
 
Cathy Lamb 
 
In the Cathedral’s recent newsletter, it was announced that 
owing to the expansion of Music Share and commitments 
of family life, Cathy has decided to step down from her 
work with the Cathedral Choir and focus on her music 
outreach work. Martyn Rawles will take over the running of 
the Girl Choristers, a job at which he excelled during 
Cathy’s maternity leave. Change effective 1

st
 April. 

 
Lichfield Cathedral Organ Scholar Vacancy 
 

The Chapter of Lichfield Cathedral is seeking to appoint an 

Organ Scholar from September 2017 (or sooner by mutual 

agreement). This will be a full-time organ scholarship, 



 7 

tenable for one year, but with the possibility to apply for a 

second year. A graduate is preferred, but the scholarship 

is open to all suitably qualified and experienced 

candidates over the age of 18. 

The scholarship is designed to provide an opportunity for a 
talented musician to build on his or her skills in a 
supportive and creative environment, whilst contributing 
significantly to the musical life of Lichfield Cathedral as an 
integral part of the music team. The organ scholar will be 
managed by the Assistant Director of Music. 
 
See Lichfield Cathedral’s website for the full details and 
application forms. Closing date 3

rd
 April 2017 

 
Appointment of a New Canon Precentor 
 
The Bishop of Lichfield, the Right Reverend Dr Michael 
Ipgrave, has announced the appointment of the Reverend 
Canon Andrew Stead M.A. as the next Canon Precentor of 
Lichfield Cathedral. 
 
Canon Stead is currently the joint Chaplain of Lichfield 
Cathedral School and Canon Treasurer of the Cathedral, a 
post he has occupied since 2013. He will take up his new 
role on Easter Day, 16 April, and be installed and admitted 
at the Cathedral Eucharist at 11am. 
 
 

IAO/RCO MATTERS  
 
Peninsula Organ Day 
 
Held at Trinity URC, Hartley, Plymouth, on Saturday 22

nd
 

April 2017, with special gust Nicholas Wearne. 
 
East of England Organ Day 
 
Will be held at the Royal Hospital School, Holbrook, 
Ipswich, Suffolk, IP9 2RX, from 10am - 6pm Saturday 13

th
 

May 2017. Entitled ‘Americana’, it features the 1933 4-
manual HN&B Grand Organ, with celebrity recitalist 
Nathan Laube (USA). 
 
Tickets from: www.experiencetickets.co.uk/rhsmusic 
 
IAO Festival 2017  
 
It has been announced that the IAO 2017 Music Festival 
will be held from Sunday 23

rd
 – Thursday 27

th
 July in 

Oxford, visiting the colleges of Keble, New, Merton, 
Queen’s, St John’s and Exeter, plus the Holywell Music 
Room, with additional visits to Blenheim Palace and Eton. 
The artists performing include Dame Gillian Weir 
(Masterclass & interview), David Goode (Organ), Matthew 
Martin (Organ & Choral Director), Benjamin Nicholas 
(Organ), Peter King (Organ), Robert Quinney (Organ), 
John Reid (Piano) and the Edington Quartet. 
 
Festival flyer and booking details via the IAO website. 
 
The Organ Scholar Experience 
 
Tuesday 18

th
 to Sunday 23

rd
 July 3017 in Oxford, hosted 

by RCO Academy at the Queen’s College, Oxford. For 

teenagers age 14-19 – live the life of an organ scholar. For 
details and to book online via: www.roc.org.uk 
 
OrganFest 2017 
 
This event takes place in Hull, the UK’s ‘2017 City of 
Culture’. It will commence on the evening of Friday 8

th
 and 

continue on Saturday 9
th
 September 2017 based in Hull 

City Hall, home of a 4 manual 141 stop Compton organ.  
 
Full details and booking information will be available early 
summer via www.organfest.org.uk 
 
Midlands Organ Day 2018 
 
The Midlands Organ Day is held bi-annually, and the next 
one will take place in Worcester on 6

th
 October 2018, 

hosted by the Worcester Organists’ Association. 
 
Organ Music Composition Competition 
 
The Bristol and District Organists’ Association (BDOA) 
wishes to encourage the development of more organ 
music into the repertoire. The BDOA therefore invites 
entries for a competition to compose a piece of organ 
music, which is approachable to both the player and the 
listener, can be used as either a pre or post service 
voluntary, and could also be included within recital 
repertoire. Overall the piece should be “memorable for the 
right reasons”. 
 
The closing date for entries is 19 April 2017. The judging 
will take place at a public concert at 3pm on Saturday 13th 
May 2017. This concert will be held at All Saints’ Church, 
Pembroke Road, Clifton, Bristol BS8 2HY. The competition 
is open to all and is divided into two categories: 
 

 20 and over (prize £1000) 

 19 and under (prize £500) 
 
For competition enquiries please email: 
BDOAcompetition@aol.com 
 
London Organ Day 2018 
 
Will be held on Saturday 3

rd
 March 2018 at Notre Dame de 

France, Leicester Square. It will feature 19
th
 & 20

th
 century 

French music and improvisations from Thomas Ospital 
(Saint-Eustache, Paris) and others. 
 
 

RECENT LOCAL ORGAN RECITALS REVIEWS     
 
Thomas Trotter recital at Birmimgham Town Hall, 
Monday 13

th
 February 2017 

 
With an above average attendance, the theme of today’s 
recital was B.A.C.H. Thomas opened with probably the 
most well-known of organ pieces, Toccata & Fugue in D 
Minor, BWV 565, followed by the delicate little Fugue on 
B.A.C.H. by C P E Bach, J S Bach’s third son. 
 
Next to a work Thomas recently discovered, and which 
neither he nor, to his knowledge, any other organists have 
performed in the UK, despite being a standard repertoire 
piece in the USA.  Toccata, Villancico y Fuga on BACH is 
by Alberto Ginestera, a Buenos Aires born composer, who 

http://www.experiencetickets.co.uk/rhsmusic
http://www.roc.org.uk/
http://www.organfest.org.uk/
mailto:BDOAcompetition@aol.com
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made his home in Switzerland, where he died in 1983. The 
toccata opens with the same first three notes as BWV 565, 
and then continues with dramatic flourishes. The short, 
lilting Villancico is followed by the concluding fugue, which 
having started quietly, builds to a brilliant allegro coda and 
a massive chordal ffff climax. 
 
Then to Robert Schumann and three fugues from his Six 
Fugues on the name of BACH, Op 60, with first the 
meditative No 3, followed by the dance-like No 5, and 
finally No 2, the most virtuosic of the set of six fugues, with 
its jagged rhythm.  
 
The finale to today’s recital was provided by Liszt’s grand 
romantic tone poem, Prelude & Fugue on BACH, opening 
with the BACH motif in the pedals. The climax to the 
prelude dissolves away, and the fugue commences 
mysteriously in the pedals, building dramatically before the 
sound and the fury gives way to a sudden hush, followed 
by five bars of colossal concluding chords. Stunning!  
 
With an eye to Valentine’s Day tomorrow, Thomas turned 
in total contrast to Lemare’s Moonlight & Roses for his 
encore.                 TS 
 
Peter Morris recital at Walsall Town Hall, Thursday 16

th
 

February 2017 
 
Peter announced at the start of today’s recital that there 
were problems with the organ, which had finally been 
traced to a snapped control cord inside the bellows, thus 
allowing the bellows to expand too much, causing wind 
escape and tuning problems on the Great. The activities of 
the organ builders had severely limited Peter’s 
practice/preparation time; hence he has been obliged to 
drop the Langlais Trois Meditations sur la Sainte Trinité. 
 
J S Bach’s Fantasia & Fugue in C Minor provided the 
opening to the programme, followed by two pieces Peter 
had found composed by Charles Hutchings, a predecessor 
of his at St Peter’s Wolverhampton from 1947-64. Firstly 
the gentle Plaint, then a lively Postlude, with Peter 
struggling to find stops in tune to use for this piece. Next 
followed Une Idylle by Edward Elgar, a gentle piece 
originally written for violin. 
 
Peter often plays chorale preludes by Sweelinck, but on 
this occasion he chose Echo Fantasia, with contrasting 
manual registrations providing the required echo effect. 
 
Intrada by Finzi was followed by what Peter described as a 
‘version’ of Percy Whitlock’s Fanfare, given the difficulty in 
finding usable stops to register this piece, but never-the-
less providing rousing fanfares to close the recital.  All 
credit to Peter for commendably managing his way around 
the many out-of-tune stops. 
 
A reminder by Peter to come along to a choral concert at 
St Peter’s Wolverhampton on Saturday 25

th
 February, in 

celebration of his three score years and ten!            TS    
 
Thomas Trotter recital at Birmingham Symphony Hall, 
Monday 27

th
 February 2017 

 
The venue for Thomas Trotter’s lunchtime recital today 
was Symphony Hall, commencing with Buxtehude’s 
Prelude in A Minor BuxWV 153. The opening flourish gives 

way to two fugues, the first in duple time and the second in 
triple time, followed by a brilliant display of fireworks to 
end. 
Thomas commented that he likes to have one of Bach’s 
technically demanding trio sonatas ‘on the go’ to keep him 
on his toes, and hence the inclusion today of all three 
movements of Trio Sonata No 3 in D Minor, BWV 527, 
described by Thomas as ‘more subdued than the others 
because of its key’. 
 
Paul Hindemith’s work isn’t fashionable these days, but in 
his time he was regarded as the most significant German 
composer of the 20

th
 century. Here his Organ Sonata No 3 

(on old folk songs), comprises three movements, 
culminating with the melody played on the trumpet in the 
pedals. 
 
Next, to a favourite contemporary composer of Thomas 
Trotter’s, the Scottish composer Judith Weir, and her 
composition Ettrick Banks, depicting the famous waterfall 
in Ettrick. A composition with a decidedly French feel to 
the harmonies. 
 
Paul Dukas was an intensely self-critical artist who 
destroyed most of what he wrote, but is best-remembered 
for his symphonic poem The Sorcerer’s Apprentice, as 
used by Walt Disney in his cartoon Fantasia. Thomas 
wrote an organ arrangement of this piece for his June 
2012 concert celebrating the 21

st
 Anniversary of 

Symphony Hall, specifically with the vast resources of the 
Klais organ in mind. The orchestration of this piece by 
Thomas is superb, matched only by his management of 
the many registration changes required. A stunning 
virtuosic performance!               TS 
 
Andrew Fletcher recital at Emmanuel Wylde Green, 
Friday 3rd March 2017 
 
Returning from his three weeks holiday in South Africa, 
Andrew Fletcher continued his 2016/7 series themed ‘A 
Feast of Lesser Morsels’ with three pieces by Christopher 
Tambling, noted for his time at Downside Abbey, who died 
at the age of only 51 in 2015. Fanfare for St Gregory was 
followed by the gentle A Prelude for Pont Street, and 
finally the lively St Vigor’s March. 
 
After Guilmant’s two pages of the beautiful Melody in G, 
Andrew had intended to play Salome’s Grand Choeur in 
G, but as Andrew put it ‘this seems to have disappeared 
from my repertoire’, so we progressed to the next piece on 
the programme, An Old English Melody by S Wesley. 
Andrew was first introduced to this piece by his first 
choirmaster, Philip Wills, who had great musicianship, and 
although he eventually passed his ARCO, no less than 
three of his choristers went on to gain their FRCOs. This 
was followed by Handel’s Largo in E flat. 
 
Andrew is very drawn to music that has a strong rhythmic 
drive, and the final piece in today’s recital, Springtanz by 
Michael Praetorius, is a transcription for organ with a lilting 
rhythm. 
Andrew confirmed that sadly this will be his final recital 
series at Wylde Green. Director of Music, Richard Mason, 
is planning to continue recitals at Emmanuel with guest 
organists taking over the playing duties from Andrew, 
commencing in October 2017 with Anthony Pinel 
(Shrewsbury).                TS 
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Thomas Trotter/Birmingham Conservatoire Choir 
concert at Birmingham Town Hall, Monday 13

th
 March 

2017 
 
Today, Thomas Trotter’s guests for what has become an 
annual event was the Birmingham Conservatoire Chamber 
Choir, under their conductor and LDOA honorary member 
Paul Spicer, one of the UK’s most widely respected choral 
conductors. 
 
Birmingham Conservatoire Chamber Choir is a group of 
auditioned singers who form an expert and flexible group. 
32 of their members, with a 50/50 male/female split, 
opened the concert with Dvorak’s Mass in D Major, Op 86, 
comprising five glorious soaring movements. 
 
Then to three works by William Walton, with first a solo by 
Thomas playing Crown Imperial, a work of particular 
significance to me, as part of this piece was played at our 
wedding. A majestic piece, stunningly performed. 
 
Then, to the choir for an exquisite little anthem Set me as 
a seal, written by Walton for a friend’s wedding in 
Kensington in 1938. 
 
The final work in today’s programme was commissioned 
by the Dean of Christ Church Cathedral from two of its old 
boys – text by W H Auden and music by William Walton. 
Entitled The Twelve, it was premiered in Christ Church 
Cathedral in May 1965, and tells the story of the twelve 
apostles. It falls into three sections, an introductory 
narrative, a prayer for faith in time of doubt and a final 
affirmation of the relevance of the apostles’ work in the 
contemporary world. A challenging work, with glorious 
singing by both the choir and the solo voices. 
 
Having heard the Conservatoire Chamber Choir perform 
for this event over a number of years, I never cease to be 
amazed at how professional they are, responding so 
precisely to every direction of their conductor, well 
supported of course by some impeccably and sensitively 
judged accompaniment by Thomas Trotter.            TS 
 
‘Battle of the Organs’ recital at Lichfield Cathedral, 
Tuesday 14

th
 March 2017 

 
This evening’s recital was a fundraising event to support 
Lichfield Cathedral Choir projects, and featured Lichfield 
Cathedral’s Organist and Assistant Director of Music 
Martyn Rawles, and Cathy Lamb, Joint Director of Music. 
 
With Martyn in the organ loft, Cathy did the introduction, 
before taking her place at the Phoenix organ to perform 
alternating passages with Martyn at the Hill organ, of 
Charpentier’s lively Trumpet Tune, famous for its use at 
the opening of Eurovision broadcasts. 
 
With Cathy hot footing it up to the organ loft, next followed 
an organ arrangement of a jolly piece composed by 
William Walton to accompany Dame Edith Sitwell’s poem 
‘Popular Song’ from Façade.  
 
Then to Boëllmann’s Suite Gothique. With Martyn on the 
Phoenix organ, his pupil Alex Packham on page turning 
duties, and with Cathy at the Hill organ, the four 
movements provided plenty of scope for contrasting 
registrations for one of the most popular recital works. 

Beethoven’s Pathetique Sonata, Op13, for piano, provided 
the next work in this evening’s programme, with Cathy on 
the Hill organ playing an arrangement for organ by Martin 
Setchell, who boasts such luminaries amongst his tutors 
as Marie-Claire Alain, Piet Kee and Peter Hurford. Martyn 
then took over the Hill organ to take us to the interval with 
William Walton’s majestic Coronation March: Orb and 
Sceptre. 
 
The second half opened in lively fashion with Cathy on the 
Hill organ and Martyn on the Phoenix organ, playing 
Hornpipe  from Handel’s Water Music suite, this 
arrangement for organ being by Osborne Harold 
Peasgood, one time organist of Westminster Abbey. Next, 
to Adagio in G Minor by Tomaso Albinoni, with a 
beautifully judged progressive crescendo before the 
hushed ending. 
 
LDOA member Eric Lunt had been called upon to provide 
the very comprehensive and eloquent programme notes. It 
was perhaps therefore fitting that a piece he is currently 
learning with Cathy Lamb was included in the programme. 
Played by Martyn on the Hill organ, Couperin’s Offertoire 
from ‘Messe pour les Paroisses’ (Mass for the Parishes), 
is in three parts, and is distinguished by highly chromatic 
counterpoint. Adagio for Strings followed, probably Samuel 
Barber’s best known works, with this arrangement for 
organ by American organist and conductor William 
Remsen Strickland. 
 
After a bit of toing and froing whilst Martyn located his 
music, the finale of the evening’s recital got under way 
with an unusual ‘musical sandwich’ of Basin Street Blues 
by Spencer Williams, wrapped in two works by Strauss, 
Radetzky March Op 288 by Johann Strauss Sr, and Waltz: 
An Der Schonen Blauen Donau, Op 314 by Johann 
Strauss Jr, culminating in a reprise of Radetzky March to 
ensure a suitably rousing end to the recital. 
  
An enjoyable, well-supported event, with the relaxed mood 
not detracting from the customary high quality of 
musicianship on offer from Martyn and Cathy.               TS 
 
Peter Morris recital at Walsall Town Hall, Thursday 16

th
 

March 2017 
 
After the tuning problems caused by the broken control 
cord at last month’s recital, Peter Morris was hoping for a 
trouble-free afternoon today. 
 
Guilmant’s Sonata No 3 provided dramatic opening 
flourishes, before giving way to the stringy adagio middle 
movement, then the majestic final fuga movement. 
Buxtehude’s Toccata & Fugue in F major followed.  
 

William Walond (1719–1768) was an organist and 
composer, who appears who have spent all his life 
based in Oxford. He was not an academic, but ranked 
as a tradesman, employed by Christ Church College as 
an assistant organist, yet he won the respect of 
professors of music and organists throughout Britain. 
His Voluntary in G is in two movements, Peter using a 
small diapason for the first. The second movement calls 
for a cornet, but not having one on the Town Hall organ, 
Peter’s choice of registration certainly provided a very 
credible substitute for the lively second movement. 
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Sidney Schofield Campbell was the most famous of 
Peter’s predecessors at St Peter’s Wolverhampton, 
where he was Organist and Director of Music from 
1943-47, before taking up similar posts at the 
cathedrals of Ely, Southwark and Canterbury, then St 
George’s Chapel, Windsor Castle. His composition 
Gaudeamus comprises bright fanfares.  
 
A few years ago, In one of his most memorable Walsall 
Town Hall recital series, Peter worked his way through 
all six of Mendelsohn’s Sonatas, and chose to reprise 
Sonata No 2 for the major work of today’s recital, 
playing all four movements, and providing for me the 
highlight of the afternoon. 
 
With Walsall Council’s decision to reduce the frequency 
of recitals, we’ll regrettably have to wait until June 
before we can next enjoy Peter’s playing of the Town 
Hall organ.               TS 
 
Raúl Prieto Ramírez recital at Birmingham Town Hall, 
Monday 27

th
 March 2017 

 
A day off today for Thomas Trotter, with Ŕaul Prieto 
Ramírez making a guest appearance at the Town Hall.  
 
This young man first came to my notice via the 2006 
YouTube video of him playing one of my favourite works, 
the Finale from Guilmant’s Sonata No 1. A few years ago, 
I saw him give an impressive recital at Victoria Hall, 
Hanley, so it was with eager anticipation that I took my 
seat in Birmingham Town Hall today. 
 
He is the first Spanish organist in recent times to establish 
himself among the elite of the international concert scene. 
At the tender age of 27, he was appointed to the brand 
new position of Organist-in-Residence of the Auditorio 
National de Musica in Madrid (Spain’s national concert 
hall). Within six months of his appointment, attendances at 
the hall’s organ recitals had risen thirty-fold and critics 
were hailing him as one of the most exciting talents on the 
Spanish music scene. Following his time in Madrid, he 
founded the most successful organ festival in Spain, the 
International Organ Festival Mataró-Barcelona, during 
which his performances attracted audiences of over a 
thousand. He is now a successful concert organist with a 
busy global schedule that takes him to major festivals and 
concert halls around the world. 
 
He has performed extensively with orchestras, is often 
invited to teach master classes and has been a jury 
member at several international competitions. Since 
September 2014, he has been Organist-in-Residence of 
the Sursa Concert Hall and a member of the organ Faculty 
at Ball State University (USA). He remains artistic director 
of the annual summer International Organ Festival and 
Academy in Barcelona. He has been widely recorded and 
interviewed for radio and TV in several European countries 
and the US. His first two CDs on the Brilliant Classics label 
were recorded at Milan Cathedral in Italy, and at the 
celebrated Palau de la Música Catalana in Barcelona. 
 
Coming on stage in what appeared to trainers, but which 
transpired to be white organ shoes, he explained in good 
English that Thomas had requested that he played some 
works by Spanish composers, but having played the Town 

Hall organ, had decided the first piece on the programme, 
Toccata post Te Deum by Juan Maria Thomas, was not 
worthy of this organ, so was instead going to perform 
Widor’s Symphony No 6 – 1

st
 Movement, which he thought 

was more worthy. He duly delivered a thrilling 
performance, from memory! 
 
Then back to the programme with Triptico del Buen Pastor 
by Jesus Guridi, born in the Basque region of Spain. In 
1953, the imposing neo-gothic Church of the Good 
Shepherd in San Sebastian was elevated to the status of a 
cathedral, and improvements to the building included the 
installation of a new organ, with five manuals and 100 
stops, one of the largest instruments ever built in Spain. 
To celebrate the occasion, a competition for a new work 
was held, which was won by Guridi with this piece, and 
played at the inaugural recital in 1954. This time played 
with music, the work is a descriptive work, the first 
movement depicting a happy pastoral scene with the 
sheep grazing on the hills, and then a fearsome storm 
arrives. When it subsides, the cry of a lost sheep is heard. 
In the third and final movement, the lost sheep is found 
and celebrated by a victorious conclusion of trumpet 
fanfares. 
 
Raúl commented that it was an honour for him to be 
invited to play Birmingham Town Hall organ, and although 
he hadn’t played Reubke’s Sonata on the 94

th
 Psalm for 

some years, he felt it was ideal for this organ, and so had 
prepared it especially for today. He then proceeded to give 
a superb performance of this immense work, once again 
entirely from memory. 
 
I recall him, at his Victoria Hall, Hanley, recital, lamenting 
that he’d not been born in this country, because of the 
fantastic organs to which he would have had access. He 
was clearly enjoying the experience of playing the Town 
Hall organ, as following profuse and well-deserved 
applause, he proceeded to play three encores, all from 
memory of course, commencing with Toccata from J S 
Bach’s Toccata, Adagio & Fugue in C Major, BWV 564. 
 

 
Raúl Prieto Ramírez signing autographs in the foyer 

of Birmingham Town Hall after his recital 

 
Despite over-running by 25 minutes, he found time to meet 
with members of the audience in the foyer after the recital, 
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chatting and signing autographs. A most personable and 
immensely talented young man!              TS 

 
 

FORTHCOMING LOCAL ORGAN RECITALS 
 
LDOA Members’ Recitals/Events 
 
Martyn Rawles 
In addition to his Lichfield Cathedral commitments, Martyn 
is giving the following recitals: 
 

 Wednesday 10
th
 May 2017 from 1.10 to 1.50pm at The 

Queen’s College Chapel, Oxford 

 Friday 16
th
 June 2017, from 12.40 to 1.20pm at St 

Chad’s, Shrewsbury  

 Wednesday 4
th
 October 2017 from 12.30 to 1.05pm at 

St Alban’s Cathedral 
 
Peter Morris 
The Walsall Town Hall 2016/7 series continues, but now 
due to Council budgetary constraints, regrettably instead 
of monthly now reduced to every 2-3 months, generally on 
the third Thursday of the month.  In addition to the recitals 
at Walsall Town Hall, Peter Morris will be giving the 
following recitals: 
 

 Monday 5
th
 June 2017 from 1 to 1.30pm at Coventry 

Cathedral 

 Wednesday 13
th
 September 2017 from 1 to 1.50pm at 

Shrewsbury Abbey  
 
Mervin Jones – Walsall Town Hall concerts  
The well-supported concerts are held from 1.30 to 3.30pm 
on the second Thursday of every month, and include light 
organ music performed by Mervin, plus guest artists. Light 
refreshments and raffles. 
 
Pat Neville - Trinity Methodist Church, Shenstone 
The next lunchtime organ recital, I understand to be 
entitled ‘Mysterious Music’, will be given on Monday 22nd 
May 2017 by Trinity Methodist Church resident organist 
Pat Neville from 12.45pm to 1.30pm. Bring your 
sandwiches – hot drinks will be available. Come and go as 
you please. 
 
Broadway URC, Walsall Recitals 
Not a recital by a member, but rather a series of recitals 
organised at his church by LDOA member Alan Taylor, 
noted for his encouragement of talented young organists. 
 
The following ‘Coffee & Cake’ organ recitals at Broadway 
URC, Walsall, commencing at 11.15am, are planned for 
2017: 
 

 Saturday 10
th
 June – Nicholas Miller (St John’s, Hyde 

Park) 

 Saturday 8
th
 July – Callum Alger (St Peter’s 

Wolverhampton) 

 Saturday 5
th
 August – Christopher Cipkin (St Anne’s, 

Moseley) 
 
Then on Saturday 16

th
 September, from 7.30 to 8.30pm, 

Nicholas Morris (St Chad’s Cathedral, Birmingham), will be 
giving the 27

th
 Anniversary Organ Recital.  

 

Recitals In Local Area (to end of May 2017) 
 
April 2017 
 
Sat 1 April • 1.30 • Holy Trinity, Wordsley 
Peter King (Organist Emeritus, Bath Abbey) 
 
Sun 2 April • 3.00 to 3.45 • Holy Trinity, Wordsley 
Paul Carr (Birmingham) 
 
Sun 2 April • 2.30 • Fentham Hall, Hampton-in-Arden 
Keith Beckingham 
 
Tues 4 April • 12.40 to 1.20 • St Chad’s, Shrewsbury 
Alex Mason (Shrewsbury School) 
 
Tues 4 April • 1.00 to 1.40 • St Andrew’s, Rugby 
Tim Campain (St Mary Magdalen, Coventry) 
 
Thurs 6 April • 1.15 to 1.55 • St Chad’s Cathedral, 
Birmingham 
David Saint (St Chad’s Cathedral, Birmingham) 
 
Frid 7 April • 12.30 to 1.05 • Stratford-upon-Avon URC 
Charles Matthews with Marketa Nadvornikova (violin), 
Jack Gillet (viola) and Thomas McMahon (cello) 
 
Frid 7 April • 1.00 to 1.45 • Emmanuel Wylde Green 
Andrew Fletcher (Birmingham University) 
 
Frid 7 April • 12.30 to 1.00 • Malvern Priory 
Jonathan Holl (Windsor) 
 
Sat 8 April • 12.00 to 12.45 • Stoke Minster 
Laurence Caldecote (St Nicholas, Nuneaton) 
 
Mon 10 April • 1.00 to 2.00 • Symphony Hall, Birmingham 
Thomas Trotter (Birmingham City Organist) 
 
Thurs 13 April • 1.10 to 2.00 • Kidderminster Town Hall 
Timothy Morris (Kidderminster Town Hall) 
 
Sat 15 April • 12.00 to 1.10 • Victoria Hall, Hanley 
Ian Tracey (Liverpool Cathedral/Liverpool City Organist) 
 
Sun 16 April • 2.30 to 5.00 • The Buttermarket, 
Shrewsbury 
Michael Carter 
 
Mon 17 April • 11.00 to 11.45 • All Saints’, Leamington 
Spa 
Alexander Woodrow (Solihull School) 
 
Mon 17 April • 11.00 to 11.45 • St Michael & All Angels, 
South Yardley 
Ronald Shillingford (Holy Family, Small Heath) 
 
Frid 21 April • 12.40 to 1.20 • St Chad’s, Shrewsbury 
Mark Swinton (St Mary’s, Warwick) 
 
Mon 24 April • 1.00 to 2.00 • Birmingham Town Hall 
Thomas Trotter (Birmingham City Organist) 
 
Wed 26 April • 1.10 to 2.00 • St Alphege, Solihull 
Nicholas Johnson (St John’s, Ranmoor) 
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Thurs 27 April • 12.15 to 12.55 • Worcester Cathedral 
Mark Swinton (St Mary’s, Warwick) 
 
Sat 29 April • 1.00 • St Laurence, Ludlow 
Shaun Ward (St Laurence, Ludlow) 
 
May 2017 
 
Mon 1 May • 11.00 to 11.45 • All Saints’, Leamington Spa 
Frikki Walker (St Mary’s Episcopal Cathedral, Glasgow 
 
Tues 2 May • 12.40 to 1.20 • St Chad’s, Shrewsbury 
Shaun Bowers (Bath Abbey) 
 
Thurs 4 May • 12.15 to 12.55 • Worcester Cathedral 
Francesca Massey (Durham Cathedral) 
 
Thurs 4 May • 1.15 to 1.55 • St Chad’s Cathedral, 
Birmingham 
Paul Carr (Birmingham) 
 
Frid 5 May • 1.00 to 1.45 • Emmanuel Wylde Green 
Andrew Fletcher (Birmingham University) 
 
Sat 6 May • 12.00 to 12.45 • Stoke Minster 
Marc Murray (Bury Parish Church) 
 
Sat 6 May • 1.00 • St Laurence, Ludlow 
Students from Birmingham Conservatoire 
 
Sat 6 May • 7.30 • Guild Chapel, Stratford-upon-Avon 
Jon Morris (London) 
 
Sun 7 May • 2.30 • Fentham Hall, Hampton-in-Arden 
Michael Wooldridge (East Sussex National Golf Course, 
Uckfield) 
 
Sun 7 May • 3.00 to 3.45 • Holy Trinity, Wordsley 
Paul Carr (Birmingham) 
 
Mon 8 May • 1.00 to 2.00 • Birmingham Town Hall 
Thomas Trotter (Birmingham City Organist) 
 
Thurs 11 May • 12.15 to 12.55 • Worcester Cathedral 
Andrew J Wyatt (Chester Cathedral) 
 
Sat 13 May • 12.30 to 1.00 • Malvern Priory 
John Keys (St Mary the Virgin, Nottingham) 
 

Sat 13 May • 12.00 to 1.10 • Victoria Hall, Hanley 
Nigel Ogden (BBC Radio 2’s ‘The Organist Entertains’) 
 
Thurs 18 May • 12.15 to 12.55 • Worcester Cathedral 
Callum Alger (St Peter’s Collegiate Church, 
Wolverhampton) 
 
Thurs 18 May • 1.10 to 2.00 • Kidderminster Town Hall 
Piers Maxim (Malvern Priory) 
 
Frid 19 May • 12.30 • Derby Cathedral 
Mark Swinton with Lucy Phillips (Violin) 
 
Frid 19 May • 12.40 to 1.20 • St Chad’s, Shrewsbury 
John Hosking (St Asaph Cathedral) 
 
Frid 19 May • 1.15 to 2.00 • St Mary’s, Warwick 
David Hardie (Birmingham Cathedral) 
 
Mon 22 May • 1.00 to 2.00 • Birmingham Town Hall 
Thomas Trotter (Birmingham City Organist) 
 
Wed 24 May • 1.10 to 2.00 • St Alphege, Solihull 
Callum Alger (St Peter’s Collegiate Church, 
Wolverhampton) 
 
Thurs 25 May • 12.15 to 12.55 • Worcester Cathedral 
Richard Cook (Worcester Cathedral) 
 
Frid 26 May • 1.15 to 2.00 • St Mary’s, Warwick 
Mark Swinton (St Mary’s, Warwick) 
 
Sat 27 May • 1.00 • St Laurence, Ludlow 
Peter Dyke (Hereford Cathedral) 
 
Mon 29 May • 11.00 to 11.45 • All Saints’, Leamington Spa 
Cynthia Hall (Oxford) 
 
Mon 29 May • 1.00 to 1.30 • Coventry Cathedral 
Martyn Noble (H. M. Chapels Royal, St James’s Palace) 
 
Wed 31 May • 1.00 to 1.50 • Shrewsbury Abbey 
Nigel Pursey (Shrewsbury Abbey) 
 
For a complete listing of organ recitals in the UK and 
further details go to: www.organrecitals.com 
 
For details of recital organ specifications go to the National 
Pipe Organ Register at: www.npor.org.uk

 
LICHFIELD & DISTRICT ORGANISTS’ ASSOCIATION CONTACTS 

 
President: Martyn Rawles, FRCO 
Chairman & Newsletter Editor: Trevor Smedley, 01543 319329, e-mail trevorsmedley@ntlworld.com  
Secretary: Richard Syner, 01283 540276 e-mail richard.syner1@btinternet.com  
Treasurer: Mike Rudd, 01543 480411, e-mail mike.rudd@fotas.co.uk  
Publicity Officer – Tony White, e-mail t.white@btconnect.com 
Committee Member – Chris Booth, 01922 685221, e-mail c_booth1990@yahoo.co.uk 
 
Editorial Note - next newsletter is planned for June 2017, with deadline for submission of items for inclusion of 
24/05/17, to Trevor Smedley by e-mail as above, or by mail to 8 The Parchments, Lichfield, Staffordshire, WS13 7NA 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.organrecitals.com/
http://www.npor.org.uk/
mailto:trevorsmedley@ntlworld.com
mailto:richard.syner1@btinternet.com
mailto:mike.rudd@fotas.co.uk
mailto:t.white@btconnect.com
mailto:c_booth1990@yahoo.co.uk
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APPENDIX 
 

Directions for Wednesday 26
th

 April 2017 – visit to Burton-on-Trent Town Hall 
 

 
Locator map for Burton-on-Trent Town Hall 

 
From the direction of Lichfield, take the A38 north, then A5121 for 2.5 miles to Burton-on-Trent. The Town Hall is at King 
Edward Place, Burton-upon-Trent, DE14 2EB. Parking is free after 6pm outside the Town Hall and around St Paul’s Church 

 
Directions for Saturday 10th May 2017 – visit to St Chad’s Church, Lichfield 

 

 
Locator map for St Chad’s Church, Lichfield 

 
St Chad’s Church, Lichfield, is at St Chad’s Road, Lichfield, WS13 7ND. It is approached from the railway station/bus station 
along Birmingham Rd past Debenham’s, left at the first set of lights down Greenhill, then immediately right at the next lights 
down George Lane, which leads into Stowe Rd, and then into St Chad’s Rd. The church overlooks Stowe Pool, and whilst it 
has no car park, there is roadside parking.


